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Planinarski dom Golubac
North Macedonia

Source: Google Maps (jimakos)

Κορυφή Βίσογκραντ
High peaked mountainous recreational area in Greece

Source: Google Maps (OMICRON)

border typology
> mountainous/established recreational area

The section of the border is characterized by high-altitude mountain ranges, making 
the border mostly inaccessible by road and public transport. There are no formal 
border crossings in this region, rendering inaccessible by any means other than by 
foot. The mountain thus operates as an effective natural barrier to informal border 
crossings. The area is also a recreational area in that it houses a ski center and 
several hiking trails, and is so characterised by;

 > high altitude mountains
 > recreational area

The remote location of these areas does not necessarily mean they are not used by 
migrants to cross the border from Greece. As reports witness a migrant death in this 
area in 2015, it is safe to assume it may prove to be an active factor in the perilous 
journeys people take to cross borders unnoticed. It may well be that areas such as 
this, where mountains are made accessible through the development of ski centers 
etc. are the most accessible parts of a long stratch of largely inaccessible border. 

Ski Kozuf
Restaurant/hotel in the ski center

Source: Google Maps (Борче Јовчевски)

Ski Kozuf
Refuge on the top of the mountain in close proximity to ski resort

Source: Google Maps (Борче Јовчевски)

Ski Kozuf
Ski center in North Macedonia

Source: Google Maps (lukes hen ten oný)

Huma (Хума)
village in North Macedonia (several abandoned houses/ruins)

Source: Google Maps (donandon donandon)

Kaimaktsalan
Mountain peak with small church and refuge
Source: Google Maps (Metodi Georgiev)

3 December 2015

There is no publicly available information about the events that lead to one 
migrant losing their life here in December 2015. The border segments 
characterized by mountain ranges are largely inaccessibly by means other 
than private car, especially in the winter season. An overview of its 
geographic properties indicates that recreational facilities such as ski 
centers, provide the very rare existance of dirt roads leading both up and 
down the mountain. 

One can speculate that the overlapping context of perilous migrant border 
crossings and the occurance of accessible infrastructure makes these areas 
important as passive actors in the discourse.
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Voras - Kaimaktsalan ski center
(Source: Google Maps (photo by Anargyros 
Sprintzios))

Kaimaktsalan (mountain peak)

A small church and the remains of what may have been a pastor’s refuge 
and a graveyard top this viewpoint.  The church seem to be a popular spot 
for contemplating the wide horizon.

3 December 2015
1 dead; Electrocution

(Source: Migration Trail)

semi-urban

semi-urban

rural

agricultural

rural

urban

BULGARIA
GREECE

GREECE
NORTH MACEDONIA

mountainous

mountainous
river/green

river/green/barrier

border typology
> river/green/barrier

Lake of Dojran

Idomeni 
Railway Station

Konska

връх Тумба 
Park in Belasica, Strumica 2898, Nordmakedonien

Source: Google Maps (Valentin Zlatanov)

Τριεθνές Πλατανάκια 
Natural reserve in Mpelles, Neo Petritsi 620 43, Grekland

Source: Google Maps (Aristeidis Zaxaris)

Nikolich Beach
Beach on Lake Dojran - Nikolic, Dojran, 610 03, North Macedonia

Observation of satellite images indicates that the border here contains two geograp-
hical types;
 > river border
 > green border

This border segment has also been further spatialized by the construction of a 
physical border barrier, a border fence. Along the fence (on the Macedonian side) 
runs a dirt road, probably for maintenence and potential patrols. This fence also puts 
the border segment into the category of separation barrier;
 > separation barrier (fence)
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Source: Google Maps (Gulyás Ferenc and Nitro Computers)

Little Pioneers Youth Camp
Municipality of Dojran, Nordmakedonien

Source: Google Maps (Erika Fegyvernekiné Csécsi and Aaron De Jaeger)

Doïránē (Παρεκκλήσι Αγίας Ειρήνης)
Unnamed Road, Kilkis 610 03, Greece

Source: Google Maps (Marianthi Kalafati)

Casino
Казино & хотел „Хит“ 

Source: Google Maps (Stanko Oparnica)

Evzoni (Greece) - Bogorodica (North Macedona) Border Crossing
Formal - civilians and economic activity

Source: Google Maps Street View

border crossing

Source: Google Maps ()

Marshal Tito - street

Source: Google Maps street view

Lorem ipsum

Border fence between Greece and North Macedonia

Source: Google Maps ()

Railway crossing Greece - North Macedonia

Source: Google Maps ()

border typology
> double fence/rurban

The border region arround the Greek town Idomeni became widely known as being 
at the epicentre of the European refugee crisis in 2015. Situated right along the 
western balkan route, the border crossing here gained public intetest when the 
macedonian government decided to erect a fence on either side of the crossing in 
November 2015. 

Apart from the formal border crossing along the highway, one main point of entry 
was that of the railroad border crossing a little way west. Images of migrants 
entering North Macedonia on foot spread internationally, as did the reports of 
stranded migrants and il-prompto campsites that came in the aftermath of the closure 
of the border. 

This border segment is situated in a flat and forgiving landscape, with widespread 
fields, criss-crossing agricultural paths and roads and multiple towns. The border 
passes on the outskirts of a larger town on the Macedonian side, and through crop 
fields to the south. The only indication of the border (prior to the fence erection in 
2015) would have been a shift in crop cultivation. 

The border is here characterized by;
 > a separation barrier (double fence and barbed wire)
 > patrol route
 > urban/rural dynamics
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”The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) has been an important transit country 
along the Balkan migration route, which has made it a critical country to European migration 

policy and debate. The EU and FRONTEX have pressured the country to halt migration flows. It 
currently uses one main detention facility, euphemistically labelled the “Reception Centre for 

Foreigners,” as well as ad hoc “transit” camps along its borders.”

- Global Detention Project (June 2017)
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/macedonia

Evzoni (Greece) - Bogorodica (North Macedona) Border Crossing

”An overview of the EMR geography reveals that refugee infrastructure is mostly 
adjacent to
the periphery’s border settlements. The precise routes and stops of the passages make 
visible the consistent separation of EMR spaces from the local communities. When 
migrants and refugees travel by rail, it is on exclusively assigned trains, often late at 
night, as in the case of Austria. When it is by bus, the driver follows tertiary streets and 
unpaved roads to access the remote border passage assigned to migrants and refugees. 
A characteristic example is that of the Greek-North Macedonian border. While the 
civilian border crossing is along the highway and accompanied by commercial 
activities, the border passage for the displaced is in the middle of a field a few kilome-
tres away.”

- Melina Philippou: The Spatial Extensions of the Right to Seek Asylum:
The Eastern Mediterranean Refugee Route (in: Footprint (2020) Conflict Mediations)
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