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THE OPENING



CONTEXT
The building is located in Göteborg, close to Korsvägen (a dynamic crossroads, with public transports and famous 
buildings). In the area there are some cultural and educational buildings. Just in front of the building you can 
find a park with a lake and a children’s playground. 
The building is the old Court of Appeal of Göteborg, out of function since 1994, and used as an academic building 
managed by Akademiska Hus until 2020. Today, the protected building is empty and almost transparent in the 
area.

MAIN INTENTIONS
Through this analysis, the idea is to make the building in use and visible again. 
The building will be a connection point between Korsvägen and Renströmsparken. For that, an opening will 
be done in each side and a soil treatment will lead people from one point to the other through the new public 
square.
In addition, this opening is here to create interest to the building. Because of that change, people will be 
intrigued by this transformation. It also allows to decrease the private/public boundaries and to create two 
different spaces in the building, one for housing and the other for public activities. The building will be a mix of 
restaurants, bar, exhibition spaces, a nightclub for the public part and a mix of housing and common areas for 
the private part. Inside, few transformations are done. The main point is to create modular spaces where reused 
materials, furniture, and so on can be used. 
One of the idea is to create a place where people can be trained on different activities and live close to the 
working area. 
More than a transformation project, the idea is to follow the increasing attract for the place (with the future 
Västlänken for example) to create a meeting space, where everyone can find something to do, from the youngest 
age to the oldest. 



A N A LYS I S

• Proximity to important sites

• The old courthouse in-between 
important places 

• Important flows centralized in 
Korsvägen 

Flows and influence areas

korsvägen

liseberg

götaplatsen

konstmuseum

näckrosparken

humanisten

Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

• Different users in the area but few 
interactions between them.

Different types of users
Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

• Lack of connection between the 
different green spaces and between 
Korvsägen and the site.

• The crossroad is not well define.

• The green space in front of Humanisten 
seems to be a separation between the 
parc and the Courthouse.

Connections
Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

A building which seems to search for its identity 
Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

Different atmospheres in confrontation

Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

• A building invisible in the area

Hamon, 2022Barbotin, 2022



A N A LYS I S

• A building in good condition with 
quality materials 

Analytics group B, 2022



D E S I G N  B R I E F
Open the building to its surroundings

Decrease the private/public boundaries 
Connection through the building

Make the building visible

Invisible Visible

Barbotin, 2022

Hamon, 2022

Hamon, 2022

Hamon, 2022



D E S I G N  B R I E F

• Urban intervention from the park to Korsvägen

• Few interventions inside

• A mix of uses and users

• Technical experimentations



T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H
• Open the building to:

	 - create a direct connection (visualy and 
physicaly) between Korsvägen and the parc

	 - make the building visible again from  
outside 

	 - open the building to the surroundings 

	 - provoque the protected building’s statut of 
the courthouse. 

First conceptual model
Barbotin & Hamon, 2022



T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H

P r o p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c u t :  s u n  a n a l y s i s

Barbotin & Hamon, 2022



P r o p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c u t 

1 2 3 4 5
+ Keep the staircases as 
they are

+ Diagonal view

- Limited view due to the 
external walls 

+ Keep the staircases as 
they are

+ Diagonal view

- Small angles in the 
building difficult to use

+ Keep the staircases as 
they are

+ No diagonal walls, 
easier to treat

- Creation of corners

+ Keep the staircases as 
they are

+ Diagonal view

+ Creation of a tension 
between the two parts

= Limitation of small 
angles

+ Small intervention

- No diagonal view

- Impossibility to use it as 
a passage 

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H

Barbotin & Hamon, 2022
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Artist

Worker

Student

Worker

Student

Artist

Student

Worker

neighbour

neighbour

Citizen

Children
Children

Citizen

Artist

Children

M i x  o f  u s e r s

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H

Hamon, 2022



T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H

ASSOCIATION’S VISION AND MISSION

Engage volontary people 
that are in need for 

change an apprenticeship

Purpose: Form young people in 
order to give them a solid 
professional foundation 

Supported by professionals 
and participants along their 

path
The workers are formed and guided by 
professionals from the field they have 

chosen  

Housing in situ

Lower cost rent + salary 

Cooking

Farming

Waiter

Handwork

A  t e a c h i n g  s y s t e m  o n  s i t e

Barbotin, 2022



T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H

A  b u i l d i n g  m a n a g e d  b y  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n

Hamon, 2022



Laundry room

Lockers

Sauna

Farming

Storage

Night Club

Public space

Housing

Work space

Technical space

0 10m

Farming

0 10m

Public space

Housing

Work space

Artist studio

Commun space

Commun space

Kitchen

Bar, 
restaurant, 
exhibition

Artist studio, 
repair 
workshop, 
workshop

Terrasse, outdoor 
space

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H
Fe w  i n d o o r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s

10m 0 10m

Public space

Housing

Artist studio

Children 
playground

Bar, 
restaurant, 
exhibition

Artist studio, 
repair 
workshop, 
workshop

Parents’ 
room

Commun space

Commun space

Terrasse, outdoor 
space for housing

0 10m

Public space

Housing

Work space

Artist studio

Commun space

Commun space

Kitchen

Bar, 
restaurant, 
exhibition

Artist studio, 
repair 
workshop, 
workshop

Terrasse, outdoor 
space

Basement

Ground floor First floor Hamon, 2022



T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  A P P R O AC H
A n  o p e n i n g  a d a p t e d  t o  i t s  c o n t e x t  t o  m a k e  t h e  b u i l d i n g 
v i s i b l e  a g a i n  a n d  k e e p  t h e  c o u r t y a r d

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N
G r o u n d  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  R e n s t r ö m s p a r k e n  t o  k o r s v ä g e n

Master plan 0 100m
Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

S l o p e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s

Landscape section

0 50m

Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

Top perspective

C r e a t i o n  o f  a  p u b l i c 
s q u a r e  i n t o  t h e 
b u i l d i n g

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N
A  b i g g e r  o p e n i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  k o r s v ä g e n  t o  g u i d e  p e d e s t r i a n s

Northern perspective
Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

Vi s u a l  l i n k  b e t w e e n  e a c h  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g 

Opening perspective
Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

E n t r a n c e  t h r o u g h  a  c a v e  w h i c h  c r e a t e s  t e n s i o n  a n d  i nv i t e s  t o  g o 
i n

Southern perspective
Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N
A  m u l t i - f u n c t i o n n a l  b a s e m e n t

Basement plan Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

A  m i x  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c ,  s e m i - p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s p a c e s

Ground floor plan Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N
D i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l a y o u t

First floor plan Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

A  m i x  o f  u s e r s E v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n

Hamon, 2022

Around 5000 workers that are less 
than 10 minutes walk from the site. 

Can enjoy the restaurant/bar.

Around 8000 inhabitants that are 
less than 10min of walk from the 

site. The medium age in 36 yo and 
the ratio woman/man is around 

50/50.
They can enjoy the restaurant/bar, 

the workshops, exhibitions, and the 
nightclub.

Numbers: City of Gothenburg, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

M o d u l a r  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  b a s e d  o n  r e u s e d  m a t e r i a l s

Modular space perspective
Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

I n d i v i d u a l  h o u s i n g

Housing perspective
Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

C r e a t i o n  o f  a  p r o m e n a d e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g

Northern facade

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

D i f f e r e n t  a c c e s s e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  u s e

Southern facade

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

U s e  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g  a s  a n  i n - b e t w e e n  s p a c e

Section

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

Construction detail

Metallic structure

Water barrier

Original building

Bricks

Ramp: water evacuation system

0 2m
Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

Construction detail 0 2m

Metallic structure

Water barrier
Original building

Bricks

Hamon, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

CONTEXT 
ANALYSIS

Conclusion: Create an 
opening through the 

building

1
OPENING

PROPOSITIONS
Research 

2
CUT 

PROPOSITIONS
Conclusion: 

Proposition 4

+ Keep the staircases as 
they are

+ Diagonal view
+ Creation of a tension 
between the two parts

= Limitation of small angles

3
CONSTRUCTION 

PROCESS
A long and a 

meticulous job

The bricks from the ope-
ning are removed carefully, 

one by one, in order to 
reuse them. 

4
REUSED

MATERIALS
The bricks of the facades are used as 

a support for the new ramp

5

Co n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e s s

Barbotin, 2022



I N T E R V E N T I O N  D E S I G N

Fo o d  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  s i t e

Hamon, 2022
Mushroom Farming: Janotto, 2021

Endive farming: Gerbeaud, 2018
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