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Never have | ever visited a city where | aid not find a construction scaffolaing surrounding a
structure or an infrastructure, and | have been to more than 80 cities in 3 continents - Asia,
Europe and Africa. It has always been a matter of great interest for me. As an architect |
would always be curious about what architectural intervention is taking place behind the
scene and as a user | would reflect on the effects of this temporary addlition to my personal
experience of a ciy.

With this project | have tried to both satisfy my curiosity and at the same time conduct
research on this temporary but common element of the urban environment, its impacts
and potentials. The outout consists of an analysis of the current Situation in Gothenburg,
an investigation through meadlating aetails and a dispiay of possible interventions to Start
discussions about it's potential within the public landscape.
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SITUATION

In Gothenburg, Sweden development and growth of the city can be witnessed through
the constant change in the built environment around. The way this city is expanding, new
property and infrastructures are being developed is fascinating. At the same time, it pro-
vokes thoughts about what all these new developments and constructions are adding to
the experience of the city and its inhabitants.

As architects we think about the impacts of our design on the surrounding environment,
which actually starts from the very moment construction begins at site. In an urban context,
especially with construction sites near public places, streets or sidewalks, these impacts
are more apparent and extreme. No matter what the scale or timeline of the project is,
the activities at site affect everything around it. Keeping this in mind | started analysing
the current situation by walking around in Gothenburg and observing parts of sidewalks,
streets and public places, which are temporarily occupied with scaffoldings or protection
barriers for nearby construction.

While psychogeography guided the primary observations of this unnoticed aspect of the
urban environment, Walkscapes was used as a method to investigate the transitions of
urban streetscape during construction. It also motivated me to focus the investigation from
understanding the effects of an under-construction project, to scaffolded structures that
indicated opportunities to improve the walking experience and usage of public or private
space surrounding it. Mapping through photography and speculative drawings, helped to
both analyze the situation and define the framework of further research.
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“The city is lousy with them. And life adapts under the ongoing scaffolding occupation in
curious ana sometimes aelightful ways,”

QOur Life Under Construction, By Penelope Green
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MEDIATING DETAIL

The experience of the ‘active users’ while walking through a scaffolded sidewalk or street
was investigated with a focus on peripheral vision which gets obstructed by the structure
of a scaffolding and the four planes of the sidewalk room*. Photogrammetry was used as
a ool and generated 3d scanned environments brought details into notice. Merging or
overlaying different scanned environments i.e. a generic scaffolded sidewalk and one of
the Friplanket® exhibits resulted in an interesting transition of space and pointed out the
potential of interventions.

For further research on materials, specially the tactility and reaction to sunlight and envi-
ronment, a scale model of the scaffolding structure was used. This provided better flexi-
bility of changing and manipulating materials of the four planes of the sidewalk room. The
scale model was designed as a frame, with flexibility to slide in and out materials of the four
planes. Experimenting with different materials in different environments - indoor and out-
door brought out more scopes of intervention that could improve the walking experience.

While working with the scale model mostly found materials or recycled materials were
used. For example fabric /plastic mesh from unused shopping bags, leftover model mak-
ing papers, laser cut-out boards etc were used in the four planes. Working with a physical
model helped to understand the limitations of the scaffolding structure as well. Like the
actual scaffolding structure itself, it was needed to ensure that the scale model was stable,
sturdy and safe to bear the intended load and tasks. The hands on work also supports the
following outcome that minimal effort and small changes in the materials or compositions
of one or more of the four planes can transform the environment inside and near a scaf-
folding and affect the experience of active users.
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PRI

DINKONST MITTISTAN! |

Juhani Fallasmaa in “Hapticity and Time. Notes on Fagile Architecture’ has refererred fo
peripheral vision as the rightful domain of architecture, the perception that ‘transforms
retinal images into a spatial and bodlly involvement and encourages particjpation.”
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We can adlissect the sidewalk room into four planes ... while separating the pianes is hejpful
for delving into the details of each of these elements, there are also many overiaps. The
pedestrian never experiences a single plane in isolation. each piays a critical role in the
sidewalk room'’s overall composition.®
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Scale model of a scaffolding unit, with

| frames that allow flexibility to slide in
and out different materials on the four
planes of the sidewalk room?*,
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Using reflective material in the Patform
showed significant changes in the interior
space (1, 4). Putting plants along with the
Screen added a layer before the exterior
than can create a pleasant view (1).

Similarly plantation on on the Patform, could
also extend and create a canopy to the ex-
terior also benefiting walking experience (2).
Adding colourful but translucent material
along the Screen showed intersting effect
with and without the presense of light (3, 4).
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Transluscent Screens can easily accomodate
posters and exhibits viewed from both out-
side and inside (5).

Additional texture and perforation quality to
the materials of Screen or Platform or both
created an interesting pattern of shadow both
inside and outside in presense of light outside
or inside (5, 6, 7). Differenct Facade materi-
als were used only to represent the common
facade textures and colours seen around the
Gothenburg,

Walking Through Scaffoldings - New Pubtie Landscape 15



The structural members of a scaffolding can be used to create three dimensional installa-
tions and offer fun and playful space inside.

The aesthetic perception resides not with objects alone, but rather with the constructive
interaction of the organism (and its experiences) with the social and cultural environments
We should center our desgn efforts less on the formalist ‘objects’ of linguistic expression
and more on the deeply rooted dimensions of human experience.”

16 PORTFOLIO - Mumtaheena Rifat



Experiments with lights, both pointed and with pattern resulted into unexpected but fascinating envi-
ronment inside the scale model of scaffolding as both the reflective material as Platform and the metal
members of the scaffolding structure reflected the lights everywhere.

Walking Through Scaffoldings - New Pubtie Landscape
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DISPLAY

After mediating detail through the physical model and scanned environment, several
scopes of interventions came out. This led to the final analysis of how scaffolding occu-
pied buildings affect the urban environment and how it could contribute to the public ex-
perience of a city. Using a digital 3d model of scaffolding structure, different compositions
and capacities were observed. The idea that developed is that the scaffoldings can hold
exhibits or installations and be used for display in public places. Another idea is to use
creativity to design the screen in a way that instead of blocking the view and sunlight, it
creates a pleasant experience for the time being.

The ideas put together in collages with a digital model of Gothenburg represents the
potential of scaffoldings on a larger scale. Previously scanned environment of scaffolding
occupied sites, as well as existing graffiti and exhibitions found at different sites around
Gothenburg. were used to create more relatable visuals. Two sites were chosen for the
final representations - Gotaplatsen and Domkyrkan, two prime locations with adjacent
scaffolding occupied buildings.

If construction scaffoldings are utilized more to host exhibits, it can be an opportunity for
local, underprivileged or aspiring artists. With sustainable construction practice, scaffold-
ings and materials would keep being reused and recycled to other sites, Proposed design
interventions or exhibitions on Scaffolding, would keep moving too, creating scope for a
moving exhibition. This could ensure an inclusive public landscape with meaningful, di-
verse artworks or installations from local artists, public awareness promotions and provide
local, regional or even national exposure.

The key objective of the project was to start a critical discussion around the topic. The dis-
play summarizes the overall research and initiates a conversation on a ground of existing
sites, personal explorations and concepts of recycling, reusing and rethinking materials,
space and experience.

PORTFOLIO - Mumtaheena Rifat



By returning the focus of aesign to what Dalibor Vesely once referred to as the
practical nature of situations” or our everyaay activities, we might begin to see
that architects are not charged with aesigning structures or spaces for specific
functions but places for human life to flourish. And only by viewing aesign
within the Tull temporal Spectrum of our affective, perceptual, social and cultural
dimensions will we begin fo see the range of our responsibilities as designers, ®

Walking Through Scaffoldings - New Pubtie Landscape
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The Stadstheatre building at Gotaplatsen has
been covered with scaffolding during the
whole project period.

Scaffoldings near a public site could have
participatory graffitis or other artistic exhibit
ions on ground level. On the levels above, the
screen could have material suitable and safe
to hold projected exhibits during dark. It could
even host audiovisuals on special occacions
or events taking place at the adjacent public
place.




Installations or three dimentional exhibits
could be accomodated by the scaffoldings
with the help of additional structurals mem-
bers outside, mantaining all safety measures.

On ground level this could create place for
public activies after hours and on occasions.
With additional lighting it could create safe
and inclusive urban public place during dark.

The scaffoldings could be covered with tex-
tured materials or transparent ones with cre-
ative patterens. The renderings show that this
could create a better screening from inside
rather than obstacling the view and sun light,
also add a pleasant aesthetic in the building
elevation temporarily. For example, a pattern
inspired from the shadows of tree banches
could create interesting composition of light
and shadow.

Walking Through Scaffoldings - New Pubtie Landscape 21
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Scaffoldings are temporary themselves ...
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... but consistent in any urban fabric.

The investigation brought forward a lot of potentials for intervention along the physical
structure of scaffoldings, as well as an opportunity to contribute to the social structure of
the city. The idea of reformation of this public landscape element invites us to reflect and
rethink architecural practice and our responsibility towards society and people.

Walking Through Scaffoldings - New Pubtie Landscape
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