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CORNELIA AHLSTEDT

  

RECONNECT TO NATURE  

- Dඍඛඑඏඖඑඖඏ ඔඍඉකඖඑඖඏ ඍඖඞඑක඗ඖඕඍඖගඛ ගඐඉග ඛගකඍඖඏගඐඍඖ උඐඑඔඌකඍඖ ’ඛ උ඗ඖඖඍඋගඑ඗ඖ ග඗ ඖඉගඝකඍ

This thesis emphasizes the importance of 

nature’s presences in our lives. An increa-

singly urbanized world with reduced access 

to green spaces, a rise in electronic media, 

a change in social norms and a reduced 

perception of the role of the natural world 

for human survival have all lead to a dis-

connection between human and nature. 

The disconnection has been proposed as a 

root cause of the global environmental crisis 

and research fi ndings across a wide range 

of sectors show the benefi ts of contact with 

nature and its impact on human health and 

well-being. Against this background the pur-

pose of this master’s thesis is to investigate 

how humans can be reconnected to nature 

through architecture. 

A good relationship to nature is strong-

est when developed in early ages and a 

connection to nature during childhood is 

essential for physical and mental develop-

ment. In this thesis, strategies for reconnec-

ting children with nature are explored and 

a preschool located in an urban context is 

used as a basis for the investigation.

We spend approximately 90% of our time 

indoors so a satisfying relation between 

people and the natural world in the built 

environment is crucial for human’s connec-

tion to nature. Architects are using biophilic 

design as a method to improve human 

health and to create an experience of na-

ture in the built environment. In this thesis 

biophilic design is explored and interpreted 

into design strategies with the aim to cre-

ate learning environments that strengthen 

children’s connection to nature. The use 

of the strategies also aims to improve 

children’s development and well-being and 

strengthen pro-environmental behaviours.

The design strategies are translated into 

physical form in a design proposal; a trans-

formation of the preschool Levgrensvägen 

3 in Gothenburg, Sweden, which showcase 

an architecture that incorporates nature 

and nature experiences in the design. The 

outcome is a speculative transformation of 

the building and its outdoor spaces in the 

light of biophilic design, which can contri-

bute to a raised discussion on the impor-

tance of a connection between human and 

nature and the awareness on the benefi ts 

and limitations of using biophilic design.

Keywords : Human-nature connection, 

Biophilic Design, Learning environments, 
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ALBIN ALDÉN  

STAGING ARCHITECTURE  
ඌඍඛඑඏඖ�඗ඎ�ඉ�ගඐඍඉගකඍ�උ඗ඕ඘ඔඍච�ගඐක඗ඝඏඐ�උ඗ඖඞඍකඛඑ඗ඖ�ඉඖඌ�ඉඌඌඑගඑ඗ඖඛ�ග඗�ඉඖ�ඍචඑඛගඉඖග�උඐඝකඋඐ

This is a transformation project for the use 
of a church as both church and theatre. The 
backstage area and the foyer of the theatre 
are additions to the church, which itself is 
used as a more or less ready-made auditori-
um, with some relatively minor adjustments, 
thus retaining its usability as a church.

The project employs a methodology of  
staging that draws from the context, which 
is understood in a very wide sense. It 
LQFOXGHV�WKH�FLW\��WKH�VSHFL¿F�FKXUFK�DQG�LWV�
history as well as the history of the site and 
of churches in general.

I discuss the future of the churches of 
Sweden in relation to the theories of Italian 
architect Aldo Rossi, emphasizing the need 
for transformation as well as preservation. I 
propose that churches can be transformed 
today in continuity with how they’ve histo-
rically been transformed, thus preserving 
a tradition of transformation as opposed to 
conserving them in their current state.

Transformation and multi-purposing of 
churches becomes a way to preserve them 
for religious ceremonies. Very few churches 
are used at full capacity, but almost all of 
them have at least a small group of devoted 

members. In terms of property manage-
ment, this implies that surplus churches 
need not be sold and completely rebuilt 
but could be partly rented out. This is the 
commission that is simulated in the project, 
one that I would anticipate becoming more 
common than complete sale and reuse of 
churches for profane purposes only.

Architectural practice is understood as the 
synthesis of a complex and contradicto-
ry reality. This project seeks a synthesis 
between demands of heritage preserva-
tion, religious practice and theatre pro-
duction, convinced that they together can 
generate a whole that is richer and more 
culturally relevant than its component 
parts.

Keywords: transformation, church, theatre, 
context, staging, Rossi, history
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$UFKLWHFWXUH�LV�D�¿HOG�LQKHUHQWO\�FRQQHFWHG�
WR�DUW��7KH�DUWLVW�FDQ�FUHDWH�SLHFHV�WKDW�
SXUSRVHIXOO\�FKDOOHQJH�RXU�HPRWLRQDO�
VWDWHV��2IWHQ��WKH�DUFKLWHFW�LV�PHUHO\�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VXSSO\LQJ�WKH�FDQYDV��7KHVH�
HPRWLRQDO�FKDOOHQJHV��RIWHQ�FRQYH\HG�E\�
DUW��FDQ�IUHTXHQWO\�EH�OHIW�DV�VHFRQGDU\�LQ�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�
� ,Q�ELJ�FLWLHV�VRFLHW\�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�
FKDQJLQJ�DW�D�KLJK�SDFH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�
6ZHGLVK�6RFLDO�,QVXUDQFH�$JHQF\���������
WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�VWUHVVHV�PRUH�DQG�PRUH��
ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�WKURXJK�
H[KDXVWLRQ��7KDW��LQ�WXUQ��OHDGV�WR�ORQJ�WHUP�
VLFN�OHDYHV�DQG�XQHPSOR\PHQW��:H�KDYH�
OLWWOH�WLPH�IRU�VHOI�UHÀHFWLRQ�DQG�LQWURVSHFWLRQ�
DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�KRXUV�RI�RXU�GD\V�
WKH�PHGLD�VWHHU�XV�LQ�GLUHFWLRQV�RI�WKHLU�
RZQ��2XU�PLQGV�DUH�FURZGHG�ZLWK�LGHDV�
DQG�QHHGV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�LQKHUHQWO\�RXUV�WKDW�
IXUWKHU�LQFUHDVH�WR[LF�VRFLHWDO�QRUPV�
� 7KH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�RXU�ERGLHV��
RXU�PLQGV�DQG�RXU�GLUHFW�HQYLURQPHQWV�
KDV�D�JUHDW�LPSDFW�RQ�RXU�PHQWDO�ZHOO�
EHLQJ��$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�VSDWLDO�GHVLJQ�
KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�LQVSLUH�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�
KXPDQ�EHKDYLRXU��6R��WKH�VSDFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�
ZH�VSHQG�PRVW�RI��RXU�WLPH�FRXOG�KHOS�
XV�EHFRPH�PHQWDOO\�VWURQJHU�DQG�UHGXFH�
VWUHVV�OHYHOV�

� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�H[SORUH�KRZ�WR�FUHDWH�
WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQWV��9LUWXDO�
5HDOLW\��95��FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�WRRO�WR�WHVW�
VSDWLDO�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�HPXODWH�UHDO�
OLIH�VLWXDWLRQV�DQG�WULJJHU�UHDO�HPRWLRQDO�
UHDFWLRQV��$IWHU�VXUYH\LQJ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�95�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�95�H[SHULPHQWV��
D�YLUWXDO�VSDFH�ZDV�GHVLJQHG��7KLV�95�
H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�WR�DFW�DV�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�
H[SORUDWRU\�VWDJH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��DFWLQJ�DV�D�
SUHFXUVRU�WR�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�VHW�LQ�WKH�UHDO�
ZRUOG��
� 7KH�UHDOLW\�EDVHG�SURMHFW�LV�ORFDWHG�
RQ�VLWH�LQ�FHQWUDO�6WRFNKROP��LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�
WR�DUHDV�ZKHUH�VWUHVV�OHYHOV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�
WR�EH�DPRQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW��,Q�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ��
YLVLWRUV�FRXOG�SDXVH�IRU�D�VKRUW�WLPH��
EHLQJ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�WKDW�
WULJJHUV�SRVLWLYH�DQG�EHQH¿FLDO�HPRWLRQDO�
UHVSRQVHV��XOWLPDWHO\�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�D�
PRUH�VRFLDOO\�VXVWDLQDEOH�FLW\�

.H\ZRUGV��,QWURVSHFWLRQ��9LUWXDO�5HDOLW\��
3V\FKRORJ\��0HQWDO�+HDOWK
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LINNEA ALENIUS
  
BUILDING WITH BUILDINGS 
- AN INVESTIGATION OF THE DEMOLITION STOCK IN SWEDEN AND HOW 
THESE BUILDINGS COULD BE TURNED INTO RESOURCES AGAIN

In Sweden we use resources four times 
beyond our planetary boundaries. One of 
the reasons are that objects, goods and 
even buildings are treated as if they were 
disposables that become waste and gets 
demolished when they are not useful or 
wanted anymore. The building industry 
stands for 45% of Sweden’s resource 
extraction, 40% of our amount of greenhou-
se gas emissions and 35 % of our waste 
production. This a cycle of events that 
could be decreased remarkably if already 
built buildings were treated as resources 
and material banks instead of being crus-
hed through demolition when they are not 
wanted anymore. Against this background 
following questions are asked:

Q1: What type of buildings are being demo-
lished in Sweden?

Q2: What are the aspects that could enable 
an industrial reuse of building elements in 
new construction?

Q3: How could building elements from the 
demolition stock in Sweden be turned into 
resources suitable to use in new construc-
tion in a systematic way?

To answer these questions the thesis is 
mapping demolition permits from three mu-
nicipalities in Sweden showing both types, 
the amount, and local characteristics of 
the demolition. Through literature studies, 
reference studies and interviews the thesis 
investigates how these found resources 
can be used. It discusses what the major 
GLႇHUHQFHV�DUH�ZLWK�D�UHXVH�SURMHFW�FRPSD-
red to conventional new construction and 
what the aspects are that could enable an 
industrial reuse in practice.

)LQGLQJV�DUH�WKDW�WKH�ELJJHVW�GLႇHUHQFH�
is the reliability on the resources and the 
amount of labour that is needed to en-
sure them . The reliability concerns both 
WKH�VXSSO\�DQG�WKH�GLႈFXOWLHV�LQ�HQVXULQJ�
technical aspects. The suggested answer 
to found problems, possibilities, and re-
sources is a general design proposal with a 
loadbearing wooden construction that use 
UHXVHG�EXLOGLQJ�HOHPHQWV�DV�¿OOLQJ��7KLV�LV�
tested through a redesign of a multifamily 
building in Gothenburg examining the im-
SDFW�RQ�H[SUHVVLRQ��ÀRRUSODQ��DQG�RYHUDOO�
layout of the building. 

Keywords : Circularity, Deconstruction, 
Demomlition, ReuseH
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CLARA A. FRICK & ALMA N. UNENGE

ARCHITECTURE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY

The latin word for the cocoa tree 
Theobroma Cacao could directly translate 
to Cacao - “food of the gods”. Cocoa, which 
is the main ingredient of chocolate, was 
from the beginning considered a luxury 
product. Today it is seen as more of an 
everyday feature, but the picture of it being 
a treat giving pleasure has not disappeared. 
In 1901, the chocolate company Cloetta 
decided to build their new factory outside of 
Linköping in between the two watercourses 
Göta Kanal and Motala Ström. The natural 
river Motala Ström provided electricity, while 
the man made Göta Kanal functioned for 
carrying goods. While the factory expanded 
over the years, the small community later 
to be known as Ljungsbro started to grow. 
Cloetta had a big responsibility in the 
development of Ljungsbro and the chocolate 
company even employed an architect who 
designed buildings in the society under 
Cloetta’s management. The architecture 
UHÀHFWV�D�JUHDW�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��ZLWK�
hope for the factory and the community to 
grow bigger. 

Cloetta is known for famous chocolate 
products such as Kexchoklad and Plopp 
and is recognized as one of the oldest 
chocolate producers in the Nordic context. 
Today the factory hosts a small outlet 
shop in the basement which is the only 
public area of the factory. With the nearby 
location to the tourist destination Göta 
kanal together with the richness of the 
company history, there is potential of 
making an addition to the society’s tourist 
attractions. This thesis therefore aims 
to create a proposal for a new visitor 
center for the speculative client Cloetta 
in Ljungsbro. A chocolate visitor center 
puts a need for a proposal being designed 
with playfulness and curiosity. Through 
analysing built and theoretical references, 
the thesis aims to investigate how to use 
sequences as a method of composing 
movement and spatial experiences. The 
thesis also treats experimenting with 
different architectural tools for achieving a 
dramaturgy in the created spaces. 

Keywords : Cloetta, experience based, 
public architecture,architectural dramaturgy
chocolate, historical context, tourism 
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ELIN FRITZ & ELSA ANDERSSON
  
SÅGGATAN 49  
��ඉ�ගකඉඖඛඔඉගඑ඗ඖ�඗ඎ�ඉ�ඔඉඖඌඛඐ඾ඞඌඑඖඏඍඐඝඛ

Between 1875 and 1940 almost all tenant 
housing built in Gothenburg was Landshöv-
dingehus.  Landsövdigehus are a big part 
of Gothenburg’s architecture and a very 
popular housing typology to live in. The 
EXLOGLQJ�W\SRORJ\�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�GXH�WR�¿UH�
UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�JURXQG�ÀRRU�
PDGH�RI�VWRQH�DQG�WZR�XSSHU�ÀRRUV�LQ�ZRRG��
Between the years of 1875 and 1940 many 
GLႇHUHQW�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�QRUPV�DQG�VW\OHV�
HYROYHG�ZKLFK�DOVR�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�ORRNV�RI�
the Landshövdingehus. All though the basic 
VWUXFWXUH�RI�KDYLQJ�D�JURXQG�ÀRRU�LQ�VWRQH�
DQG�WZR�XSSHU�ÀRRUV�LQ�ZRRG�UHPDLQHG�WKH�
same, the facades and expressions of the 
buildings followed the trends. 

Today, residential buildings are often made 
of prefabricated elements. Prefabrication 
enables the building process to be faster, 
since it permits a big part of the production 
to be inside and to be mass produced. More 
and more prefabricated buildings are made 
out of wood, but the majority are made of 
concrete. 

Cross Laminated Timber, CLT, is a material 
that can be used in a highly prefabricated 
process. CLT components are massive ele-
PHQWV�PDGH�RI�OD\HUV�RI�ZRRG�SODQNV�JOXHG�

together. CLT have similar properties as 
concrete, but is much lighter and generates 
less emissions.   

1RZDGD\V�WKH�¿UH�UHVWULFWLRQV�GR�QRW�OLPLW�
wooden constructions in the same way 
and there are even high rises made of 
wood. With this in mind, if we were to build 
a Landshövdingehus today, what would 
LW�ORRN�OLNH"��+RZ�ZRXOG�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
QRUPV�DQG�VW\OHV�RI�WRGD\�DႇHFW�WKH�ORRN�
RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ"�&DQ�PRGHUQ�EXLOGLQJ�
methods, such as prefabricated CLT, be 
FRPELQHG�ZLWK�ROG�EXLOGLQJ�W\SRORJLHV�OLNH�
/DQGVK|YGLQJHKXV"�:KDW�DHVWKHWLFDO�DQG�
technical solutions can be improved today 
E\�XVLQJ�PRGHUQ�WHFKQLTXHV"�$QG�ZKDW�DUH�
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV"�

The project will be a combination between 
research by design and design by rese-
DUFK��7KH�SURFHVV�ZLOO�VWDUW�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�
Landshövdingehus and their composition. 
:H�ZLOO�DOVR�ORRN�LQWR�&/7�DV�D�PDWHULDO�
and what it means to use it in housing. We 
will then, based on the research, continue 
the design through model studies and 
drawings.

Keywords : Landshövdingehus, CLT, wood, 
housing
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MIKAEL ANDERSSON
  
NECROPOLIS

Sweden is one of the most secularized 
societies in the world and many swedes go 
through their entire lives without the invol-
vement of religion, but that is not true for 
their death. The purpose of this master’s 
thesis is twofold: to propose a design for a 
truly secularized burial site, that celebrates 
death in a meaningful way without religion, 
where religion is welcome but not the norm, 
DQG�VHFRQGO\�WR�¿QG�D�W\SRORJ\�IRU�WKH�EXULDO�
JURXQG�WKDW�¿WV�WKH�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�
don’t occupy unnecessarily vast areas of 
land, useful for other types of urban expan-
sion.

Through dialogs with Sveriges Kyrkogård 
och Krematorie förening, manufacturers 
RI�FUHPDWRU�RYHQV�DQG�¿OWHU�HTXLSPHQW��DV�
well as reference projects, a room program 
was constructed. From this a connection 
diagram was established that in conjunction 
with the room program became the neces-
sary toolbox in working with the separate 
ÀRZV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�RI�WKH�IDFLOLW\��2Q�WRS�RI�
this separate focus studies were performed 
to further enhance and detail the design.

Through historical and reference studies 
of architecture relating to death, primarily 
the thoughts of Étienne-Louis Boullée, his 
theory of architecture parlante and what he 
¿WWLQJO\�GHVFULEHV�DV�WKH�³3RHWU\�RI�$UFKL-
tecture” (Boullée, E. 1953), as well as cre-
matories of Italy, Germany, Scandinavia, 
and France, a visual language is distilled 
that has the dignity and stature to manifest 
a memorial for our loved ones. The design 
of the necropolis is imbued with the symbo-
lism and an architectural language that is 
associate with death while not making the 
religious connections.

The building should communicate both 
civic authority as well as emotional reso-
lution (Worpole 2016). The atmosphere 
of these grave settings is of paramount 
importance, it should not through mediocri-
ty sit at odds with the emotional range of 
the funeral service or while visiting a dearly 
departed. Atmosphere is investigated 
WKURXJK�WKH�QLQH�TXDOLWLHV�RI�DWPRVSKHUH�
proposed by Peter Zumthor (2006) in his 
book Atmospheres.

Keywords: Columbarium, Crematorium, 
Funeral, Mausoleum, Necropolis
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ELISABET ARNS
  
RURAL HOUSING
��7඗ඟඉකඌඛ�ඌඑඞඍකඛඍ�ඔඑඞඑඖඏ

More people are choosing to move from 
the metropolitan regions and it’s time 
to question the urban norm. Gävleborg, 
Jämtland and Värmland have now 
more people moving to the regions than 
IURP��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�WKLV�KDV�
happened in 20 years. This thesis is 
about rural residential architecture and 
how development of rural housing can be 
DႇHFWHG�E\���DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�
interest in moving to the countryside. 

The work examines how an increased 
PRYH�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\VLGH�FDQ�DႇHFW�DQG�
shape space and life inside the home and 
in the surrounding outdoor areas. Through 
studies of current reference projects and 
in-depth interviews with people who want 
to move to the countryside, a design 
proposal is presented for a multi-family 
housing on a plot located in the municipality 
RI�*RWKHQEXUJ��6ZHGHQ��'LႇHUHQW�IRFXV�
areas have been addressing issues of land 
RZQHUVKLS��VKDUHG�VSDFH��ÀH[LELOLW\��DQG�
access to nature among other things. 

Together with the architectural proposal 
WKH�SURMHFW�UHÀHFWV�RQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�QHZ�
types of typologies in the rural settings as 
ZHOO�DV�KRZ�GLႇHUHQW�IDFWRUV�LQ�UHVLGHQWLDO�

architecture can be lifted for further 
development and challenge leading norms 
of rural housing.

Keywords : rural, urban norm, housing, 
residential architecture, ruralization.
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EBBA BARKFORS AND JENNIE BERGMAN
  
A (S)PACE FOR REST  
��ඐ඗ඟ�ඉකඋඐඑගඍඋගඝකඍ�උඉඖ�ඛඝ඘඘඗කග�කඍඋ඗ඞඍකඡ�ඉඖඌ�කඍඌඝඋඍ���� �
��ඛගකඍඛඛ�ඎ඗ක�ඐ඗ඛ඘එගඉඔ�ඛගඉඎඎ

Work-related stress is one of the most 
common causes of illness reported by 
workers. The Swedish Work Environment 
Authority’s forecasts show that stress-
related illness is expected to increase in 
the future. The solution to the problem of 
work-related stress is complex and requires 
multidisciplinary measures. Recovery is a 
key factor for us to feel good and be able 
to perform.  The institute of stress medicine 
in Gothenburg has conducted a study to 
DVVHVV�KRZ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�KDV�DႇHFWHG�WKH�
work environment. One of the conclusions 
from the study is that it is vital to ensure 
that there is a possibility of recovery during 
working hours. The most vulnerable workers 
are those in the healthcare and health 
sectors. During times of high workload 
such as the pandemic, studies show that 
many healthcare workers perceive their 
work environment as deteriorating. In 
JHQHUDO��KHDOWKFDUH�VWDႇ�FXUUHQWO\�KDYH�
QR�JXDUDQWHHG�VSHFL¿F�VSDFH�DW�WKHLU�
ZRUNSODFH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�KDYH�DQ�HႇHFWLYH�
recovery during working hours.  
The physical environment has a great 
impact on our ability to recover mentally. 
Studies show that access to greenery in the 
ZRUNSODFH�KDV�D�SRVLWLYH�HႇHFW�RQ�VWUHVV�
and that the right type of focus and degree 

of complexity in a space can also reduce 
stress. 

The purpose of the thesis has been to 
explore the need for and design of a facility 
for healthcare workers that can support 
recovery and prevent work related stress. 
 
The aim has been to create an architecture 
where the design can support mental 
recovery by working with senses and 
atmospheres. 
 
The methods include literature studies 
within restorative environments, biophilic 
design, salutogenic design and interviews 
with relevant informers such as healthcare 
ZRUNHUV�DQG�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿HOG�
of occupational health.
 
The investigation resulted in a design 
proposal consisting of partly acupuncture 
interventions and mainly a building, with a 
restorative layout that supports healthcare 
workers mental health both in a preventive 
and rehabilitating manner. It is located 
within Sahlgrenska University Hospital in 
Gothenburg.
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THEO BELZONS

  
GALTABÄCK ARTIST RESIDENCE  

- Spaces for withdrawal and unconditional creation

Artists, writers and various creative practi-

tioners can apply for allowances, grants and 

stay at residencies in different lengths. The-

se accommodations provides opportunities 

for short term cultural exchange between 

participants, host and their culture, while 

providing possibilities for individual creative 

development and networking. Contempo-

rary residencies are diverse and unique in 

WKHLU�VHWWLQJ��SUR¿OH�DQG�SUHVFULEHG�RXWFRPH�� 
We see tendencies of various forms of  

residencies providing dwelling and studio 

space having been allocated in peripheral 

areas since the early art colonies to this day, 

where contemporary residencies witness of 

a potential greater public interest in escaping 

PRGHUQ�FRPPRGL¿FDWLRQ�

There are no artist residencies in Halland to 

this day, although the characteristic lowland 

along the coastal line of the region demon-

strates peripheral peculiarities with much de-

sirable qualities for established and emerging 

artist or creatives seeking for environmental 

change, exchange or temporary withdrawal.

But in peripheral regions where natural phe-

nomenas constitute the greater part of the 

immediate surroundings, human activities 

are easily overlooked. The thesis aims to ex-

plore how a residence providing temporary 

withdrawal and cultural exchange between 

parts can materialise in a peripheral context, 

without undermining a place identity that 

individuals and groups orient themselves 

towards and in relation to. 

The thesis includes a design proposal dri-

ven by a research by design methodology 

that explores how a peripheral artist resi-

GHQFH� LQ� WKH� OLJKW�RI� LQFUHDVLQJ�GLYHUVL¿FD-

tion of residency models can take expres-

VLRQ�DQG�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJH�
LQ� WKH� VSHFL¿F� SHULSKHUDO� FRQWH[W� RI� *DO-
tabäcks hamn, situated south of Varberg. 

Keywords : Artist residence, periphery, 

place, identity
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KELLI BERG MCILROY 
  
THE URBAN LIVING ROOM 
- CONSTRUCTING APPROPRIATION VIA THE THIRD SPACE

The aim of this thesis is to spatially 
investigate The Third Space, using life’s 
transitions within this fast-moving society 
to be absorbed in the Urban streetscape of 
Gothenburg. Investigating social dynamics, 
the concept of The Third Space  is designed 
to encourage social interactions, foster 
creativity, trigger co-creation & to make use 
of spaces otherwise left without purpose.

What does a successful environment mean? 
The city of Gothenburg seems today to 
celebrate industrial and labour oriented 
SURJUHVVLRQ� ZLWK� KLJK�ULVH� EXLOW� RႈFH� 	�
industrial spaces. Gothenburg, like many 
other urban cities, indeed seems to be in 
need of a Third Space: To breathe between 
labour and domesticity, a space dedicated 
for the people. 

This thesis problematizes the city formed 
after industry. It attempts to propose a design 
for the individual as for the group within the 
urban room, fostering public agents and 
new communities & supporting domestic 
movements.  

The methodology used will investigate the 
industrial city that Gothenburg !as become, 
in contrast to its early history as a merchant 

city, where social encounters constantly 
occurred next to the river banks. Another 
city, also very dependent on its river, with a 
merchant background, is Venice. Venetian 
Gothic architecture is explored within its 
urban expression, a precedent of The 
Urban Living Room, the space which the 
theory of The Third Space will be tested 
upon. The belief is that the urban model 
of Venice could give room for The Third 
Space.

The testing platform is allocated on 
Gothenburg riverbank, surrounded by 
LQGXVWU\�	�GRPHVWLF�VSDFH��$W�¿UVW�JODQFH��
the site seem to pose a lack of public & 
private gradients, leading to pedestrian 
confusion, resulting in neglection. 

The Third Space (Soja, 1996) is the 
transitional gap between the urban built 
form & the imagined, perceived space. It 
is the connection between the now & the 
future. It is a hybrid space between public 
and private, indoor and outdoor, where 
imagination & creativity occur.  

Keywords : Relations, Appropriation, Third 
space, Identity, Belonging 
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SARA BERGQUIST

  
REMAIN CALM  

��ඉ�උඍඖගකඍ�ඎ඗ක�ඐඍඉඔඑඖඏ�ගඐඍ�ඛගකඍඛඛඍඌ

Long periods of stress without time to reco-

ver is a common and increasing problem in 

our society. As it often leads to a higher risk 

of complications down the road, such as 

mental health problems and fatigue syndro-

me, it’s important to prevent these cases 

from escalating and to provide people with 

help and support no matter where they are 

on the spectrum of health and stress.

The aim of this project was to design a 

healthcare centre for those who need help 

in dealing with their stress-levels both in 

the long-term and in the short-term through 

healing environments and holistic therapy 

for stress-management activities such as 

psychotherapy and mindfulness. 

The exploration was conducted through lite-

rature studies about healing and stimulating 

HႇHFWV�WKDW�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQWV�FDQ�KDYH�RQ�
our health and how stress can be reduced 

DQG�PDQDJHG�WKURXJK�GLႇHUHQW�WKHUDSHXWLF�
activities. Literature studies surrounding 

biophilic- and salutogenic design contributed 

to a large scope of the research, resulting in 

design strategies which were implemented 

in the project through explorative sketches 

and digital modelling.

The project resulted in the design of a cen-

WUH�WKDW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WDUJHWV�VWUHVV�UHGXFWLRQ�
and management through healing environ-

ments and supporting activities. A place 

where the stressed receive support, tools, 

and guidance in their journeys towards gre-

ater health.

Keywords : healing environments, stress, 

biophilic design, salutogenic design, holis-

tic therapy
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VIKTOR BIENEK
  
OLD INTO NEW  
- a sustainable transformation of a former spinning mill in the 
rural area of gothenburg

I have always liked the idea of former in-
dustrial buildings being used for communal 
purposes. That‘s what they were built for 
LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��6R��LI�LW�FDQ¶W�EH�D�IDFWRU\�
DQ\PRUH��ZKDW�DERXW�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�LW�LQWR�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�IRU�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��VXFK�
DV�FR�KRXVLQJ��D�FXOWXUDO�FHQWUH��RU�VR-
PHWKLQJ�VLPLODU"�6RPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRP-
PXQLW\�EHQH¿WV�IURP��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�YDFDQW�
IDFWRULHV��ZDUHKRXVHV��DQG�PLOOV�LQ�WKH�UXUDO�
DUHD�RI�6ZHGHQ�LV�VWLOO�KLJK��6SLQQLQJ�PLOOV��
paper mills and other industrial buildings 
ZHUH�RIWHQ�EXLOW�QHDU�ULYHUV��ZKLFK�VHUYHG�DV�
DQ�HQHUJ\�VRXUFH��:LWK�DQ�LQGXVWU\��VRFLHW\�
EHJDQ�WR�EXLOG�XS��ZKLFK�ZDV�PRVWO\�GHSHQ-
dent on the factory economy.
7RGD\��PDQ\�LQGXVWULDO�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�IRU-
PHU�IDFWRULHV�DUH�DEDQGRQHG��RU�XVHG�IRU�D�
temporary purpose. They are omnipresent 
DQG�RIWHQ�JR�XQQRWLFHG��EXW�WKH\�H[LVW�DV�D�
valuable resource and offer a great opportu-
nity for community projects that could enrich 
the lives of many.
This thesis looks at a particular former 
VSLQQLQJ�PLOO�LQ�$ODIRUV��D�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�WKH�
rural area of Gothenburg. The factory area 
consists of several buildings and has been 
SDUWO\�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��+RZHYHU��WKH�
FXUUHQW�FRQFHSW�LV�XQFOHDU��EXW�WKH�PXQLFL-
pality and the property owners see great 

potential for further development.
$�QHZ�FRQFHSW�IRFXVHV�RQ�D�PL[HG�XVH�
that creates synergies within the factory 
VLWH��EXW�DOVR�EH\RQG�LWV�ERXQGDULHV��:LWK�
DSSURSULDWH�QHZ�IXQFWLRQV��¿QDQFLDO�ULVNV�
are spread and lead to resilience for future 
happenings. New functions can feed off 
HDFK�RWKHU��PDNLQJ�D�VFKHPH�PRUH�DWW-
ractive to all users and giving it long term 
vitality.
An evidence-based design proposal 
IRFXVHV�RQ�RQH�EXLOGLQJ�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DQG�
displays improvements in its environme-
ntal impact through an iterative design 
approach. This was performed through 
different design tools. Architectural quali-
WLHV��VXFK�DV�IXQFWLRQDOLW\��SURSRUWLRQ�DQG�
PDWHULDOLW\��KDYH�EHHQ�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKURXJK�
OLWHUDWXUH��LQWHUYLHZV��DQG�GHVLJQ�H[SHUL-
ments.
The outcome of this thesis is an appropri-
ate new architectural programme for the 
former spinning mill in Alafors that includes 
DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��6RFLDO��HFRORJL-
FDO��DQG�HFRQRPLFDO�

Keywords : #rural development #eviden-
ced-based design #LCA #transformation
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EMIL BLÜCKER

  
FUTURE MONUMENTS  

��ගකඉඋඑඖඏ�ගඐඍ�ඉඖගඐක඗඘඗උඍඖඍ

Part of human nature is our need to 

materialize and manifest our existence 

and the events shaping our lives. Not only 

for ourselves, the ones living those very 

lives. We also feel the need to tell the 

afterworld of our existence and its trials and 

tribulations.

This thesis explores how climate change 

��WKH�GH¿QLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�DQWKURSRFHQH�
- can be immortalized through structures. 

These structures make the slow paced yet 

dramatic changes in nature visible, creating 

instruments that alarm us about where we 

are headed today, and preserve what’s left 

of us tomorrow - telling the story of the past, 

present and future all at once. 

The melancholy of the anthropocene is 

humankind’s asymmetrical relationship to 

nature. For us, nature is a means to an end, 

all the while we ourselves are both that very 

means and that very end. For nature, we 

are merely a factor among many, to which 

VKH�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�LQGLႇHUHQW��7KHUHIRUH�WKH�
structures play the immortal song of human 

mortality, tracing climate change and human 

“nature” through nature itself.

Humans needs nature, but nature does not 

need humans, yet the paradox is that we 

are a part of nature in its highest regard. 

In these structures, nature is playing the 

tones of the anthropocene, but we are 

always able to alter the tone, changing 

the outcome. The hidden shifts that the 

anthroprocene creates are revealed and 

translated in to the human scale, making 

us able to interact with it, understand 

it, perhaps even mourn it. Natural 

phenomena is the musician, the structures 

are the instruments and the anthropocene 

is the name of the song.

This thesis manifests nature’s complete 

LQGLႇHUHQFH�WRZDUGV�XV��DQG�WKH�LQWHUSOD\�
with our everlasting tendency to alter 

nature, for better or for worse. The 

structures will keep playing the song of the 

anthropocene, commemorating human 

nature.

Keywords : anthropocene, narrative, 

speculative architecture, climate change
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JULIA BRANDBERG
  
CONSTRUCTING THE LIMINAL  
- APPYING THE JAPANESE CONCEPT OF MA TO THE DESIGN OF A LIMINAL SPACE

The void is an important feature in the Japa-
nese concept of Ma. Ma is found within many 
DUWLVWLF� ¿HOGV� LQ� ÀH[LEOH� DQG� XQLTXH� H[SUHV-
VLRQV�� EXW� LQ� DUFKLWHFWXUH� LW� DSSHDUV� LQ� WKH�
negative space of an environment and its 
SRWHQWLDO� RI� DWPRVSKHULF� FKDUDFWHU�� ,W� LV� DQ�
LQ�EHWZHHQ� VSDFH� GHVLJQHG� IRU� KHLJKWHQHG�
DZDUHQHVV� LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR� LWV�FRQWUDVWLQJ�ERU-
ders. 

$�ZHVWHUQ�FRLQHG�WHUP��OLPLQDO�VSDFHV��LV�DQ�
LQ�EHWZHHQ�VSDFH��FUHDWLQJ�D�IRUP�RI�WKUHVK-
ROG� IURP�RQH�SODFH� WR� DQRWKHU�� D� WUDQVLWLRQ��
7UDGLWLRQDOO\� WKH� OLPHQ�ZRXOG�DSSHDU� LQ�KLV-
WRULFDO� DUFKLWHFWXUH� DW� IRU� H[DPSOH� WKH� 3UR-
S\ODHD�DW�7KH�$FURSROLV��D�PRQXPHQWDO�JDWH-
ZD\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�WHPSOH�DUHD��
and the sacred inside, consisting of the rite 
of passage’s three phases: the separation, 
WKH�OLPHQ��DQG�WKH�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ��,Q�DUFKLWHF-
WXUH��WKH�ULWH�RI�SDVVDJH�LV�D�WRRO�WR�HQKDQFH�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�ZKLOH�FUHDWLQJ�D�PRPHQW�RI�DP-
ELJXLW\�DQG�GLVRULHQWDWLRQ��

,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�WKH�WHUP�³OLPLQDO�VSDFH´�KDV�
ERRPHG� RQ� RQOLQH� SODWIRUPV� VXFK� DV� 5HG-
GLW�� ,QVWDJUDP�� DQG� <RXWXEH�� 7KH� LPDJHV�
VKDUHG�RQOLQH�LQWHQG�WR�FDSWXUH�DQG�WUDQVIHU�
WKH�VSHFWDWRU�V��WR�WKH�XQLGHQWL¿HG�DQG�WUDQ-
VLWLRQDO�UHDOP�SRUWUD\HG��+RZHYHU��IRU�DUFKL-

tects, the spaces shared and discussed as 
H[DPSOHV� RI� P\VWHULRXV� DQG� DWPRVSKHULF�
OLPLQDO� VSDFHV� EHFRPHV� DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ� UH-
action to our designed surroundings. It is 
VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�VKRXOG�KDYH� LQ�PLQG��HVSH-
FLDOO\�DV�WKH�RQOLQH�H[DPSOHV�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�
DUH�XQLQWHQGHGO\�GHVLJQHG�WR�WULJJHU�VXFK�D�
response.  

This project aims to discuss and understand 
LQ�EHWZHHQ� VSDFH� IURP� D� SK\VLFDO� DQG� DW-
PRVSKHULF� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ� DQG� ZLOO� EH� SXW�
LQWR�H[DPSOH� WKURXJK�D�VSHFXODWLYH�GHVLJQ�
DW�*XVWDI� ,,�$GROI¶V� VTXDUH� LQ�*RWKHQEXUJ��
Here, the concept of the eastern Ma and 
ZHVWHUQ� OLPLQDO� VSDFHV�ZLOO�ZRUN� LQ� V\PEL-
RVLV��FRQWUDVWLQJ��DQG�FRPSOHPHQWLQJ�HDFK�
other in the creation� RI� D� SK\VLFDO� VSDFH�
WKDW�KROGV�URRP�IRU�DWPRVSKHUH�RQ�D�PRUH�
FRPSOH[� OHYHO� WKDQ�ZKDW� WKH� VSDFH�� LQ� UH-
ODWLRQ� WR� LWV� UDWLRQDO� FRQFUHWH� IRUPDW� DV� D�
VSDFH��KDV�WKH�H[SHFWHG�RXWFRPH�WR�FUHDWH��

.H\ZRUGV�� 0D�� OLPLQDO� VSDFH�� QHJDWLYH�
space, non-space
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RAQUEL DOMINGUES
  
HOUSING AFTER HOUSING  
��'ඍඛඑඏඖ�ඛගකඉගඍඏඑඍඛ�ඎ඗ක�කඍඛඑඔඑඍඖග�ඐ඗ඝඛඑඖඏ��ඎ඗උඝඛඑඖඏ�඗ඖ�ඉඌඉ඘ගඉඊඑඔඑගඡ�උ඗ඖඋඍ඘ගඛ�එඖ�ඕ඗ඌඍකඖ�ඉකඋඐඑගඍඋගඝකඍ�එඖ�ඟ඗඗ඌඍඖ�ඊඝඑඔඌඑඖඏඛ

7RGD\�� GHPRJUDSKLF� FKDQJHV� UHTXLUH� WKDW� WKH�
DSDUWPHQWV�ZH� GHVLJQ� QHHG� WR� EH� DEOH� WR�PHHW�
FKDQJLQJ� OLYLQJ� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� ERWK� IRU� WRGD\¶V�
GZHOOLQJ� IDPLOLHV� DQG� IRU� WKRVH� WR� FRPH�� :LWK�
DGDSWDEOH� KRXVLQJ�� D� GZHOOLQJ� FDQ� UHVSRQG� WR�
FKDQJLQJ�QHHGV�DQG�HQDEOH�IDPLOLHV�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�
WKHLU�DSDUWPHQWV�ZKHQ�VXFK�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DULVH�

,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LQGXVWU\¶V�FXUUHQW�GLUHFWLRQ�
WRZDUG� VXVWDLQDEOH� VROXWLRQV� ZLWK� ZRRGHQ�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ��WKLV�PDVWHU�WKHVLV�H[SORUHV�ZRRGHQ�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�DV�D�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�IRU�TXDOLWDWLYH�DQG�
DGDSWDEOH� GZHOOLQJV� LQ� PXOWL�IDPLO\� UHVLGHQWLDO�
EXLOGLQJV��

$V�SDUW�RI�D�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�KRXVLQJ�GHYHORSHU�
5LNVE\JJHQ� DQG� 6ZHFR� DUFKLWHFWV�� DOWHUQDWLYH�
DSDUWPHQW� ÀRRU� SODQV� DUH� EHLQJ� H[SORUHG�
LQ� “Gibraltarvallen”� WR� DVVHVV� KRZ� ZRRGHQ�
DUFKLWHFWXUH� DQG�GHVLJQ� VWUDWHJLHV� IRU� DGDSWDEOH�
VSDFH�FDQ�EH�FRPELQHG�WR�FUHDWH�TXDOLWDWLYH�DQG�
YDOXDEOH�DSDUWPHQW�VSDFHV�

7KH� FXUUHQW� WKHVLV� H[DPLQHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKLV�EDFNJURXQG��

- How can adaptability strategies develop and 
create spatially optimal living environments that 
are resilient and best serve people?
- In what way can apartments in a multifamily 
residential building be constructed using cross-
laminated wood and designed to meet the 
requirements of adaptable space?

0HWKRGV� XVHG� ZLOO� EH� Research For� DQG�
Research Through Design�� OLWHUDWXUH� UHYLHZV�
DQG�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DQDO\VLV��

7KH�FDVH�VWXG\�“Gibraltarvallen” ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�D�
VWDUWLQJ� SRLQW� IRU� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ� WKH� DGDSWDELOLW\�
FRQFHSWV�PRVW�VXLWDEOH�IRU�ZRRGHQ�VWUXFWXUHV��

7KH� SUHFRQGLWLRQV� IRU� WKLV� WKHVLV� DUH� WKH�
WKHRUHWLFDO� IUDPHZRUN� EDVHG� RQ� DGDSWDELOLW\�
FRQFHSWV��WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�IRU�GHVLJQ�LQ�ZRRGHQ�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�TXDOLWLHV�RI�ERWK�WKH�KRXVLQJ�
GHYHORSHU�DQG�KRXVHKROG�XVHU�� IRFXVLQJ�RQ� WKH�
VSDWLDO�FDSDFLW\�DQG�XVH��WLPH����

7KH� UHVXOWV� ZLOO� GH¿QH� D� VHW� RI� JXLGHOLQHV� IRU�
FUHDWLQJ�D�W\SRORJLHV�FRQFHSW�PRGHO��HPSKDVL]LQJ�
WKH�DGDSWDELOLW\�LQ�ZRRGHQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�KRZ�
WR� FUHDWH� DQ� DGDSWLYH� FRQFHSW� WR� EH� XVHG� LQ�
IXWXUH�ZRRGHQ�KRXVLQJ�SURMHFWV�
  
7KLV� WKHVLV� GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKDW� LPSOHPHQWLQJ�
DGDSWDELOLW\� VWUDWHJLHV� FDQ� DႇHFW� WKH� VSDWLDO�
TXDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�GZHOOLQJ�DQG�WKH�VRFLDO�DWWULEXWHV�
RI� WKH� KRXVHKROG�� 7KLV� ZLOO� OHDG� WR� LQFUHDVHG�
DXWRQRP\� DQG� UHVLOLHQFH� LQ� RYHUFRPLQJ�
FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�RQO\�WLPH�ZLOO�LQIRUP�

.H\ZRUGV��
'ZHOOLQJ��$GDSWDELOLW\��8VDELOLW\��
5HVLOLHQW� OLYLQJ� VROXWLRQV�� 0XOWL�IDPLO\� KRXVLQJ��
0RGHUQ�ZRRGHQ�KRXVHV�H
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RASMUS CANFJORDEN
  
FOLDING WOOD  
- investigating acrhictectural opportunities of folded plate principles in timber structures

The concept of the folded plate has existed 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�HQJLQH-
HULQJ�IRU�FORVH�WR�D�FHQWXU\��+RZHYHU��RQH�
VHOGRP�HQFRXQWHUV�IROGHG�SODWH�VWUXFWXUHV�LQ�
WKH�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW��,Q�WKHRU\��WKH�IROGHG�
SODWH�LV�DQ�HI¿FLHQW�ZD\�RI�HQFORVLQJ�ODUJH�
YROXPHV�XVLQJ�D�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�DPRXQW�
RI�PDWHULDO��1HYHUWKHOHVV��LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
GHVLJQ��WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�
FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�SUHYHQWV�WKLV�WKHRU\�IURP�
EHFRPLQJ�UHDOLW\�

7KLV�WKHVLV�LQYHVWLJDWHV�KRZ�WKH�IROGHG�SODWH�
SULQFLSOHV�FDQ�EH�SXVKHG�EH\RQG�SHUIHFWO\�
V\PPHWULFDO�VKDSHV�WR�JDLQ�VSDWLDO�YDOXHV��
$VSHFWV�VXFK�DV�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�DSHUWXUHV��
VSDFH�GLYLVLRQ�DQG�VKHOO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DUH�
GLVFXVVHG�RQ�D�FRQFHSWXDO�OHYHO��0RUHRYHU��
WKLV�WKHVLV�ORRNV�DW�WKH�XVH�RI�&URVV�/DPL-
QDWHG�7LPEHU��&/7��LQ�IROGHG�SODWH�VWUXFWX-
UHV�DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�FDQ�EH�GHVLJQHG�XVLQJ�
GLJLWDO�GHVLJQ�WRROV�

7KH�ZRUN�GHSDUWV�IURP�H[LVWLQJ�OLWHUDWXUH�
DQG�EXLOW�H[DPSOHV�DQG�XVHV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�
RI�SK\VLFDO�DQG�GLJLWDO�PRGHOLQJ�WR�IXUWKHU�
H[SORUH�WKH�IROGHG�SODWH�DV�D�VWUXFWXUDO�DQG�
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQFHSW��)XQGDPHQWDO�SULQFLS-
OHV�IRXQG�LQ�RULJDPL�DUH�XVHG�WR�LQLWLDWH�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�IROGHG�JHRPHWU\��7R�FRQWH[-

WXDOL]H�¿QGLQJV�DQG�LGHDV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKLV�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�WR�VXJJHVW�DQ�H[SDQGHG�XVH�
RI�IROGHG�SODWHV��D�GHVLJQ�SURSRVDO�IRU�D�
SXEOLF�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�FHQWUDO�*RWKHQEXUJ�ZDV�
SURGXFHG�

)LQDOO\��FRQFOXVLRQV�GUDZQ�IURP�WKH�UHVH-
DUFK�GRQH�UHODWLQJ�WR�DV\PPHWU\�DV�ZHOO�
DV�DGGLWLRQDO�DVSHFWV�DUH�SUHVHQWHG��7KH�
SUDFWLFDO�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�
GHVLJQ�FKRLFHV�PDGH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�SURSRVDO�
DUH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�NQRZOHGJH�
JDLQHG�IURP�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�

.H\ZRUGV��)ROGHG�SODWH�VWUXFWXUHV��FURVV�
ODPLQDWHG�WLPEHU��RULJDPL��DV\PPHWU\��
GLJLWDO�WRROV
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CASANOVA LEONARDO  

RE-THINKING CHLDREN’S EMPOWERMENT
$ඖ�ඍච඘ඔ඗කඉගඑ඗ඖ�ග඗�ගඐඍ�ජඉ඘ඉගඑඛගඉ�ඛඋඐ඗඗ඔ�ඕ඗ඌඍඔ�ග඗�඘ක඗ඕ඗ගඍ�
කඍඛඑඔඑඍඖඋඍ�ඉඖඌ�ඍඕ඘඗ඟඍකඕඍඖග�ගඐක඗ඝඏඐ�ඌඍඛඑඏඖ

This thesis explores how designers can fos-
ter children’s empowerment through three 
approaches that aim to understand child-
ren’s physical and mental development and 
one study case to bring values that could 
positively impact children’s development.  
 
7KH�¿UVW�VWHS�LV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�FKDUDF-
teristics are required to address children’s 
development and provide mechanisms to 
bring their perspective into design proposi-
tions that meet their needs. Therefore, this 
project combines psychological (Cognitive 
development), spatial (Cognitive experien-
ce), and pedagogical (Popular education) 
approaches to create a framework that 
understands their age necessities. 
 
The second step is to incorporate a case 
study that has put people and the environ-
ment at the center of its values. This move 
has the intention to discover concepts that 
could provide human values to design pro-
posals. That is why this project has decided 
to implement the Zapatista School model 
(from the southeast state of Chiapas, Mex-
ico). It represents an essential component 
for understanding how community values 
can help to construct a caring, empowering, 
resilient and sustainable environment where 

children can thrive and create stronger 
bonds within their communities. 
 
Knowing this, the outcome of this thesis 
is six strategies dedicated to providing a 
new perspective for designers to collabo-
rate with children and bring them into the 
discussion of transforming the future with 
present actions. The work aims to turn the 
designers’ position around the children and 
their active involvement in their empower-
ment by proposing these strategies. 

Keywords : 

Education 
Social changes 
Empowerment 
Critical awareness 
Community
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NEMIR CHAUDHRY  

NORDIC MOSQUE  
- an architectural exploration of co-existance between religion and nordic culture

Multiculturalism is one of the words that 
is used to describe Sweden as a country 
where individuals of different ethnicities, 
ideologies, and religions co-exist. One of 
the aspects that makes this a possibility is 
the constitutional law of religious freedom in 
the country.

During the last century, the amount of 
practicing Muslims in Sweden has grown 
exponentially, and statistics predict even 
more growth in the coming years. However, 
there is a lack of sacred spaces built for 
the country’s Muslim population. One of 
the reasons is that the architectural style of 
WKHVH�VDFUHG�VSDFHV�LV�W\SLFDOO\�LQÀXHQFHG�
by other regions in the world and not the 
Nordic context.

Through a research by design method, this 
thesis aims to explore how the typology 
of a mosque can be incorporated into a 
Nordic urban context of Gamlestaden in 
Gothenburg. Theory, reference study and 
analysis of the local context work as a 
framework that underlays the understanding 
of the design requirements of mosques and 
how it can be integrated with the Swedish 
ideology and architectural building typology.

The proposed building within the framing 
of this thesis deals with the complexity of 
an urban site, materiality and enhancing 
the spirituality of space through light and 
sequences. This resulted in a mosque in 
brick oriented towards the Ka´aba with a 
surrounding concrete colonnade following 
the city grid creating courtyards inbetween.
 
The objective of the thesis is to 
FRPPXQLFDWH�WKH�EHQH¿WV��DQG�WKH�QHHG��
for an Islamic sacred building to be part of 
the 21st century Nordic building typology, 
thus promoting social sustainability through 
integration.

Keywords : mosque, spirituality, nordic 
context, social sustainability, light
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LUCY CHEN

  

PERPETUATION THROUGH RADICAL ADAPTION  

- imagining a million-programme modernization of a baroque castle

The point of departure was a curiosity 

in the polarized opinions of contrasting 

architectural eras. Huge castles mostly 

stand empty but are seen as invaluable 

material heritages, while modernist buildings 

are looked down upon despite being the 

homes of millions. The topic is complex, 

but arguments often involve beauty and 

modernization as each other’s opposites. 

The thesis aims to bring a new perspective 

to the discussion, regarding buildings 

as material assets as well as bearers of 

stories– not only stylistic representations. 

As climate crisis escalates, it becomes 

increasingly important to appreciate all 

existing buildings. Using superimposition 

and the effects of juxtaposition, the project 

explores what could happen if buildings with 

completely different levels of appreciation 

are mixed. 

Explorations are focused on two contrasting 

eras in the Swedish context, both in 

terms of societal structures and stylistic 

ideals: baroque castles of the 1600’s and 

the Million-programme in the late 60’s. 

6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�SURMHFW�HQJDJHV�LQ�D�
speculative transformation of Skokloster 

Castle, the biggest private castle ever built 

in Sweden. Planned and constructed during 

the Swedish Empire, it is the ultimate 

status marker of a rich noble of its time, 

as well as a prominent piece of baroque 

architecture. In contrast, Skolspåret in 

Gothenburg stands as the result of an 

architect strongly inspired by Le Corbusier, 

operating during a time when new building 

technologies and quality housing for all 

was on top of the political agenda. 

The result is a proposal in which the halls 

of Skokloster Castle is transformed into 

IXQFWLRQDO�OLYLQJ�VSDFHV��DQG�WKH�ÀRRU�
heights are utilized to create multi-storey 

apartments. The stylistic characteristics of 

the two architectures are maintained. The 

goal of the proposal is not to turn the castle 

into a million program, but rather showcase 

alternative views on how buildings can 

HQGXUH�WKH�ÀXFWXDWLRQV�RI�WLPH��E\�DGDSWLQJ�
to them. 

Keywords : adaption, speculation, baroque, 

million-programme
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LAURA COMMERE  

HEMP MADE

We live in a society where people spend 
most of their time indoors. Buildings should 
thus provide safe and sound spaces to live, 
work and sleep in. However, the building 
industry nowadays is mostly relying on non-
renewable, man-made materials that could 
badly impact the indoor quality of our built 
environment. Above that, these materials 
KDYH�D�QRQ�QHJOHFWDEOH�QHJDWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�
both on resources and on emissions, 
SXWWLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHVVXUH�RQ�RXU�SODQHW��
Natural materials can provide an ecological 
and healthy alternative to numerous 
conventional building components. This 
thesis work investigates hempcrete, a 
sustainable, natural, biobased material 
that has great potential as an insulative 
LQ¿OO�FRPSRQHQW��+HPSFUHWH�LV�D�PL[WXUH�
of hemp hurds with a mineral binder, most 
often lime-based. The hemp plant is fast-
growing, making it a particularly resource-
HႈFLHQW�UDZ�PDWHULDO��7KLV�ZRUN�H[SODLQV�
what hempcrete is, how it is made and 
ZKDW�GLႇHUHQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV�DUH�
applied nowadays. Further on, the work 
focusses on the material’s performances 
both regarding indoor climate regulation 
and environmental impact. Various 
characteristics such as vapor permeability, 
hygrothermal performances and thermal 

mass allow for hempcrete buildings to 
achieve a steady and comfortable indoor 
climate. Furthermore, hempcrete has a 
small carbon footprint, mainly thanks to the 
hemp hurds. 

The possibility of associating hemp 
with clay rather than with lime is also 
investigated throughout this thesis 
work. This would enable to create a 
completely sustainable, safe and sound 
biomaterial. Lime has non neglectable 
embodied energy and embodied carbon, 
whereas clay is a local resource, available 
everywhere, that does not require 
processing. Furthermore, hemp-clay 
is a zero-waste product, as both hemp 
and clay can be reused or recycled and 
are both 100% biodegradable. Both 
theoretical research and material testing 
are led to study the potential of hemp-
clay, and indoor climate performances are 
compared. In the end, guidelines on how to 
implement hempcrete in design are given 
DQG�H[HPSODU\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GHWDLOV��ZLWK�
their performance, are elaborated. 

Keywords : hempcrete, hemp-lime, hemp-
clay, indoor climate, environmental impactB
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GABRIEL DANIELSSON
  
 ROOM FOR NATURE  
 - A Visitor ’s Centre for the Botanical Gardens in Gothenburg

The fast pace of the city can often feel 
ZHDULQJ�DQG�KHFWLF��7R�¿QG�SHDFH�DQG�
TXLHW��QDWXUH�FDQ�RIWHQ�RႇHU�DQ�HVFDSH�IRU�
many people and for some the tranquillity 
of nature can act as an almost religious or 
contemplative substitute. Regardless of how 
nature is perceived or experienced by va-
rious people, I doubt that there are few who 
would not feel relaxed when being present 
in a serene natural landscape.  

In Gothenburg – this web or road, chaos 
and stress – there are fortunately a few 
green islands or serenity and peacefulness. 
During the Corona pandemic, the Botanical 
Gardens acted as such a place for me.

The setting for this thesis project will be the 
Botanical Gardens in Gothenburg where the 
aim is to present a proposal for a visitor’s 
centre combined with greenhouses. Such a 
project is currently under construction and 
indicates that there is a need for a building 
that can inform and inspire more people to 
experience and learn about nature. This 
will not only be of interest to the public, but 
also to university students of botany as an 
enhancment of their studies. In fact, the 
Botanical Gardens already have extensive 
collaboration with the university faculty.

The design method can be described as 
contextual or organic where the building 
aims to encapsulate natural forms into 
it’s design language. This is formulated 
through the question of research:

How can a visitor’s centre for nature be 
designed using geometrical abstraction of 
natural elements to harmonise with the sur-
rounding context of the proposed building?

This thesis will, apart form the design 
proposal, encapsulate reference studies 
of other well known greenhouses, archi-
WHFWXUH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�W\SH�RI�GHVLJQ�¿HOG�DV�
well as an analysis and shorter historical 
description of the Botanical Gardens in 
Gothenburg.

Keywords : Greenhouse design, Visitor’s 
centre, Organic architecture, Nature, Gar-
den designB
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ULRIKE DONNERHACK

  
HOMAGE TO HOME  

- An ArchitecturAl investigAtion At storA stenbrottet in the KinneKulle region

“Architecture is the very mirror of life. You 

only have to cast your eyes on buildings to 

feel the presence of the past, the spirit of a 

SODFH��WKH\�DUH�WKH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\�´�

- I. M. Pei

In this thesis, I return to my home region on 

Kinnekulle in order to explore how the de-

sign of a public building can connect to- and 

enhance the experience of a place and the 

cultural history of a region. 

Through a research by design approach 

the thesis aims to investigate traditional 

stone- and timber building techniques from 

the area of Kinnekulle and explore how 

they could be translated into the typology 

of a modern visitors center and through 

this contribute to the knowledge on using 

stone and timber as a building material in an 

architectural project. 

The thesis engages with theory on archi-

tectural regionalism, tectonics and materia-

lity and through studies on site, in models, 

sketches and drawings results in a two-part 

visitor center at the large quarry on Kinne-

kulle. 

One part tells the narrative of stone — its 

durability, strength and timelessness. The 

other part tells the tale of wood — its light-

ness and warmth. Through this the thesis 

aims to pay homage to two contrasting ma-

terials — to a place — and to the cultural 

heritage of Kinnekulle.

Keywords : Kinnekulle, natural stone, tim-

ber, visitor center, rural, heritage, landsca-

pe
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MARCELA DZIECIATKOWSKA
  
SENIOR HEALTH PARK  
��ඉ�ඐඍඉඔගඐ�඘ක඗ඕ඗ගඑඞඍ�උ඗ඕඕඝඖඑගඡ�඘ඉකඓ�ඎ඗ක�඗ඔඌඍක�ඉඌඝඔගඛ

We live in the times of an aging society. 
(OGHUO\�LV�RIWHQ�DႇHFWHG�E\�SK\VLFDO�DQG�
PHQWDO�GLVHDVHV��WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�ZKLFK�PD\�
result in the need of full living assistance. 
&KDQJLQJ�GHPRJUDSKLFDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�
OLPLW�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�VXFK�VHUYLFH�DQG�
FKDQJH�WKH�DSSURDFK�WR�HOGHUO\�FDUH��7R�
WUXO\�PHHW�WKHLU�QHHGV�DQG�HQVXUH�D�IXO¿O-
OLQJ�OLIH��SODQQLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�IXWXUH�QHHGV�WR�
EH�VWDUWHG�DV�HDUO\�DV�LQ�WKH�FORVH�FRPLQJ�
\HDUV��7KH�FKDOOHQJH�ZH�DUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�LV�
FRPSOH[�DQG�UHTXLUHV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�VROX-
WLRQV�DQG�DSSURDFKHV��2QH�RI�WKHP�LV�KHDOWK�
SURPRWLRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�HOGHUO\�
ZKLFK�FRXOG�KHOS�WKHP�UHPDLQ�KHDOWK\�DQG�
active, reducing their risk of needing living 
assistance. 

$�KHDOWK�SURPRWLYH�IDFLOLW\�FRXOG�SURYH�
VXFFHVVIXO�LI�LW�UHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�PXOWLWXGH�
of seniors’ varied needs, making it easy 
DQG�HQJDJLQJ�IRU�WKHP�WR�XVH�LW��7KLV�HႇHFW�
FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�LQ�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�ZD\�E\�
LQYROYLQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�
SURFHVV�

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�WKHVLV�LV�WR�H[SORUH�DQG�
GHYHORS�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�KHDOWK�SURPRWLYH�
EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW�LQ�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�FRQWH[W��ZLWK�
IRFXV�RQ�XUEDQ�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�GHVLJQ�

DVSHFWV�UHODWHG�WR�XVHU�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�
main research methods, namely literature 
VWXGLHV��DUHD�DQDO\VLV�DQG�GHVLJQ�FRPEL-
QHG�ZLWK�XVHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�D�
GHHSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�GHVLJQ�IDFWRUV�
DQG�WRROV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�SRVLWLYH�LQÀX-
HQFH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�

The outcome of the research is a design 
SURSRVDO�RI�D�KHDOWK�SURPRWLYH�IDFLOLW\�LQ�
0|OQGDO��*RWKHQEXUJ��'XH�WR�WKH�FKRVHQ�
XVHU�IRFXVHG�DSSURDFK��WKH�SDSHU�ZLOO�QRW�
FRYHU�DOO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�GHSWK��5HVHDUFK�
ZLWK�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHUV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�VLGH�LV�VXJJHVWHG�DV�
WKH�QH[W�VWHS��

.H\ZRUGV��KHDOWK�SURPRWLRQ��KHDOWK�SUR-
motive design, healthcare architecture, 
SDUWLFLSDWRU\�GHVLJQ
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EDVIN EDSTRÖM
  
ENDURING A CROWDED HOME  
- A study on design principles And ApArtment typologies thAt 
Allow pArAllel Activities in homes post-pAndemic

The pandemic has changed many people’s 
habits. Some started working remotely and 
others started using their home as a gym. 
This shift has contributed to new demands 
on housing architecture, namely creating 
homes that allow more activities to take 
place during the same time in accordance to 
people’s daily actions overlapping now more 
than ever before.

This thesis aims to examine which design 
principles and apartment typologies are 
best to support parallel activities. The aim 
is to create design strategies that all work 
towards supporting parallel activities. The 
research consists of literature reviews, 
reference analyses and implementation 
VNHWFKHV�RI�WKH�GH¿QHG�VWUDWHJLHV�
The questions that the thesis aims to 
answer are:

Q1: Which design strategies do housing 
architecture need to incorporate to allow 
parallel activities to take place? 
Q2: How would the apartments that 
implement design strategies which focus on 
parallel activities in a multi-family residential 
building look like? 

Six design principles are derived from the 

research: utilizing a zoned plan and/or 
neutral hall apartment typology, making 
sure the home has a high-quality kitchen 
ZKLFK�FDQ�¿W�D�GLQLQJ�WDEOH��DGGLQJ�
outdoor spaces of at least 6 m2, creating 
circulation, giving the homeowners the 
RSWLRQ�WR�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�DQ�RSHQ�ÀRRU�
plan and being able to divide social rooms 
and lastly adding the possibility to create 
a temporary room. Other, more general 
ideas are that homes should be at least 50-
60 m2 to support parallel activities. There 
also needs to be at least one bedroom so 
privacy can be achieved. 

The found strategies serve as the basis for 
a design proposal on a site by Gråberget in 
Majorna, Gothenburg. The project shows 
that it is feasible to design apartments 
which implement the design strategies and 
therefore are suitable for parallel activities. 

A societal transformation that began with 
the pandemic will cause people to change 
their expectations of their homes. If future 
housing stock is to be adapted to these 
changes, architecture must evolve now.

Keywords : Covid-19, post-pandemic 
KRXVLQJ��SDUDOOHO�DFWLYLWLHV��ÀRRU�SODQVH
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SARA EIDENVALL  

WOOD-WOOD SHELTER  
- develoment of a nature shelter

One draws, the other builds, and the two 
never meet. Developments in the building 
industry have primarily shifted from crafts-
manship driven to the organised construc-
tion industry. Conceivably the essential 
difference is that the creative idea and the 
practical work of the hand are now sep-
arated. In the craft tradition in Sweden, it 
was a long time when almost all men could 
build with timber. Today, we can state that 
we architects possess a much more limited 
knowledge of older building techniques and 
only exceptional specialised artisans master 
the traditional building crafts. The history 
of building technology is a possible way to 
connect the ability of the craft tradition with 
modern architecture and between architects 
and crafters.

The project addressed this topic by having 
a close dialogue and collaboration with the 
craftspeople from an early stage as a lead-
ing method. 

At the same time, this master thesis seeks a 
practical strategy by working with a carpen-
try approach emphasising the expressive 
quality of exposed details implemented in a 
hiking shelter. 

Time and money have also been con-
straints that have formed a framework 
for the design. In addition, different alter-
natives have been evaluated based on 
how much material and how long it takes 
WR�PDQXIDFWXUH�WKH�SUR¿OHV�DQG�DVVHP-
EOH�WKHP��$FFRUGLQJO\��LW�DOVR�UHÀHFWV�WKH�
design result. The outcome has ended up 
XVLQJ�RQO\�RQH�W\SH�RI�SUR¿OH�ZLWK�DQ�LGHQWL-
cal cross-section for the entire building, 
making the manufacturing process shorter 
and more affordable. In this process, a 
balance was essential in simplifying with-
out compromising the crucial architectural 
concepts.

This project aimed to illustrate how archi-
tects can work close to craftspeople from 
an early stage and, at the same time, high-
light carpentry connections within architec-
tural design. This project completes with a 
nature shelter on a scale of 1:1 in Kroppe-
fjäll nature reserve in Dalsland.

Keywords: timber, log construction, archi-
tects and craftspeople, research by design, 
nature shelter, build 1:1.
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ELISABETH EK  

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER  

��ඍච඘ඔ඗කඑඖඏ�ඎ඗කඕ�ඉඖඌ�උ඗ඖඛගකඝඋගඑ඗ඖ

This thesis seeks to investigate ways to explore 

and convey character in architecture. Through 

an exploration of how character relates to form 

and construction, it aims for craftmanship and 

a sense of playfulness. Qualities in a selection 

of existing buildings are studied to create a 

vocabulary for inspiration. This makes a starting 

point for the design work that is implemented in 

a program of atelier houses, where characteristic 

and playful qualities are tested.

This project is a reaction to the generic 

building industry, generally lacking the qualities 

mentioned above.  

I have a longing for buildings that contrast the 

anonymous and standardized. The vernacular 

architecture is often intriguing where there are 

irregular lines, tactility, and a human scale.

Two main references are studied: Japanese 

architect Terunobu Fujimori and vernacular 

architecture of Gotland, Sweden. They corelate 

as they are both non-normative, where Fujimori 

is a contemporary practitioner that uses natural 

materials, embraces work made by hand and 

makes architecture with a sense of playfulness. 

This is shared with the vernacular architecture 

of Gotland, which also holds a traditional 

craftmanship knowledge in the construction. 

7KH\�DUH�GLႇHUHQWLDWHG�E\�WLPH�DQG�E\�

geography, yet Fujimori is often inspired by 

vernacular architecture.

The leading question for the thesis is: Which 

approaches to design regarding character can 

be conceived whilst making a synthesis of the 

works of Terunobu Fujimori and the Gotlandic 

vernacular architecture?

This thesis embraces the research through 

design-approach and focuses on methods of 

physical models built by hand. The models 

are iterated into digital drawings, alternating 

between the two mediums. The materials in 

focus are primarily wood and reed, followed by 

clay and stone. 

There seems to be a longing for alternative 

ways to build and a revival for craft, contrasting 

the industrial and abstract aspects of today’s 

society. The character of the natural materials 

could not only hold tactical qualities but also 

sustainable ones. Designing with the aim of 

craftmanship is, to me, to show care for the 

users, and it often shows marks of the creators.

Keywords : character, craftmanship, vernacular, 

Gotland, Terunobu FujimoriM
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ANDREA EKLUND 
  

What is the value in historical heritage? Is 
it in the bricks and stones or is it in the their 
unique position to carry stories of the past? 
Stones are easily kept but how do places 
keep stories and what stories makes their 
way though time? What do we do when 
the stories not in physical form and are we 
allowed to “do” anything at all? 

The subject of heritage conservation has 
been debated persistently since the 1800s, 
yet today there is no one answer to the 
question. One of the reasons for the many 
theories is the disagreement in what is to 
be preserved to start with. The intended 
use, the material itself or its symbolic 
YDOXH"�'LႇHUHQW�WKHRULHV�DOO�FODLP�WKHLU�
version of what is right, true and authentic. 
7KLV�WKHVLV�H[SORUHV�PDLQO\�WKUHH�GLႇHUHQW�
WKHRULHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��
namely preservation, restoration and 
the contemporary umbrella of the 
communicative turn. Trough investigation 
and design it navigates the theories and 
aims to propose a design in which people’s 
understanding of a place is put above the 
protection of objects.  

The site for this investigation is the castle 
of Skokloster, a place regarded as one 

of Europe’s best kept baroque castles. 
However one room was never completed 
and has been left uncompleted since 1676, 
the grand banquet hall commonly known 
DV�³'HQ�RIXOOERUGDGH�VDOHQ´��WKH�XQ¿QLVKHG�
hall). This thesis examines the unbuilt 
intentions of the room through historical 
records and aims to propose a way for the 
LQWDQJLEOH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�XQ¿QLVKHG�KDOO�WR�
be communicated to the public. In the end, 
WKH�XQ¿QLVKHG�KDOO�LV�QRW�SURSRVHG�WR�EH�
¿QLVKHG��EXW�UDWKHU�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�REMHFWV�
ZKLFK�WRJHWKHU�¿OOV�WKH�JDS�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�
narrative and provides the visitor with the 
full story of the space. The intervention 
proposed encourages a tactile and 
explorative approach to the space, allowing 
people to create personal memories, 
adding to the story of the historical place.

In a time where the use of existing 
building stock may become conventional 
praxis, the thesis questioning of honesty, 
authenticity and use become increasingly 
relevant. Here, they are met and dealt with 
through design with emphasis on public 
communication of the full story.
 
Keywords : Conservation, Heritage, 
CommunicationM
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DO NOT TOUCH?
��ඛ඘ඍඋඝඔඉගඑ඗ඖඛ�඗ඖ�ගඐඍ�඘ඔඉඋඍ�඗ඎ�ඐඑඛග඗කඑඋඉඔ�එඖගඍඖගඑ඗ඖඛ��එඖ�ඊඝඑඔග�ඐඍකඑගඉඏඍ� 



LINA EL-RIFAI & LINNÉA SEEVERS
  
THE PRODUCTIVE FRINGE  
MAKING GOTHENBURG SELF-SUFFICIENT IN VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 
BY EXPLORING URBAN AGRICULTURE IN THE INTERMEDIATE CITY

Food production, which is linked to social- 
ecological sustainability and food security, 
is a major concern in Sweden. Sweden 
imports double the amount of agricultural 
food items that it exports. If an unforeseen 
tragedy or crisis strikes, Swedish agriculture 
will be unable to function without imported 
fertiliser and fodder. Agriculture is one of the 
most essential operations since it produces 
food for the human race. Many of the sustai-
nability concerns posed by urbanisation and 
a growing population can be mitigated by 
urban agriculture.

This thesis aims to present ways to imple-
ment agriculture in the intermediate city, 
ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�WKH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�
rural and urban, by utilising residual spaces 
within existing typologies and fabric, such 
as rooftops, facades, courtyards, streets, 
parks, and undeveloped spaces. Further-
more, the aim is to explore if the interme-
diate parts of the city can make the whole 
PXQLFLSDOLW\�RI�*RWKHQEXUJ�VHOI�VXႈFLHQW�LQ�
vegetables and fruits. This investigation is 
addressed by picking a site that depicts a 
W\SLFDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQWHUPHGLDWH�FLW\�
in Gothenburg and then calculating a poten-
WLDO�\LHOG�LQ�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�DUHD�

,Q�RUGHU�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�DJUL-
culture in a project, it is also intended to 
enhance the practical skills of architects 
and planners at all stages of the planning 
process. At the end of the research, a 
handbook is produced showcasing today’s 
agriculture systems and design ideas on 
how to integrate these systems into the 
built fabric and the open spaces in their 
surrounding.

The exploration of the research questions 
consisted of utilising the knowledge gathe-
red through literature studies and reference 
projects about the agricultural systems and 
their productivity. Combining this informa-
tion with various analyses of the selected 
site allowed the programming of the land 
according to its optimal agricultural func-
tions. The simple answer to the question is: 
yes, urban agriculture in the intermediate 
city can produce enough vegetables and 
fruits to make Gothenburg self-sustaining.

.H\ZRUGV���XUEDQ�DJULFXOWXUH��VHOI�VXႈFLHQ-
cy, intermediate city, agricultural systems, 
food production.
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PETRA ELF  

REIMAGINING CITYTORGET
- a spatial investigation into the potential of a suburban local square

The starting point of this thesis is a personal 
experience of living in the area which is 
the subject of this project - seeing both 
things lacking in the local context as well 
as great values and potentials. The thing 
most noticeably lacking is meaningful public 
space, where we as inhabitants actually 
want to spend our time providing the 
possibility for social encounters.

Suburban areas are however often 
underestimated and preconceptions about 
their potential for city life risk dictate the 
planning of new additions in these locations 
- leaving public space as a negative, what 
simply becomes left over when new building 
additions are made.With several social 
challenges in society today, public space is 
too valuable to be left to chance, but rather 
QHHGV�FDUHIXO�SODQQLQJ�WR�IXO¿OO�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�
 
This thesis aims to discuss the importance 
of meaningful public spaces in the local 
context which can work as a catalyst for 
city life and social encounters. This is made 
through the redesign of Citytorget and its 
surroundings with a focus on creating the 
preconditions for social encounters. The 
aim in the design proposal is improving 
the quality of the physical environment to R
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a degree which can promote voluntary 
activities in public space as well as 
prolonging the necessary activities - 
making the sense of city life greater 
and increasing the likelihood for social 
encounters. 

Local preconditions, municipal strategies 
for the intermediate city and literature are 
studied and used as a starting point for the 
design and following discussion. 

The outcome of the thesis is a design 
proposal from which ten principles for 
design are derived. These principles are 
formulated as follows;  strengthen the 
design and atmosphere of the physical 
environment,  turn functions towards 
movement, switching up the venues, 
a coherent built environment, there 
DUH�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�WR�GH¿QH�VSDFH���D�
coordinated planning, readable space and 
clear sightlines, strengthen and extend 
connections in the larger scale, real public 
places and leaving parts of the design for 
others.

Keywords : Public space, City life, 
Social encounters, The intermediate city, 
Kortedala



FILIP WIKMAN

  
REIMAGINING A MILLION 

- $ඖ�,ඖඞඍඛගඑඏඉගඑ඗ඖ�එඖග඗�ගඐඍ�඘඗ගඍඖගඑඉඔ�඗ඎ�ගඐඍ�ඌඟඍඔඔඑඖඏඛ�඗ඎ�ගඐඍ�ඕඑඔඔඑ඗ඖ�඘ක඗ඏකඉඕ

This thesis is an investigation into the poten-

tial of the dwellings of the million program. 

It came to fruition through an interest in 

Sweden’s record years’, an era from 1965 to 

1974 known as the million program. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�%RYHUNHW���������RQH�LQ�¿YH�RI�
Sweden’s current homes was built during 

these years; this was a time when prosperity 

and hope for the future, powered by new mo-

dernistic ideas, created an expansion of the 

housing stock at a scale that is today hard to 

comprehend. 

The background of the topic selection was 

the negative image of the dwellings today; it 

sparked an interest in if it is as imperfect as 

it is perceived today. Are there qualities? If 

so, which? 

Today, six hundred thousand dwellings from 

the era are in a desperate state; there is an 

urgent need for rearmament. However today 

there is an ongoing debate if they should ex-

ist at all. Destroy or refurbish? 

The starting point of the thesis is the per-

spective that the best buildings are the ones 

already built. Especially when the building is 

as well built as most of the million program 

buildings are. The focus is on getting famili-

ar with the debate around the buildings whi-

le concluding an opinion. Therefore, the his-

tory has been researched, its motivations, 

the era’s trends, what is possible and what 

needs we have in today’s society.   

The thesis will be developed through re-

search by design by creating models and 

digital visual representation. The aim is to 

SURYLGH�D�GLႇHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH�E\�SURSRVLQJ�
an intervention of a building from the era, 

which can further contribute by inspiring de-

velopers and municipalities in what can be 

done. In essence, to provide an option by 

visualizing the potential from an aesthetical- 

and sustainable point of view. The interven-

tion will have the outset that architectural 

interventions are dependent on context. 

Every site and era of the building has more 

or less its own history, social factors, and 

culture, which all are essential to take into 

account when designing. The history of a 

building should not be hidden or neglected 

but somewhat enhanced through improve-

ments and change.

Keywords: The Million Program, Residen-

tial, Refurbishment, Identity, Sweden
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JONATAN FORSMAN
  
HERITAGE CONDITIONS  
- DEVELOPMENT ENABLING PRESERVATION AT BANGATAN, GOTHENBURG

This thesis stems from a frustration with the 
inconsistency of today’s city planning where 
valuable buildings, from both a heritage and 
sustainability perspective, are being torn 
down. This while politicians argue for new 
buildings in “classic style” not recognizing 
their power to save our actual built heritage. 

This thesis locates such a situation, where 
the municipal planning has shown limited 
power in a clash with market forces and 
speculation that puts architectural and his-
torical values at risk. At Bangatan there was 
an attempt to develop a detail plan with the 
intention to protect buildings of high heritage 
value, but the owner of those buildings sees 
the old plan as an opportunity for a counter 
proposal that disregards the preservation of 
unique architectural values in favour of new 
development. This resulted in a deadlock 
where the parts can’t agree. Meanwhile, the 
buildings continue to deteriorate as they suf-
fer from neglect and repair of questionable 
long term quality. 

The aim of this thesis is to provide a propos-
al to contribute to a long-term solution to the 
deadlock, by suggesting a careful balance 
and compromise between preservation, 
renovation, and new development. 

7KH�SURSRVDO�LV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�WZR�GLႇHUHQW�
scales. One where a group of buildings 
along Bangatan are given a new program 
WR�HQDEOH�D�PRUH�HႇHFWLYH�XVH�RI�VSDFHV�
and qualities. Key elements of the pro-
posal are a new storage facility enabling 
the buildings of high heritage value to be 
converted back into their original function 
as housing. The cost of such transforma-
tion is compensated by new development 
on empty land as well as a careful addition 
to existing structures. 

On the second scale one of the properties 
are studied in detail where the building is 
complemented by part renovation, part new 
DGGLWLRQ��UHFRQYHUWLQJ�VHUYLFHV�DQG�ÀRRU�
plans to the original use as apartments. 
7KH�JURXQG�ÀRRU�LV�DFWLYDWHG�WKURXJK�SXEOLF�
commercial use and the front and backyard 
are opened up for access from the street 
and the mountain side. 

The result highlights the qualities in the 
already existing and argues for the impor-
tance of architecture as bearer of a valua-
ble collective memory.

Keywords: heritage, renovation, demolition, 
FLW\�SODQQLQJ��SUHVHUYDWLRQ��LQ¿OOH
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LINNÉA FORSMARK
  
STORIES OF AN ISLAND
��ඉඖ�එඖඞඍඛගඑඏඉගඑ඗ඖ�඗ඎ�ඐ඗ඟ�ඔ඗උඉඔ�ඏඍ඗ඔ඗ඏඑඋඉඔ�ඛඡඛගඍඕඛ�උඉඖ�ඊඍ�
ගකඉඖඛඔඉගඍඌ�එඖග඗�ඉකඋඐඑගඍඋගඝකඉඔ�ඛගකඝඋගඝකඍඛ

Architecture tells stories. Stories of 
historical, present, and future aspirations. 
For the past century, economic 
considerations have held the role as main 
character. This is a global trend. The result 
is unstimulating buildings and urban 
settings. Perhaps, to ensure the habitability 
of future architecture, is time to recruit a 
new main actor? 

Humans have an inherent need to connect 
with nature. It is our natural habitat, and the 
environment our brains were developed for. 
Perhaps, by gaining inspiration from nature, 
architecture can bring inspiration and 
excitement to its users?

This thesis investigated how the logic of 
local geological systems on Öland can be 
translated into an architectural structure 
ZLWK�WKH�DႇRUGDQFH�RI�D�KLVWRULFDO�PXVHXP��
On Öland, the limestone bedrock is of great 
importance. It has provided the island with a 
unique landscape, containing various types 
of nature. On the alvar, an open and dry 
moorland, the limestone bedrock is 
exposed. This area, and its visible 
geological systems, was chosen as subject 
for translation into a building. 

Throughout the thesis process, a method 
for translation was developed. The result 
was a museum proposal, inspired by the 
limestone joint systems and the limestone 
scarp systems of the bedrock.

Keywords :Geomorphic architecture, 
limestone, biophilia, Öland
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AMITIS FOULADI

  
FROM ANXIETY TO ACTION  

- exploring how participatory architecture can aid youth with climate anxiety

We can observe a correlation between a 

decreased mental well-being of individuals 

and the rate of temperature increase on our 

planet. This connection is often referred to 

as climate anxiety. Most vulnerable to clima-

te anxiety are those with the least amount of 

power to impact their decisions and sur-

rounding, namely children and youth. Youth 

are however having an increased risk of 

feeling hopeless as they are having a better 

understanding of the complexity of global 

problems. According to climate psycholo-

gist Kata Nylen, a way for us to feel better 

is if we see that the planet is feeling better 

and that the society is moving in the right 

direction. For that to happen we need to 

take action. 

This thesis aims to explore how architecture 

can aid youth in coping with climate anxie-

ty through creating an equal and inclusive 

process where they will have the power 

to impact their environment. Making sure 

architecture and planning adapts to the new 

challenges we face and considers all factors 

in which our profession can help people and 

the planet. By prioritising making coping 

available for those most vulnerable, the 

community as a whole can grow stronger.

Through a participatory process, a group 

of youth get an opportunity to shape a 

new public space intended for dealing with 

climate anxiety by taking action and deal 

with their emotions regarding the climate 

crisis at the same time. This thesis tests 

how the involvement of youth in planning 

and design can have a positive impact 

on their well-being while at the same time 

using architecture as a medium of activism, 

taking advantage of the impact the built 

environment has on people. 

The result of the thesis is a design propo-

sal shaped by youth to develop meaning-

ful coping as well as an analysis of the 

participatory method which aims to bring 

a sense of hope and empowerment to the 

participants by involving them to impact 

their surrounding environment.  

Keywords : Climate Anxiety, Climate 

Action, Participatory architecture, Vulnera-

ble community, Youth, Meaningful coping, 

Design activism
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SOFIA FREDRIKSSON
  
ORIGIN OF THINGS, MAKER OF PLACE 
-AN INVESTIGATION OF BIRCH BARK AS MATTER IN TRANSFORMATION. 

Each material comes with an embedded set 
of historical, cultural and physical attributes. 
Furthermore, each material has a sourcing 
place as well as production processes dur-
ing which it becomes something else. When 
¿QDOO\�PDWHULDO�KDV�EHFRPH�WKLQJ��LW�KDV�RIWHQ�
travelled far and with many stops along the 
way. In the master’s thesis Origin of things, 
maker of place, a deep dive is made into 
ELUFK� EDUN� LQ� RUGHU� WR� H[SORUH� WKLV� VSHFL¿F�
material’s attributes and connotations.

With the use of an intuitive and iterative 
method, themes have emerged and formed 
through collecting and producing information, 
and the produced information have then gen-
erated new impulses. Evoking associations 
such as nature and culture, forest and city, 
UHVRXUFH�DQG�FRQVXPHU��DႇHFWHG�DQG�DႇHFW-
ing, usefulness and uselessness, tradition 
and creativity, birch bark is both the starting 
point for exploration and the thematic glue 
that binds the disparate subjects together.

Since birch is a tree native to Sweden and 
its bark a product of its forests, this thesis 
can also be read as a comment on the Swed-
ish forest industry. Because of the industry’s 
vast impact on the landscape it is interesting 
from a spatial point of view, but further than 

that it taps into broader questions concern-
ing what, how and why we produce as a 
society.
 
The aim for the investigations have been 
to rework them into spatial visualisations 
ZLWKLQ�D�¿FWLRQDO�QDUUDWLYH��7KURXJK�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK� WKH�PHWKRG�� WKH�¿FWLRQDO�QDUUDWLYH�EH-
came centred around the forest and our re-
lationship to it. The visualisations were then 
organised into chapters, where the themes 
have been brought together and restruc-
tured as speculative scenarios with their 
own designs and architectural structures.

Keywords: birch bark, forestry, craft, 
¿FWLRQDO�QDUUDWLYH
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EMMA FRYKBERG

  
BRIDGING THE GAP

ඉඖ�එඖගඍකඏඍඖඍකඉගඑ඗ඖඉඔ�උඉකඍ�ඎඉඋඑඔඑගඡ�ඟඐඍකඍ�ඡ඗ඝඖඏ�ඉඖඌ�඗ඔඌ�඘ඍ඗඘ඔඍ�ඉකඍ�
ඛඐඉකඑඖඏ�ගඐඍඑක�ඍඞඍකඡඌඉඡ�ඔඑඎඍ

Good health is a combination of physical 

activity and mental well-being. The World 

+HDOWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�GH¿QHV��³+HDOWK�DV�D�
state of complete physical, mental and soci-

al well-being”. With increasing age, physical 

activity decreases. Residents in residential 

care facilities in Sweden rarely achieve the 

general recommendations for their daily 

activities. 

Social isolation is another problem we 

encounter when we get older. Mental illness 

is a widespread problem in Sweden and the 

loneliest are the people above 75 years old. 

Mental illness is more common for residents 

at residential care facilities than among pe-

ople who live in ordinary accommodation. 

Through architecture, the concept of combi-

QLQJ�GLႇHUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�GHYHORSHG��
and hopefully, inspire society to deal with 

today’s issues of the aging population. 

This Master Thesis investigates how young 

children and old people can make use of 

each other and in what way the connection 

between the generations can contribute to 

better health. The study will be conducted 

through literature studies, and interviews 

ZLWK�GLႇHUHQW�WDUJHW�JURXSV�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�

SURIHVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�KHDOWKFDUH�
and architecture. The report will analyse 

examples of existing intergenerational 

programs and adapt them to a concept 

that can be implemented in a design of a 

building. 

The result of the theoretical studies will 

be implemented in a design proposal with 

D�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�VRFLDO�EHQH¿WV�RI�D�EXLO-
ding where children and older people are 

sharing their everyday life together. This 

Master Thesis will hopefully open the ques-

tion and discussion about how our society 

is taking care of our elderly.

.H\ZRUGV���,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV��
Mental health, Physical activity, Residential 

care, Childcare, Healthcare Architecture
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5
1

2
34Agent !ndings:

Valuing stories4STEP 4

Situation suggestion:
(Re)acting to stories5STEP 5

1STEP 1
Situation analysis:
Embracing stories

STEP 2
Situation understanding:

Representing stories2
3STEP 3

Situation !ndings:
Connecting stories

LEELOO GHIGO
  
BEYOND / BEHIND BELONGINGNESS  
- toward an architectural approach enhancing situated belongingness through embracing, 
valuing and (re)acting to stories.

How does one belong? Belongingness is a 
complex notion binding Place and self that 
matter to be investigated in architecture. To 
EH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�¿HOG��WKH�QRWLRQ�VKRXOG�
be deemed beyond a common and singular 
SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�
WKH�SDUWLFXODULWLHV�RI�HDFK�VLWXDWLRQ��+HQFH��
the thesis draws on Situated knowledges 
WKHRU\�WR�WDFNOH�EHORQJLQJQHVV�DQG�DGGUHVV�
the Place in its whole complexity. From both 
D�OLWHUDWXUH�VWXG\�DQG�DQ�LQ�VLWX�DSSOLFDWLRQ��
the thesis investigates an approach that can 
enable the mapping and design for belong-
ingness through the research question: How 
can architecture enhance situated belon-
JLQJQHVV�WKURXJK�HPEUDFLQJ��YDOXLQJ��DQG�
(re)acting to stories?

%HORQJLQJ�LV�¿UVW�GH¿QHG�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�
through study from social sciences to archi-
WHFWXUH��DQG�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�Situa-
ted Knowledges��DOORZLQJ�IRU�EHORQJLQJQHVV�
WR�EH�DFNQRZOHGJHG�UHJDUGLQJ�FRQQHFWLYLW\�
and interactions and go beyond dichotomies 
of human/object. Situated belongingness is 
then explored in praxis through the investi-
gation of a suitable architectural approach 
giving a direction to search and design for 
belongingness. 
7KH�¿YH�VWHSV�DSSURDFK�LV�GHYHORSHG�

conjointly with an application to under-
stand what is behind belongingness in the 
FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQDO�QHWZRUN�DURXQG�
WKH�)RONHWV�+XV�LQ�*RWKHQEXUJ��6ZHGHQ�

The thesis emphasizes the necessity of 
a complex approach as well as a more 
VXLWDEOH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�EHORQJLQJQHVV�IRU�
architectural praxis referring to one be-
LQJ�SDUW�RI�D�V\VWHP��%\�ZRUNLQJ�IURP�DQ�
HPSDWKHWLFDO�SRVLWLRQ�µZLWKLQ¶�WKH�ORFDWLRQ��
WKH�WKHVLV�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�¿UVW�
decomposing the location through the re-
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�VSHFL¿F�DJHQWV¶��KL�VWRULHV��
to later reconstruct an understanding of 
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DV�D�FRQQHFWHG�QHWZRUN�DQG�
value the agents that matter in the local 
belongingness. The research highlights the 
design praxis as a (re)action to the found 
VLWXDWHG�NQRZOHGJH��DOORZLQJ�WKH�GHVLJQ�
DQVZHU�WR�EH�VSHFL¿F�DQG�FRQWLQJHQW�RQ�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��)LQDOO\��WKH�PDVWHU¶V�WKHVLV�
opens a critical discussion regarding the 
architectural practice and the element 
behind its understanding.

.H\ZRUGV��%HORQJLQJQHVV��6LWXDWHG�

.QRZOHGJH��'HVLJQ�DSSURDFK��6XEMHFWLYLW\��
Place.
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��ඉ�ඕඉගඍකඑඉඔ�ඛගඝඌඡ�඗ඎ�ඛඍඉඟඍඍඌ�ඉඛ�ඉ�ඊඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ�ඕඉගඍකඑඉඔ�ඉඖඌ�එගඛ�එඕ඘ඔඍඕඍඖගඉගඑ඗ඖ�඗ඖ�ගඟ඗�ඊඝඑඔඌඑඖඏඛ�඗ඖ�ඖ඗කගඐ�ඓ඗ඛගඍක��ඛඟඍඌඍඖ

$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�$SULO�������6ZHGHQ�KDG�
DOUHDG\�GHSOHWHG�LWV�DQQXDO�EXGJHW�RI�WKH�
HDUWK¶V�UHVRXUFHV��7KH�FXUUHQW�FOLPDWH�DQG�
ELRGLYHUVLW\�FULVLV�EULQJV�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�
WR�DUFKLWHFWV�DV�WKLUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�
HQHUJ\�UHODWHG�FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQV�DUH�
SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LQGXVWU\��)DFLQJ�
WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��WKH�QHHG�IRU�HQYLURQ-
PHQWDOO\�IULHQGO\�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�EXLOGLQJ�
PDWHULDOV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\��

7KLV�PDVWHU�WKHVLV�DLPV�WR�RႇHU�DQ�DOWHU-
QDWLYH�WR�FXUUHQW�FRQYHQWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�
DQG�PRYH�IURP�FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQ�WR�FDUERQ�
VWRUDJH�E\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�DQ�DEXQGDQW��
XQGHUXWLOL]HG�DQG��LI�KDUYHVWHG�ULJKW��KLJKO\�
VXVWDLQDEOH�PDWHULDO��6HDZHHG��,W�LV�HDV\�
WR�JURZ�DQG�DEXQGDQW�DORQJ�WKH�6ZHGLVK�
FRDVWOLQH��UHTXLUHV�QR�ODQG��IHUWLOL]HUV�RU�
IUHVK�ZDWHU�DQG�JURZV�DERXW�WKLUW\�WLPHV�
IDVWHU�WKDQ�ODQG�EDVHG�SODQWV��0DULQH�
SODQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�DV�EXLOGLQJ�PDWH-
ULDOV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�DV�LQVXODWLRQ�DQG�URR¿QJ�
PDWHULDO��DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYHQ�WR�EH�Hႈ-
FLHQW�DQG�GXUDEOH��,WV�QDWXUDO�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�
PRXOG�DQG�¿UH�KDV�DOORZHG�WKH�PDWHULDO�WR�
EH�SUHVHUYHG�IRU�FHQWXULHV��$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�
DUH�D�IHZ�QHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�VHDZHHG�EHLQJ�
XVHG�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�GHVLJQ��LW�LV�VWLOO�D�
TXLWH�XQGHUXWLOL]HG�PDWHULDO�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�¿HOG��

7KLV�PDVWHU�WKHVLV�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�YHUVDWLOLW\�
RI�VHDZHHG�DQG�H[SORUHV�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�XVH�
DV�D�EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDO�WKURXJK�PDWHULDO�
H[SHULPHQWV�DQG�UHIHUHQFH�VWXGLHV��$V�D�
SDUW�RI�WKLV�WKHVLV��UHDO�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�HOH-
PHQWV�DUH�SURSRVHG�DQG�WHVWHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�
WR�GLႇHUHQW�DVSHFWV�OLNH�WDFWLOLW\��YLVXDO�
DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�GXUDELOLW\��7KH�PDWHULDO�
H[SHULPHQWV�LQFOXGH�DOJDH�ELRSODVWLFV��
VHDFUHWH�SDQHOV�DQG�NHOS�OHDWKHU�VKLQJOHV��
VHUYLQJ�DV�ERWK�LQWHULRU�DQG�H[WHULRU�PDWH-
ULDOV��0DWHULDO�¿QGLQJV�DUH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�
GHVLJQ�SURSRVDO�RI�WZR�EXLOGLQJV�RQ�WKH�
6ZHGLVK�LVODQG�1RUWK�.RVWHU��7KLV�VLWH�LV�
VXUURXQGHG�E\�.RVWHUKDYHW�1DWLRQDO�SDUN��
WKH�¿UVW�QDWLRQDO�PDULQH�SDUN�LQ�6ZHGHQ�
DQG�KRPH�WR�WKH�PRVW�GLYHUVH�PDULQH�OLIH�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��2QH�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�EXLOG-
LQJV�FRQWDLQV�D�FDIp�DQG�H[KLELWLRQ�VSDFH�
GLVSOD\LQJ�WKH�YHUVDWLOLW\�RI�VHDZHHG�LQ�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�GHVLJQ��7KH�VHFRQG�EXLOW�
VWUXFWXUH�LV�D�ÀRDWLQJ�VDXQD�DQG�GHFN�WKDW�
FDQ�EH�UHDFKHG�E\�IRRW�RU�ND\DN��

.H\ZRUGV���VHDZHHG��DOJDH��PDWHULDO�
VWXGLHV��NRVWHU�LVODQGV��VXVWDLQDEOH�0
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ANNA HAMMARLUND

  
       FJÄLLENS RÖRELSEARV  
 - Movement heritage of the Swedish mountains

The fjäll*-landscapes are debated areas 
in Sweden. Within these districts there are 
YDU\LQJ�LQWHUHVWV�E\�GLႇHUHQW�DFWRUV��%XW�
what sometimes seems to be neglected 
is the culture of this area and the goal 
is, according to Naturvårdsverket and 
Länsstyrelsen (2018), to preserve fjällen the 
way that it is.

If one looks at how humans have used 
WKH�ODQGVFDSH�KLVWRULFDOO\��LW�LV�GH¿QHG�E\�
movement and nature, which is why the 
term movement heritage is used.  The trace 
of humans is in general small, and usually in 
shapes of trails and paths. These traces are 
discreet and do not make much impact on 
nature. (KTH 2015) 

*URXSV�ZLWK�GLႇHUHQW�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�IMlOOHQ�
have managed to co-exist without too many 
FRQÀLFWV��VDPLV��VPDOO�VFDOH�WRXULVP�DQG�
researchers have all used the area without 
leaving anything but “discrete monuments’ ’. 
(KTH 2015)

One can be inspired by this sustainable 
way of using the mountain landscape. 
%\�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�KHULWDJH��
preservation and care of the area might 
increase. (KTH 2015)

This thesis explores how architecture can 

contribute to do so through mapping of 
the situation in the mountains, art studies, 
literature studies and design exploration of 
movement, nature and culture.

The graphic material in this thesis can 
give a deeper understanding of the term 
movement heritage as well as showing 
the historical and natural values of the 
mountain landscape in Sweden.

An architectural addition could help to 
promote important spaces found within the 
movement heritage and thereby contribute 
to give ideas of how to use the landscape 
in a sustainable and respectful way.

The design proposal is an infrastructural 
element that provides safety, visibility 
RI�WKH�SDWK�DQG�HႈFLHQF\�LQ�D�IXQFWLRQDO�
EXW�GLႇHUHQW�ZD\��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LW�
enhances cultural aspects and natural 
HႇHFWV�WKURXJK�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�HOHPHQWV�DQG�
VSDWLDO�HႇHFWV��7KLV�DXJPHQWHG�WUDLO�LV�D�
segment of a walking path and is using by 
the, in fjällen, commonly  used footbridge 
plank as a design concept.


�)MlOO�LV�D�GH¿QLWLRQ�XVHG�LQ�WKH�VFDQGLQDYLDQ�ODQJXDJHV�
that explains a mountain or a hill which has a part above the 

treeline

Keywords : Fjäll, movement, cultural heri-
tage
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JOAR HANSSON  

GOTHENBURG HILLS 

- DESIGN METHODOLOGIES EMPLOYING LOCAL CONTEXT.

The purpose of this thesis was to 

explore architectural design through the 

development of a design method. The 

method was established with the objective 

of exploring ways to identify and interpret 

aspects of local context and regional 

characteristics, as well as how to inform a 

design process by addressing such aspects.

The project was carried out by engaging 

with a site which itself possesses 

characteristics typical for the greater region. 

6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�HQWU\�SRLQW�WR�WKH�WRSLF�RI�
regional characteristics was the variance 

in topography, which in Gothenburg with its 

many peaks and valleys certainly is evident.

With a base in site conditions, immediate 

aspects such as natural materials and 

textures were explored, but also other 

more external factors, which originate from 

WKH�YLHZV�RႇHUHG�E\�WKH�VLWH��6DLG�VLWH�LV�D�
piece of unbuilt public land on top of a hill, 

bordering a quiet back street whilst within 

close proximity to an urban node. For the 

reason of keeping the land public, together 

with a need for new premises expressed 

by the local district library, the choice was 

made to use a public library as building 

program within the project.

The thesis relates to discourses within 

regionalism and contextualism as input for 

architectural design, and was informed by 

ZULWWHQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�EXLOW�ZRUN�WKDW�LQ�GLႇHUHQW�
ways deal with these themes. Sampling 

and reinterpreting were together important 

design strategies for the process and were 

used as a way to communicate clarity 

about adopting contextual references, 

while avoiding too literal gestures. The 

result of the thesis is a building whose 

GHVLJQ�RULJLQDWHV�IURP�D�UDQJH�RI�GLႇHUHQW�
ways to reference local context. In other 

words, the outcome can be described 

as a mixture of strategies, which have 

the incentive to involve certain local 

characteristics in the design in common.

Keywords: local, regional, character, 

context, topography
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JENNY HELMER

  
A STUDY OF THE SWEDISH BATHROOM  
- AND ITS FUTURE FUNCTION

The bathroom might be the most 
essential room of the home. It is a room of 
acceptance and freedom, but exactly what 
people do in there is often kept in secrecy. 
During the last 100 years, the bathroom has 
developed from a room of function to a room 
for living. The everyday activities that take 
SODFH�LQ�WKH�EDWKURRP�DUH�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�
recreation, learning and socializing, yet the 
bathroom is limited by its original purpose to 
serve as a room for personal hygiene. 
 
This project studies the Swedish bathroom 
DQG�LWV�GHYHORSPHQW��IURP�ZKHQ�LW�¿UVW�
entered the homes to what it could be in 
the future. There is a sense of change in 
RXU�VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�URRPV�
LQ�WKH�KRPH�WHQG�WR�EHFRPH�OHVV�GH¿QHG�
and blend into each other. The Covid-19 
pandemic generated new and innovative 
ways for utilizing the home. Others escaped 
to their holiday homes and created an 
HYHU\GD\�OLIH�LQ�WKH�XQGH¿QHG�VSDFH�WKDW�LV�
VLJQL¿FDQW�RI�KROLGD\�KRPHV��

The bathroom has been strictly regulated 
IURP�WKH�VWDUW��DQG�¿UPO\�GH¿QHG��+RZHYHU��
Boverket’s regulations regarding the 
bathroom and its use is now being updated. 
The new regulations will only require 

certain functions, and is therefore meant to 
promote innovation and creativity. Will this 
contribute to the bathroom’s possibility to 
ÀRXULVK��DQG�ZKDW�ZLOO�LW�PHDQ�IRU�WKH�UROH�
of the bathroom in tomorrow’s home?  

In order to better understand the bathroom 
and its form, the historical development 
of it has been researched, which was 
useful for exploration of the future as 
well. Because of the secrecy around the 
bathroom, the project is also partly based 
on personal experiences. The aim with this 
project is to make the bathroom´s qualities 
visible, as well as the shortcomings. The 
purpose is to challenge the outdated 
standard design of apartment bathrooms. 
As well as with new design incorporate 
its potential of being a room of living. 
Incorporating social aspects into the 
bathroom, might affect the Swedish 
prudery regarding nudity and toilette. 
I want this project to raise new thoughts 
and create new possibilities for the 
bathroom.  

Keywords : bathroom development, 
Möjligheternas byggregler, questioning the 
standard, bathroom qualitiesH
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TOBIAS HELMERSSON

  
FROM THE GROUND UP  

��කඍඛඍඉකඋඐ�඗ඖ�කඉඕඕඍඌ�ඍඉකගඐ�ඉඖඌ�ගඑඕඊඍක�ඎ඗ක�ඉ�කඍඛඑඌඍඖගඑඉඔ�ඊඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

Rammed earth is a building material that 

consists of compacted clay, sand, gravel 

and stones. It is a great option to consider 

for sustainable constructions, in combination 

with timber, since earth is abundant almost 

everywhere and the technique requires 

minimal energy. However, it is not used as a 

building material in Sweden today. 

This master thesis aims to spread knowled-

ge of the material properties, architectural 

qualities, and practical applications for ram-

med earth and timber, show how rammed 

earth is being used in central Europe today, 

investigate how rammed earth and timber 

can be combined to construct a 4-story resi-

dential building and explore how the erosion 

of a weather-exposed rammed earth facade 

can be an integrated part of the design.

The research method starts with examining 

the literature on rammed earth and timber. 

Erosion and pigmentation of rammed earth 

are then explored further with material tests. 

Observations from visits to rammed earth 

projects in central Europe and the compa-

ny Erden’s prefabrication factory are then 

presented. The knowledge gained from 

these investigations is then implemented in 

the design of a 4-storey residential building 

of rammed earth and timber. Timber is 

a lightweight material that can be used 

structurally in compression and tension, 

while rammed earth is heavy and can only 

be used in compression. These properties, 

among others, make timber and rammed 

earth a good combination, which is empha-

sized in the design.  

The design implementation shows that a 

residential building constructed with ram-

med earth will need a bigger footprint than 

one constructed with timber only. However, 

UDPPHG�HDUWK�RႇHUV�JUHDW�TXDOLWLHV�VXFK�DV�
unique appearance, deep window niches, 

DFRXVWLFDO�DQG�¿UH�VHSDUDWLRQ��UHF\FODELOLW\��
indoor moisture control and great air quali-

ty. But further developments in this tech-

nique need to be done for it to become an 

economically viable option in Sweden. By 

spreading the knowledge gained from this 

PDVWHU�WKHVLV�WR�WKH�¿HOG��LQWHUHVW�PLJKW�
eventually lead to investments in rammed 

earth construction here.

Keywords: rammed earth, timber, erosion, 

prefabrication, residential.
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HUGO HENRIKSSON
  
 THE OUTPOST  
 - conformity and curiousity

This master thesis seeks to investigate the 
visual and spatial conditions for building 
design in the context of the complex cultural 
and urban landscape that we, as architects, 
¿QG�RXU�VHOYHV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ��

6SHFL¿FDOO\�� LW� LV� D� GHVLJQ� SURMHFW� IRU�
an apartment building situated along 
Stigbergsliden, a street which act as a 
ERWWOHQHFN� SDVVDJH� EHWZHHQ� 0DMRUQD� DQG�
GRZQWRZQ� *RWKHQEXUJ�� 7KH� VLWH� KDV� EHHQ�
chosen for it’s dymanic location in the in the 
urban sequence and the fact that there are 
currently approved plans for an apartment 
EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VLWH��7KH�SURMHFW�RI�WKLV�WKHVLV�
relate loosely to these plans in terms of 
volume and program, without taking the role 
RI�DQ�EHLQJ�DFWLYH�FRXQWHU�SURSRVDO��

7KH� REMHFWLYH� LV� WR� UHDFK� D� VHQVH� RI�
visual continuity with both the immidiate 
surroundings of the site, and the general 
typology of urban dwellings in a gothenburg-
nordic context, aiming to achieve a certain 
level of conformity�XQGHU�JLYHQ�FRQGLWLRQV�

The other key notion from which the 
proposal draws inspiration is curiousity, 
which  means providing an architecture of 
VSDWLDO�YDULWDWLRQ�DQG�G\QDPLFV��

Keywords: typology, continuity, gesture
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ELIN HOLM

  
FACADES 
ඕ඗කඍ�ගඐඉඖ�ඉ�ඟඉඔඔ���එඖඞඍඛගඑඏඉගඑඖඏ�ඐ඗ඟ�ග඗�කඍඉඋඐ�ඉකඋඐඑගඍඋගඝකඉඔ�඙ඝඉඔඑගඑඍඛ�ඝඛඑඖඏ�ඌඑඎඎඍකඍඖග�ඌඍඛඑඏඖ�඘කඑඖඋඑ඘ඔඍඛ

7KH�UHVLGHQWLDO�IDoDGH��GH¿QHG�DV�the 
building enveloping shell, impacts the 
interior environment, while simultaneously 
acts as the backdrop of the exterior space. 
The duality of the façade makes the topic 
span over several architectural quests in 
one. While addressing the delicate question 
of integrity for the residence the design of 
the façade is also a subject of interest to 
the public view, with a large impact on the 
atmosphere of the urban environment in our 
cities. 

The thesis investigates the performance 
of the individual façade as a crucial 
contributing part of the coherent city and 
its’ simultaneous importance for the home 
environment. The focus is the interface, the 
transition where the private home and the 
public space meets. 

7KH�WKHVLV�DLPV�WR�GH¿QH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
qualities connected to the private home 
and the connecting public space, set in 
a Swedish city environment. Further, to 
develop design tools aiming to reach these 
qualities through features in the façade 
design. 

The purpose is not to propose the ideal 
façade, but rather to contribute to a more 
conscious approach to designing façades 
in general and inspire fellow architects by 
providing suggestions to design qualitative 
living environments. 

Through theoretical research of subjects 
like Enriched Environments connected to 
the human perception of the home, and 
LQÀXHQFHV�IURP�FODVVLFDO�FLW\�SODQQLQJ�
theorists, conclusions are made leading 
to the outcome of a number of design 
principles possible to use as tools when 
analysing a façade and in the design 
process of a façade. The principles are 
VKRZFDVHG�LQ�D�UH�GHVLJQ�RI�D�IDoDGH�RI�
an existing building in Gothenburg. An 
analysis of the result regarding reached 
qualities and consequences of the design 
choices in the project are presented to 

conclude the project. 

Keywords : residential façade design, 
design principles, duality, interface, privacy.
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DAVID HOLST

  
ATTACK ARCHITECTURE

- DESIGN BEYOND THE BUILT
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Since the early 1900s, the oxygen levels in 

the Baltic sea have been decreasing in the 

deep-water basins due to nutrients emitted 

from infrastructure, housing and farming. 

The result is a rapid increase of algae 

EORRPV�LQ�WKH�VXUIDFH�ZDWHU��VXႇRFDWLQJ�WKH�
sediments in a process called “Hypoxia”. 

This leads to the Baltic Sea dying at a pace 

faster than ever before. The dead zones of 

the ocean are now reproducing by themsel-

YHV�DQG�RXU�HႇRUWV�RI�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�SROOXWLRQ�
LV�QR�ORQJHU�VXႈFLHQW�WR�UHYHUVH�WKH�WUHQG�

Through studies of up to date research and 

similar structures, this master thesis shows 

a design proposal working proactively with 

the issue. By breaking the layers in the 

brackish water with wind driven pumps, 

the oxygenated top layer of water can be 

UHORFDWHG�WR�WKH�VXႇRFDWHG�ERWWRPV��DFWLYD-

ting the sediment and giving nature a chan-

ce to break down the algae and eventually 

heal itself.

This project shows an example of how it is 

possible to revive the anoxic deep water 

basins, making it possible for sealife to 

strengthen and enable a cultural coastal life 

in the future.  This is done through the de-

VLJQ�RI�DQ�³Rႇ�JULG´�UHVHDUFK�VWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
Baltic sea’s extreme environment, desig-

ned with regenerative architecture in mind, 

focusing on sustainable periodic living with 

zero impact on nature as well as human 

well being in an isolated environment. The 

design is based on an understanding of the 

site with the aim of showing how architectu-

ral design can be used to push sustainable 

inventions further.

We need to rethink design, design itself cre-

ates us, therefore we need to start  desig-

ning who we are going to be tomorrow. 

Keywords : Baltic Sea, Hypoxia, Oxygena-

tion, Regenerative architecture, Flexibility,  

Invention. 



HAIHONG HUANG  
  
FOOD CULTURE WORKSHOP  
��ඍච඘ඔ඗කඍ�ගඍ඗උඐඍඟ�උඝඑඛඑඖඍ�එඖ�ඛඐඉඖඟඍඑ

This thesis is a design process of a local 
food culture workshop located in Jieshi 
Town, Shanwei City, Guangdong Province, 
China.

The region is abundant with a long history, 
rich natural scenery and strong folk cultu-
re, especially food culture. In recent years, 
LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�PHWURSROLV��
WRXULVP�KDV�HPHUJHG�RQ�WKH�HDVW�FRDVW�
of Guangdong, including Shanwei, which 
EULQJLQJ�ZLWK�LW�HFRQRPLF�YLWDOLW\��,Q�RUGHU�WR�
avoid losing local identity under rural and 
XUEDQ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��LW�LV�RI�JUHDW�LPSRUWDQW�
to study the reginal ecologies of Shanwei to 
preserve the local culture.

,W�LV�DLPHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�YLOODJHUV�
DQG�YLVLWRUV�WR�OHDUQ��FRPPXQLFDWH�DQG�
experience with various local cultures in 
WKLV�UHJLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�IRRG�DQG�LWV�UHODWHG�
traditional activities, to awaken villagers’ 
self-identity to the land and strengthen cul-
tural inheritance and innovation.

,QVSLUHG�E\�KRZ�5H\QHU�%DQKDP�GHVFULELQJ�
ecologies, this thesis categorized the ecolo-
JLHV�RI�WKH�YLOODJH�DV�WKH�ÀDYRXU�RI�WKH�ODQG��
WKH�ÀDYRXU�RI�WKH�RFHDQ��WKH�IRRG�WUDLO�DQG�
the shrine in area and village scales, which 

SURYLGHG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRJQLWLYH�VXSSRUW�
for the design process. 

In the design proposal, a pathway was 
reshaped to connect the gap between eco-
logies of the village and its contexts. The 
food culture workshop acted as an adaptor 
EHWZHHQ�YLOODJH�HFRORJLHV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�GDLO\�
ZRUN��FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�OHLVXUH��VHHNLQJ�
EDODQFH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�YLOOD-
gers and tourists.

The research provides a way for rural 
WRXULVP�LQGXVWULHV�DQG�XUEDQ�SODQQHUV�
to better understand the local ecologies, 
which also showcases the surrounding 
potential of local food culture to radiate the 
LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�WRXULVP�WR�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
towns and areas.

Keywords : Local food culture, Ecologies, 
villagers, visitors
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MIRIAM HÄGGLÖF
   BEAT THE HEAT  

-RESEARCH ON HOW TO ACHIEVE THERMAL COMFORT DURING HEAT 
WAVES IN SWEDEN, INSPIRED BY ARCHITECTURE IN COUNTRIES 
WITH A WARMER CLIMATE

Extreme weather due to climate change will 
become more common in Sweden. 
Researchers at SMHI (the Swedish Meteo-
rological and Hydrological Institute) have 
estimated that heat waves that previously 
occurred every 20 years in Sweden during 
WKH�VXPPHU��FDQ�RFFXU�HYHU\�WKUHH�WR�¿YH�
years at the end of the century. 

Apartments in Sweden is not adapted to 
these high temperatures and will in many 
cases result in uncomfortable indoor clima-
te. The elderly, young children, the sick and 
the disabled are particularly vulnerable to 
warmer indoor temperature and the issue 
has become a high priority among both 
property owners and authorities. 

There are ways to cool a residential building 
mechanically, such as air-conditioning, but 
research indicates that large amounts of 
energy will be needed to gain thermal 
comfort with these solutions, which rhymes 
poorly with set climate goals. Therefore, we 
need investigate and other ways to counte-
ract high indoor temperatures and see the 
LVVXH�IURP�GLႇHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DW�DQ�HDUO\�
stage.

By investigating architecture in countries 
with a traditionally warm climate, focusing 
on passive solutions to lower the indoor 
temperature, this Master Thesis aims to 
research whether there are any methods or 
design strategies that can be implemented 
in Swedish housing construction. 

The reference projects are selected freely 
based on design solutions and relevance, 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�IURP�D�VSHFL¿F�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�
enabled me to investigate architecture in 
PDQ\�GLႇHUHQW�FRQWH[WV��

In my research i found that there were 
VLPLODULWLHV�DPRQJ�WKH�GLႇHUHQW�UHIHUHQ-
ce projects, even though they in many 
cases were built 1000 of miles apart. My 
investigation also showed that some of the 
buildings were so adapted to the local 
conditions that it was hard to transfer the 
solutions directly to a Swedish context, 
while some strategies, like cross-ventilation 
and bright facade colors could easily be 
applied. 

Keywords : #passive ventilation #thermal 
comfort #solar shading #material #swedish 
housing #heat wave
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AGNES JANFALK & LI WALLIN

DON’T BE A SQUARE?  
��$�ඛඍඉකඋඐ�ඎ඗ක�ඉ�ඌඍඕ඗උකඉගඑඋ�඘ඝඊඔඑඋ�ඛ඘ඉඋඍ

The square is a symbolic place for demo-
cracy. It is a space where manifestations 
and speeches are held, but also an eve-
U\GD\�DUHQD�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�IURP�GLႇHUHQW�
classes, backgrounds and cultures  meet, 
LQWHUDFW�DQG�REVHUYH��+HUH��VRFLHWDO�FRQÀLFWV�
and injustices are made visible. The current 
YDOXHV�RI�VRFLHW\�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�
the good city and thereby also determines 
who has access to, and agency to impact 
public space. We see tendencies that indi-
cate that the democratic functions of public 
VSDFH�DUH�EHLQJ�GLVSODFHG�IRU�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�
HFRQRPLF�SUR¿W��

Through an extensive analysis of the histori-
cal, societal and political context that frames 
the design of public space, we have gained 
an understanding of the forces that shape 
it. We use the local square Skanstorget as 
a case study to make visible how the values 
of society impact the design of public space 
and the consequences this has for the citi-
zens of Gothenburg. 

Skanstorget has had a richness of functions 
and a strong identity as a square in Go-
WKHQEXUJ��,W�ZDV�¿UVW�PDUNHG�E\�LWV�PLOLWDU\�
SUHVHQFH��¿HOGV��SDVWXUHODQG��DQG�PDUNHW�
gardens. When it was later transformed 

into a square it was used as a commercial 
site as well as a central space for political 
movements. In 2018 a competition for 
developing Skanstorget was advertised, 
the programme for the design was a dense 
housing block covering almost the entire 
square. The process surrounding the trans-
IRUPDWLRQ�RI�6NDQVWRUJHW�KDV�EHHQ�¿OOHG�
ZLWK�FRQÀLFW��DQG�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�LW�HႇHFWLYH-
O\�H[DPSOL¿HV�WKH�LVVXHV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�
development of public space today. 

Most people that we talk to about 
Skanstorget comment: ”but it’s just a par-
king lot without any use anyway”, referring 
to a deserted, non-human space in the 
middle of the city. The connection to its 
history has been lost and with-it people’s 
ability to imagine alternatives. As a conclu-
sion to our work, we present an alternative 
design proposal that includes the values 
and perspectives that we feel are missing 
or have been lost, to help the citizens re-
connect to history and visualise alternative 
futures for Skanstorget. 

Keywords: Skanstorget, Public Space, 
Democracy, Urban Planning, 
Entrepreneurial UrbanismC
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