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abstract

Ongoing urbanisation trends have resulted in
the expansion of cities, with peop|e from diverse
bockgrounds aiming to reap the benefits. Under
such circumstances, intermediate towns have
emerged as front runners in the search for a
common ground between rurality and urban
deve|opmeni4

With the poien‘rig| fo provide comfortable |iving
conditions away from the hustle of the city, these
regions, due to the proximity of their location form
an important interface between the two networks.
While there has been immense research on the
socio—spo‘rio| factors in rural and urban areas, how
peop|e iden‘rify with intermediate towns and their
features is less explored.

The research focuses on the role of design in
shaping the identity of intermediate towns and
underlines important factors to be considered in
the process. Hosting both resident and commuter
populations, the Swedish town of Sandared was
chosen as a case study for the research.

The siudy was conducted by inferpreting the term
‘place identity” from three different perspectives-
visug|, socio|, and spgiig|. A theoretical framework
based on these perspectives was then carried
forward into the case by guiding the data ono|ysis
and design strategy for Sandared’s town center.

Data gnci|ysis showed a disconnect between the
town and the peop|e on various fronts. From

a system perspective, the town’s current centre
provided very less opportunities for people to
interact and included several redundant and
unoccupied spaces along with being perceived as
decrepit and un-inviting.

With the aim of reconnecting the town with

its people, the design proposal, through the
intfroduction of inclusive social spaces, provides
increased opportunities for interaction. By finding
a balance between mobility and livability, the
spaces foster the deve|oprneni of |o|oce iden’ri’ry
by enabling engagement with social, spatial, and
visual aspects.

When evo|uoied, the theoretical framework was
found to align with the requirements of the case,
making it a relevant approach for investigating
socio-spatial relations in similar contexts. The
research highlights how defining strong socially
constructed place identities can result in the
sustainable development of intermediate towns
by accommodating urbanisation trends while
retaining connections to local roofs.

Keywords : Intermediate towns, place identity,
inclusive social spaces
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GLOSSARY

Space : “ Physical dimension in which all things
exist and move “ (Space_1 Noun - Definition,
Pictures Pronunciation and Usage Notes |
Oxford Advanced American Dictionary at
OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com n.d.).

Local Ideni'ii'y : Refers to visual, social, and
spatial features that create a recognizable image

of a |o|<:1ce that he||os differentiate it from other
places (Shao et al, 2017).

Place : Geogrophico| or physico| space that
is attached with meaning ‘rhrough inferactions

(Hauge, 2007).

Place iden’ri’ry : Aspects of identity ( both
individual and collective ) that are linked to a
particular place (Hauge, 2007).

Social iden’ri’ry: |dentity that develops and
evolves ’rhrough social interactions (Hauge,

2007).

Spatial identity : Identity that develops and
evolves through the influence of physical elements
of space and their configurations (Kaymaz, 2013).

Visual identity : Identity that is established
Through the presence of visual landmarks and

symbols (Saleh, 1998).

Intermediate Towns: Townships that are
located in between predominantly urban and
rural areas with direct connections to both regions

(Roberts 2014).

Social COpifCll: The relationships that exist in
society in the form of social networks (Bijl 2011).
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INTRODUCTION

Background and discourse

1.1: BACKGROUND

Architecture has always created opportunities
for dialogue between humans and infrastructure.
While people’s perceptions can alter how built
environments are defined, spaces themselves leave
lasting impressions on their users.

This trend is visible right from the times of ancient
civilizations. When people perceived some cities as
educational centers because of the reputation of
the schools and universities that were located in
them, trade capitals of the world were designed
for the ease with which goods and commodities
could be shipped elsewhere (Brill 1989).

Even during the onset of the European Industrial
Revolution in the early 1700s, major cities close
to resources and mobility corridors that housed
mcnufocfuring units were widely perceived as

‘industrial towns (Odmann & Dahlberg 1970).

Since the end of the 20th Century, globalisation
has brought people closer through the extensive
trade of goods and commodities, exchange of

ideas and cu|Jrl.J‘re, strong transport links, and ease
of migration (Odmann & Dahlberg 1970).

As a resu|’r, several cities all over the world have
evolved to become major hot spofs. The economic
opportunities concentrated within these urban
centers have also resulted in a |orge influx of
peop|e info major cities in search of greener

pastures (Delgado-Vifias & Moreno, 2022).

Thus, with investments and opportunities pouring
predominonﬂy into urban areas, the divide between
ruro|i‘ry and urbanization is on|y increasing.

In such circumstances, the deve|opmen’r of
intermediate regions situated in between urban
and rural areas has emerged asa possib|e solution
to narrow this gap (Roberts 2014).

Intermediate towns have the obi|ify to house
residents in close contact with neorby rural areas
and major urban centers (Roberts, 2014). They are
sough’r after for their exclusivity from the hustle
and bustle of the cities, close connections to nature,
cheoper costs of |iving, and affordable land value
in comparison to cities (Cassel 2008).

With their well-established road and rail networks
’rhey also serve as providers of essential amenities
fo possersby or the doi|y commuter popu|o’rion

(Roberts 2014).

However, while rural areas are more conservative
and traditional and urban areas boast a more
g|ob0|| identity, infermediate towns tend to borrow
either of the two identities. They are either seen
as places in the shadow of |O|rge cities or small
’rownships close to neorby vi||c1ges.

Since intermediate towns are seeing an increase
in both residents and commuters as a result of
urbanisation trends, it is critical to e><|o|ore the
question of iden‘ri‘ry from the perspective of these
towns. In the era of social susfoinobihfy and
inc|usivi‘ry, being able to idenﬂfy with the space we
interact with is of immense imporftance.

Therefore, there is great potential in s‘rudying

existing perceptions and the factors that influence
them in these intermediate towns.

Introduction 9



1.2 : OBJECTIVE

While identity has been researched extensively
from a rural and urban context, the same has
been less explored from the perspective of
intermediate towns. Hence, the project is aimed at
undersfonding how architectural interventions can
shope the perception of intermediate towns. The
study uses elements of social sustainability and
inclusiveness since it investigates what the ftown
means fo mu|+ip|e user groups. The objective of this
investigation is to address the following question :

What factors must be considered when
defining the local identity of intermediate
towns?

The research question is addressed by creating
a theoretical framework from relevant literature
on idenfi’ry. The framework is further opp|ieo| in
a case sTudy tfo arrive af design strategies for the
concep’ruo| design of the town centre of the Swedish
town of Sandered. Results were then tablutaed
to evaluate the relevance of the opproclch and
framework in the context of intermediate towns.

Fig 11 : Sweden in transit

Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

1.3 : DELIMITATIONS

It is very important to establish stable boundaries
for the research to ensure clarity in what the design
addresses and to avoid diversion from the scope of

the study (Groat & Wang, 2001).

A|’rhough the project aims to look into the idenﬁfy
of intermediate towns, the scale of the project is
not at a city p|onning level.

The investigation primori|y focuses on designing
the town centre of Sandered o|ong the roi|woy
station and does not cover other pub|ic social
spaces located in or near the town. Furthermore,
the term identity used in this thesis is related to the
place iclenﬁfy of the town. Here, p|oce idenfi’ry is
addressed from three different perspectives- social,
spatial, and visual identities.

Age demographic

Social sustainability
Eco|ogico| sustainability

Neighbourhood scale

Economic sustainability

Cultural demography

)\

Also, the secondary data ono|ysis includes a
demogrophic sfudy of stakeholders where the on|y
factor considered to c|ossify the popu|oﬂon is age.
Other elements like economic status, e’rhnicify,
cu|fure, etc. have not been addressed.

With respect to sustainability, while addressing
social and eco|ogico| factors of susToinobihTy, this
thesis does not elaborate on the economic aspect.

The final design presem‘ed as part of the case
sfudy is at a concep’rucﬂ level and therefore does
not go into detailed construction drowings.

Social identity

Spatial identity
Visual identity

Building scale

Town planning scale

Fig 12 : Delimitations
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1.4 : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The project was undertaken by applying «a
research-by-design methodology within a single
case study (Roggema, 2016). The Swedish town of
Sandered was shortlisted as a suitable case since
its population and location fit the characteristics of
an intermediate town.

Ongoing discussions between the municipality and
local residents regarding the construction of a new
town centre and what it means for the townspeople
further motivated the selection.

Due to the subjective and place-dependent nature
of the term identity ( Hague, 2007 ), approaching
the research question through a case study seemed
appropriate.

In addition, the final design solution also provided
an opportunity to undertake a higher discussion
on whether the issues, principles, and strategies
native to Sandered support the existing theoretical
frameworks or contradict them. In order to
substantiate the problem, data collection was
done in the following manner.

Literature Review :

It is always crucial to establish a solid literary
framework in the early stages of research to
understand how relevant the prob|em is and to be
able to create robust solutions that are based on
facts rather than perspective-driven decisions.

In order to define this fromework, relevant literature
on topics like social sustainability, intermediate
towns, and place identity, was reviewed in both
international and Swedish contexts.

Reference projects from the international level
were also reviewed to ponder upon whether such
concepts can be adapted to a similar context.

Data collection :

When testing the theoretical framework in a
case s’rudy, robust data is essential since the
final result must address the gaps and difficulties
between real-time design and the framework.
Data was collected in two steps and classified as
secondary and primary data collection.

Secondary Data collection :

Secondory data refers to the information collected
by third parties that is used indirectly by the
researcher in their study (Groat & Wang, 2001).
In the case of Sandared, the municipality, as
a part of its strategic development plan had
previous|y conducted some surveys to document
the perspectives of the locals regording new
deve|opmen‘rs for the town.

Results from this survey, accessed from the
municipality’s website are referred to in this research
since it covers a |orge number of respondents
and gives a good idea about the town’s interests.
In addition, statistical data on demogrophy,
emp|oymen‘r ratio, and deve|opmen’r plans were
obtained from municipal records.

Public transport timetables for the area were
accessed from Vasttrafik while data regording
car traffic was obtained from Trafikverket's online
resources.

Furthermore, information about local history was
gathered from books in Sandared’s local library.
Online resources including Google Maps and
Lantmdteriet were used for geogrophico| ono|ysis
and site mapping.

There were also informal discussions with
representatives from the municipality’s strategic
urban p|onning depor‘rmen’r and the local residents’
association.

However, these discussions are not reflected in
the data ono|ysis and were only undertaken to
understand the |’1is‘rory and pu|se of the town.

Primary Data Collection :

Primary data refers to the information collected
first-hand through direct interaction with the case
(Groat & Wang, 2001). Primary data was used in
this case to cover qualitative aspects of the town.
Site visits were performed on weekdays, weekends
and holidays.

A fly-on-the-wall ’rechnique or covert observation
was used in order fo observe interactions in the
town center, at what periods of time, and how ’rhey
used the space (Martin et al. 2012). This method
was preferred over more interactive methods since
the municipality had already performed a survey
to establish a dialogue with the local population.

In addition, given the time frame and scope of the
project, only a handful of people could be covered
which would lead to the final design being based
on individual opinions, leading to research bias
(Martin et al. 2012). On-site visits also included
mapping the stays and flows of people, preferred
movement paths, and activity distribution
Throughou’r the o|0|y by sketches.

Data Analysis and Design Strategy :

While reviewing both sets of collected data, it was
very important to maintain neutrality and adopt a
zoom-in-zoom-out opprooch to not lose sigh’r of the
bigger picture. Therefore, findings were established
from both primary and secondory data to obtain
a clear idea about the town. These findings were
then compared with the theoretical framework
created early on in the project.

By combining the on-field findings with theory,
design strategies that highhgh‘red the factors to
be considered for a sustainable design solution
for Sandared Centrum were formulated. Multiple
design iterations were tested with respect to these
principles using sketches and digital models, and
the results were evaluated with respect to the
primary and secondary data collected earlier.

/T—P Problem Definition
| \

——» Data Collection
|

Secondary data collection

——> Primary Data collection

| J
> Thesis Question (s) <

N THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORK

> Investigation

> Data Analysis

—> Design strategies

> Implementation ¢———

Evaluation

X |

Conclusion 4

_

Fig 1.3 : Process
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Literature Review

2.1: SUSTAINABILITY AND
INTERMEDIATE TOWNS

The Social pillar of sustainability

While oge-o|d traditions and ancestral |ifesfy|es
were centered around the concept of |iving
responsib|y with respect fo resource exp|oi+ofion,
the first official usage of the term susfoinobihfy was
associated with conserving earth’s environmental
systems (Basiago 1995).

Over the years, however, the term has been
oppropriofed by different fields of research varying
from bio|ogy tfo corporate management, |oo|iﬂcs,

and so on (Heinberg & Lerch 2010).

By reviewing the term as an ono|yﬂco| tool instead
of a guideline or protocol, Basiago, A. D. (1995)
presents the four basic princip|es of susfoinobih‘ry
as Futurity, Equity, Global Environmentalism, and
Biodiversity (Basiago, 1995). The same mindset can
be seen reflected in the United Nation’s definition
of sustainable deve|opmenf, which is based on the
three |oi||ors of social equity, economic viobi|i‘ry, and
environmental protection (United Nations, n.d.).

Of ’rhese, while environmental and economic
sus‘roinobihfy cover foir|y s‘rroighfforword ’rongib|e
concepts, the third aspect of social sus‘roinobihfy
is directed more toward cognitive elements and

therefore covers a re|ofive|y |orger and ombiguous
area of study (Dubois, 2009).

In the context of architecture and urban design,
social sustainability is multi-dimensional taking into
account both physical and non-physical factors
(Bramley & Power, 2009). Where non-physical
aspects include quo|i+y of life, social inclusion,
culture, son[eer, and equity to name a few while
|o|'1ysic0| factors take into consideration attractive
pub|ic spaces, occessibi|i1‘y fo peop|e and resources,
etc (Dempsey et al, 2011).

Staying true fo its ambiguous nature, the role
of social sustainability also varies depending
on the scale in which it operates, ranging from
international and national welfare concerns,
regiono| o|eve|opmen+s, and town p|orming to
|oo|icy o|eve|opmen’r and neighborhood networks
(Bramley & Power, 2009).

A common factor across all scales is equity or just
access to social policies and resources (Bramley &
Power 2009). At a neighborhood or community
level, given the relatively more intimate scale,
community sustainability or stability, achieved
through social participation and interactions
can be seen as an additional indicator of social
sustainability (Bramley & Power 2009).

Meanwhile, other authors, such as Murphy(2012)
and  Cuthill(2010), highlight other frameworks
within the social pillar like participation, social
cohesion, awareness, social copifo|, social
infrastructure, and social engagement in addition

to social equity and strong community (Murphy,
2012)(Cuthill 2010).

Therefore, when broadly classified, social equity,
social cohesion, and fee|ing of sofefy can be
identified as the three main concepts of the social
pillar of sustainability (Ballet et al. 2020).

When further comparing these components to
tangible indicators of sustainable development,
social equity relates to the quality of life and
liveability, social cohesion to participation and
interactions, and Fee|ing of sofefy to the level of
trust, strong social networks, and interdependency

within  communities (Kefayati & Moztarzadeh
0015).

Theory 15



As the first step in monifesiing these indicators, ,
it is important for socially sustainable architecture
to understand and capture the local essence of the
social context in which it seeks to intervene in order
fo ensure strong re|oiions|’1ips between society and
the built environment (Lami & Mecca 2020). As
opi/y stated -

Before we prescribe, we must know how to

correctly describe “ (Wood, 2008).

Spaces that respond to local culture, his’rory, and
social qualities and are informed through local
views and perceptions can ne|p generate a sense
of iden’ri’ry, ownership, and be|onging amongst itfs

users (Lami & Mecca, 2020).

A similar mindset is reflected in the United Nation's
sustainable development strategy (United Nations,
nd). Of the 17 sustainable development goals
adopted by the UN member states, Target 11.3
of Goal 11 - " Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable “ (Goal 17|
Department of Economic and Social Affairs nd.),
is described as following :

“ Target 11.3 - INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE
URBANIZATION

By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable
urbanization and capacity for participatory,
in’regro’red, and sustainable human settlement
plonning and management in all countries *

(Goal 11| Department of Economic and Social
Affairs nd.)

This can be imbibed both in the process and
the resu|’ring built environment ’rnrougn social
participation in all stages of design intferventions

(UN-HABITAT WORLDWIDE, 2014).

While participatory design processes accommodate
individual  perceptions of stakeholders, the
production of inclusive spaces paves the way for
establishing strong identities.

Intermediate towns :

The rural-urban dicnoiomy has |ong been contested
in various fields of research with differen’rioiing
factors ranging from popu|oiion densities,
economies, infrastructure deve|opmen’r, ogricu|’ruro|
cultivations, etc,(Roberts, 2014).

In recent times, advancements in diversifying
economies, |ii(es‘ry|e chonges, increased occessibi|i’ry,
and telecommunications, are b|urring the fine lines
differentiating these areas (Roberts, 2014). It is
in this discussion that intermediate regions with
settlements and small towns, |ying in beftween
predominonﬂy rural and urban areas come into

play.

The definition of the term intermediate town in
available literature varies depending on its location
and It is this ne‘rerogenei’ry that makes it difficult to
reach a consensus on its definition (Bolay & Kern,

2019).

However, as imp|ied by the context, the term
infermediate town primori|y refers to medium-sized
towns or cities located between rural and urban
areas while serving as a sfrafegic interface between

both networks (Bolay & Kern, 2019)(Roberts, 2014).

Due to their proximity, it is common for these
areas to take on a medio‘ring role by providing
necessary social, economic, and mobi|iiy services to
connected areas while at the same time odopiing
characteristics from their rural and urban neignbors

(Roberts, 2014).

Bolay and Kern (2019) in their argument
characterised intermediate regions based on the
proximity of their locations and functional role as:
regiono| copiio|s, economic hubs, regiono| markets,
service centers, tourist centers, communication
hubs, meiropo|i’ron peripneries, and national -
international interfaces (Bolay & Kern, 2019).

In contrast, Roberts (2014) defines intermediate
cities as towns with populations ranging from 5000

to 100,000 people (Roberts, 2014).

Simultaneously, Nordregio has chosen to publish
regiono| maps based on geo—sporio| data such
as popu|orion densi’ry, travel time, proximity, and
so on in order to categorize urbon, ruro|, and
intermediate areas in the Nordics (Ubigu - Blog,
2022).In Sweden, rurality and urbanity are defined
based on popu|oiion, socioeconomic data, and
accessibility to urban centers, with a population of
3000 separating urban and rural areas (Official
Definitions of Nordic Rural Areas* - Nordregio,
nd.).

Tnus, the fact that ihey differ in numerous ways,
from the country in which ’rney are present to their
position in the urban hierorcny when it comes to
deve|opmenio| strategies, p|oce—sensi’rive and
con’rexiuo”y responsive po|icies benefit these
contexts the most (lammarino et al., 2019).

The importance of analysis and changes being
rooted in an undersionding of the local economic,
socio|, and po|iiico| |ondscope is multi-fold when
compared to their urban and rural counterparts

(Satterthwaite & Tacoli 2003).

Concentrating deve|opmeni ventures in o|reody
well-established urban centers runs the risk
of unbalanced regiono| deve|opmeni trends
(Delgado-Vifias & Moreno, 2022), and developing
intermediate towns as smaller urban centers to be

an in’regro| part of rural urbanization can address
this imbalance (Roberts, 2014).

|n’rroducing essential services and infrastructure
such as health and educational systems can
improve accessibility and attract economic and
social capital (Roberts, 2014).

Intermediate regions have also been viewed as
focal points for sociocultural interactions and
spreoding awareness in and around the region
(Sietchiping et al., 2014). It is this connection that
ihey share with the regions around, with respect fo
social, spo’rio|, and economic resources that often
lead to their identification and regiono| definition
based on the itunciions, services, foci|iiies, and

infrastructure i‘ney provide to the surrounding
urban and rural areas (Roberts, 2014).

With respect to sustainable deve|opmen‘r, the
strategic location and connectivity that are native
to these regions can be direci|y linked to tfarget
11.8 of United Nations Sustainable Development
Goal 11 -" - " Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable “ (Goal 11 |
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, n.d.)

Target 11.8 - STRONG NATIONAL AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
Support positive social, and
environmental links between ur|oon, peri—urbon,

economigc,

and rural areas by s’rreng’rhening national and
regional development planning.”

(Goal 11| Department of Economic and Social

Affairs, n.d.)

Despite their po’renrio| in con’rriburing to overall
regiono|growih,ine main deve|oprnen‘ro|cno||enges
faced by these towns are their heterogeneous and
nigh|y contextual nature, lack of visibi|i+y, and
resource gap with respect to administrative affairs

(Rodriguez-Pose & Griffiths, 2021).

However, trends have shown a signiiicon’r shift in
the prei:erence of people for |iving in such regions

(Rodriguez-Pose & Griffiths, 2021).

Intermediate towns ’rodoy are soughi after for their
relatively affordable resources like the cost of living
and land values o|ong with calmer o’rrnospneres

(Rodriguez-Pose & Gritfiths, 2021).

With great economic benefits, their poren‘rio|
to offer a better quo|i‘ry of life and ensure the
just distribution of the benefits of urbanization
across regions make them assets and facilitators
of sustainable regiono| deve|oprnen’r strategies

(Rodriguez-Pose & Griffiths, 2021).
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2.3 : IDENTITY

Originating from the Latin word ‘“identitas’,
websters dictionary defines identity as

" the dis‘ringuisbing character or persono|i’ry of an
individual” ("Definition of Identity " 2023)

The term, which encompasses distinctiveness, has
been wio|e|y discussed in a variety of academic
fields in the context of an individual or oneself.

Place identity, on the other hand, includes a spatial
and physical realm (Kaymaz 2013). While “space’
is a common and qugn‘rifiob|e term in architecture
referring to physical elements, “place” is defined by
the meanings and memories that are common|y
associated with a porﬂcu|or site or location

(Kaymaz, 2013).

It is our obi|i1‘y as humans to form connections
that generate p|0ces that grow sfronger with time
(Knox & Mayer, 2013). Formed as a result of socio-
spo‘rio| inferactions, p|oce iden‘ri’ry is unique fo ifs
context and shares a symbiofic re|0+ionsbip with
individual identity (Proshansky, 1978).

It is in this context that both Kevin Lynch and
Edward Relph’'s arguments align on the open-
endedness of iden’rify as an aspect that is dynomic
and socially constructed which cannot be imposed
or directed (Lynch 1960)(Seamon & Sowers,
2008).

From an urbon—design perspective, methods in
which p|oce iden’ri’ry is manifested result in the
deve|opmen+ of p|oce image, or how a certain
place is perceived (Stanowicka, 2011).

According to Lynch (1960), imageability is visual
and is “that quality in a physical object which gives
it a bign probobi|i’ry of evoking a strong image
in any given observer.” (Lynch 1960). Stanowicka
(2011) adds another dimension to the inquiry by
defining atown'’s idenfi’ry as a combination of social
and spatial characteristics (Stanowicka, 2011).

Spo’rio| factors include |0|youf and amenities, and
cultural berifoge, historical |inl<s, and memories
make up the social factors with town image being
the perception of these variables (Stanowicka,

2011).

Expanding on the literature, Cheshmehzangi
(2012) discusses the dynamic character of urban
environments, which result in sbiHing identities over
time by identifying the "visual’, “perceptual’, and
‘behavioral” as the variables of urban identities

(Cheshmehzangi 2012).

PLACE IDENTITY

(Memories and Feelings )

SOCIAL SPATIAL VISUAL

Fig 2.1 : Place identity and its components

SOCIAL IDENTITY

Guided by common experiences, there exists a
direct connection between social identity or how
one perceives oneself and the |orger group one

identifies themselves with (Nezlek & Smith 2005).

With identity being a dynamic aspect, social idenﬁ’ry
evolves Tbrougb intferactions and participation
(Nezlek & Smith, 2005). When evaluated together
with respect to a particular space, over time,
individual social identities result in the formation of
collective identities. In other words, as described by
Ron Eyerman -

‘Collective memory provides both the individual
and society with a temporal map, unifying a nation
or community through time as well as space. ”

(Jahanbakhsh et al, 2015)

Deve|opec| on shared values, this aspect of
collective identity thus exercises the power to bring
together |orge groups, an aspect that can facilitate
social cohesion in communities ’rbrougb active
pub|ic participation, and revive social networks
through opportunities for increased interactions

(Jahanbakhsh et al, 2015).

The concept of |o|oce is o|eve|opeo| Tbrougb similar
circumstances, i.e. anough shared experiences and
memories but in relation to a pbysico| environment
(Kaymaz, 2013). Drawing parallels, o direct
re|0+ionsbip can be established between social
identity and p|oce‘

This is further explored in the works of Proshanky
(1978) and Berkwell (1996) who identify the multi-
faceted role of p|oce as one of the many components
that define social identities (Hauge, 2007).

Apart from place, the social roles odopfed by
peop|e in society also have a direct influence on
identity ( Hague 2007 ). The roles that we adopt on
a doi|y basis like that of a friend, parent, s‘ruden‘r,

etc are |orge|y influenced by the rbyfbm of society
around us (Proshansky 1978).

When comparing urban and rural environments
from this perspective, the unpredic’robih‘ry and
rapid changeability of physical and  socio-
cultural aspects in urban settings due to diverse
demogropbies and fast rhyfbms result in different
responses to |o|c1ce iden’rify when compored to
smaller towns (Proshansky 1978).

Due to a slower pace of life, the degree of
cbongeobihfy is much lesser in smaller towns
and cities that inherit pbysico| and socio-cultural
characteristics such as their layout, historical
building stock, population flows, social networks,

and so on (Knox & Mayer 2013).

This familiarity and to some extent consistency
of social interactions influence stronger p|oce
identities (Belanche et al. 2021).

SPATIAL IDENTITY

In his book the image of the City, Lynch (1960)
identifies structure as one of three factors that
contribute to the imogeobi|i’ry of a p|oce (Lyncn,
1960). Structure in this context refers to the spatial

patterns that are |egib|e, distinct, and eosi|y
recognizable (Lynch, 1960).

From traditional courtyards of Indian homes to
the mall in front of Buckingham Palace, apart
from being the structured organization of pnysico|
elements driven by logic and function, physical
elements of spaces also influence perceptions by
curating experiences (Sailer & Penn 2007).

“the relational structure of any built form, such as
an urban grio| or the |oyou+ of a floor p|on, itself
sbopes patterns of human movement, occupancy,
and individual experience.” - Hiller (1996)(Sailer &
Penn 2007)

With a direct connection to |o|oce iden’ri’ry, space
refers to the pnysico| elements and quo|i’ries
around which all other forms of self and collective
identities are established (Kadir et al, 20292).
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The obi|i’ry to evoke meanings and memories by
providing a p|o’rform for both peop|e—spoce and
people-people interactions, the quality of spatial
experiences direcﬂycon‘rribu’res’roihees’rob|ishmen’r
of place identity (Kadir et al, 2022).

At the same time, social and collective identities
are manifested and physically represented in
the space in which ’rhey are formed, indico’ring

an interdependent relationship between the two
aspects (Kadir et al, 2022).

Spoii0| iden’ri’ry therefore can be understood as -

“how any space is identified in terms of

cultural association, and  how many cultural
practices/streams can be identified within

one particular space.” - (Choudhary, 2014)

The physical elements of spatial identity can be
expressed in the physical configuration like, form,
moierio|, construction, o’rmosphere, etc (Kodir et
al, 2022). However, the role of physical factors
in p|oce idenii’ry is often undermined with more
importance being p|0ced on the experien’rio| aspect
and memories associated with p|oces (Stedman,

2003).

Viewing physico| seftings that are not experienced
as blank spaces with no vo|ue, ignores the functional
and social roles of these environments (Stedman,
2003). While space constitutes geographical and
pnysico| factors that are objective, in the context
of perception, it takes on a subject role (Torabi &

Brahman, 2013)

Since identities are formed ’rhrough individual
perceptions, it is possib|e for a sing|e space to
accommodate different p|oces and generate
multiple spatial identities (Choudhary 2014). The
dynomic aspect of idenii’ry makes it suscep’rible
fo cnange and thus, is often reflected in spaces

(Choudhary, 2014).

When it comes to spatial programming, the
shared
encouroged ’rnrougn spaces that are inclusive and
responsive to their users (Nezlek & Smith, 2005).

deve|opmen’r of identities can be
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Place-related functions can be mobilized to
achieve positive self-esteem and place can also act
as a trigger for identities to emerge “ (Twigger-
Ross et al, 2003)(Hauge, 2007)

While past identities can be connected through
inc|usive|y percep’rib|e pnysico| representations,
future identities can be enabled ’rhrough enhanced
|ongeviiy, socio—spo’rio| barriers,
and paving the way for sustainable grow’rh and

development (Nezlek & Smith 2005).

overcoming

VISUAL IDENTITY

Visual communication is one of the strongest
mediums when it comes to quick|y inﬂuencing
perceptions, be it that of food, c|oihes, or even
towns and cities. From the pyromids of Giza to
the Eiffel Tower in Paris or the Grand Canyon
in Nevada, built and unbuilt systems with strong
visual features that take on artifact-like syrnbo|ism
influence the brand of a place (Saleh 1998).

As stated by Lynch (1960), this imageability of
cities while being cu|’ruro||y significom‘, also shares
a sfrong social role, with a direct re|o‘rionsnip

between the image of an environment and its
observer (Lynch, 1960).

He defines imageability as -

“that quality in a physical object which gives it a high
probobi|i’ry of evoking a strong image in any given
observer. It is that shope, color, or arrangement
which facilitates the moking of vivic||y identified,
powericu“y structured, high|y useful mental images
of the environment.” (Lynch, 1960)

Even ioclciy, deve|oping iconic pub|ic infrastructure
is often used as a strategic visual tool to influence
the desirobihiy and p|oce brand of « city with
social, po|iiico|, and economic ogendos (Cosse/,
2008). Capitalizing on the socio-cultural aspect of
architecture, different regions fap info local cultural,
nis‘rorico|, and natural infrastructure and resources
to establish distinct place images (Cassel 2008).

Theorectical

As carriers of meanings and memory, historical
buildings, through fomi|ioriiy and by contributing to
cultural identity have positive impacts on the local
identity, sense of place, and liveability in townscapes
(Cassel 2008). In such contexts, while heritage
buildings are marketed as museums to impart
knowledge and connections to local history, unused
industrial buildings that once were the economic

backbones of regions are directed toward tourism
and recreation (Cassel 2008).

Similarly, connecting the aesthetic and cultural
values of the natural landscape to leisure and
recreation establishes a direct connection with the
regional image (Cassel 2008). Mufioz-Pedreros,
2017, highlights the different ways in which the
distinctive visual features of local vegetation like the
shape and colours of flora are perceived in different
regions (Mufioz-Pedreros 2017).

A critical stand against the visual approach to
deitining a city's image argues how these strategies
target external audiences while being very rarely
socially beneficial for local communities (Yun 2019).
The success of such ventures often depends on the
context and how the visual factors of imageability
resonate with local communities (Yun 2019).

Dep|oying a new urban aesthetic will require

esiob|ishing new connections and  varied

perceptions whereas e|evo’ring local visu0||y
relatable elements as urban landmarks like local
construction iechniques, rno’rerio|s, co|ours, etfc,
through familiarity and cultural significance can
establish p|oce attachments that result in strong

visual identities (Mishra & Kolay 2019).

While physical elements of urban environments
inc|uo|ing streets, po‘rhs, noo|es, and landmarks are
the more prominent and familiar visual features
of a city’s image, it is important to take info
consideration the influence of these aspects on
human emotions (Nasar, 1990). Nasar (1990)
in his book “ The Evaluative Image of the City ”
proposes the use of evaluative maps to arrive at a
comprehensive visual image of a city (Nasar, 1990).
Developed based on verbal dialogue with local
communities, documenting perceptions based on
the degree of likeability of a town’s visual features
helped identify a new resource for town planners
(Nasar, 1990). Thus, indicating that the visual
identity or character of places is not personally
directed by a designer's or p|onner's taste alone
but are strong visual mediums that represent local
values (Manyiwa et al, 2018).

In conclusion,when addressing place identity from a social, spatial and visual perspective, the Fo||owing

points must be taken into consideration ( Ref fig 2.2)

PLACE IDENTITY

SOCIAL

SPATIAL

VISUAL

Place identity is dynamic

Place identity is a result

Place identity is defined by

7 and socially constructed of multiple narratives in visual symbolism and locally
—
S physical space identifiable aesthetics.
<
& +  social interactions + inclusive +  local vegetation
|_§ +  social capital + accommodative + cultural symbolism
+  social cohesion +  spatial experience + historical buildings

* responsive

Fig 2.2 : Components of the theoretical framework based on Place idenfify
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INVESTIGATION

In the context of an intermediate Swedish town

Sweden, in its composition with respect fo land
and total popu|o’rion was seen to have a sprow|ing
onou’r with few concentrations in terms of urban
and rural areas. Remaining regions are |orge|y
classified as intermediate regions, as depic’red in
the image on the righ’r.

(Fig 31) Distribution of wurban, rural and
infermediate regions based on popu|o1’rion staftistics
in Sweden.

Fig 3.1 : Urban - Rural typology Sweden 2018
Source : Eurostat and Nordregio

Urban regions Intermediate regions Rural regions
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3.1: CONTEXT
Sandared
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Fig 3.2 : Location - Sandared

Source: Google Maps

The station town of Sandared, with a population
of 3600 falls under the jurisdiction of Bords
municipality. It is located 10km to the west of Boras

Hedared .-~ main city and 55km from central Gothenburg.

o U

The town can be accessed by both road and rail
‘\_ and shares connections with the neighbouring
regions of Hedared, Sandhult, and Sjomarken.
While Hedared is located 14km away, Sandhult is
Sandhult \ 7.5 km away from Sandared. It's closest neighbour
however is Sjomarken, located 3km away and

>

towards Bords main city. All regions are well
connected by road and public bus services.

Sjomarken Out of its 3 nelghbourlng townships, omo|y5|s of

historical maps indicates a slow but sure expansion
of Sandared and Sjomarken towards each other,

SEMICEEe necessitating the need to consider Sandared in

a larger context. Sandared has a larger share of
amenities when compared to its neighbor, thus
establishing an interdependent relationship and
continuous flows between them. None‘rhe|ess,
both towns benefit from their proximity to Lake

Fig 3.3 : Areas with access to services in Sandared \/ioredssjt')n and access to nature in abundance.

Source : Bor&s Municipality
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Fig 34 : Sandared and Sjémarken Source : Lanntméteriet

from Bollegbygd

main road railway

B oublic amenities green values

Fig 3.6 : Green values Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

Fig 3.5 : Viaredssjén  Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

While the Bor&s-Gothenburg railway and the Boras-Bollebygd road networks cutting through the town's
geographic center, Sandared’s notable features include adjacent natural forests and Lake Viaredssjon to
the south. Viaredssjon's sandy shores and local forests are a popular leisure and recreation spot for both
residents and visitors alike and are important assets to the town. Other local attractions include natural
hiking trails and ski slopes. The region boasts thick vegetative covers and is surrounded by natural
greenery. The presence of agricultural land is also noted in its periphery.
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3.2: HISTORY
Sandared

Fig 3.7 : Sandared from late 1950s

With evidence of habitation dating back to the
Stone Age, the region was primori|y ogricu|’ruro|
farmland. Sandared is dotted with traces of its
past like the old inn which was constructed in
1807 and is the oldest standing building today
(ThemeGrill nd). Although the region had long
served as a rest stop for travelers, the construction
of the Go’rhenburg—Borés road and roi|woy in the
late 1800s prompted development in the town
(Johanson, A. O.1954). The town saw an increase
in the population between 1920 and 1940 with
peop|e moving in due to increased ownership of
automobiles (Johanson A. O.1954).

26

Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

The area’s accessibility, workforce, and local
resources begon to draw in industries, which was
followed by the construction of Sandaredskolan
and other amenities (Johanson A. O. 1954).
Amongst the various monufoc‘ruring |o|on’rs, it was
the reody made c|o+hing and paper industries that

were most prevalent, employing a predominantly
local workforce (Johanson A. O.1954).

The remains of the once—’rhriving indus’rry bui|dings
can still be seen in the town center as a part of
Sandared’s skyline.

1800 - With frequent
milestones put o|ong the way,
the route was {requenfed by
travellers and horses

1545

Sandareds Inn constructed

Food and Shelter provided to
travelers and horses en route
Goteborg or Bords

nn

Fig 3.8 : Sandareds |

1807

1808

Sanderod

Farming and ogricu|’rure
were main occupations.
With basket weaving and
other vi||0ge crafts of the
day

1830

Gothenburg-Boras road

Gothenburg-Boras railway

With an active train line, roads
and pathways were overgrown
with grass and weeds

1894

Fig 3.9 : Bor&svéigen

1895

Motorised transport

The decade saw an increase
in cars and buses, clearing the
roads.

1920

1930

Stationhuset

Built next to the railway line

Fig 3.10 : Stationhuset

Setting up of industries

Paper and ready made clothes
were the Hourishing industries
with many emp|oyees

Fig 3.11 : Paper Industry

1940

1950

Increased population

Fueled by industrialisation

- Sanddared skolan
- Magasin

The next few years saw a
thriving residential town
with many basic amenities

Service town

Investigation
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Fig 3.12 : Poem by Anna-Lisa Ekelund
( Resident of Viared ) - 1980s
Source : Collage - author,

Poem : (Museum of Viared nd.)

Local perceptions about
transitions in the local fownscape
was opHy copfured by Anna-
Lisa Ekelund, a resident of the
late town of Viared. A collage
was made based on the poem fo
express the fransitioning identities
of such contexts.
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3.3: TOWNSCAPE
Sandared

Alingsasvéagen

Historical maps have documented the region witnessing growth and expansion over the years.

Fig 3.14 : Sandared 1890 - 1897 Fig 3.15 : Sandared 1960 Fig 3.16 : Sandared 1975

Source : Lantmdateriet Source : Lantmdateriet Source : Lantmdteriet
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Fig 313 : Aerial view of Sandared Source : Lantmateriet Fig 3.17 : Areal view of Sandared center Source : Bor&s Municipality
Sandared’s geogrophic center lies at the intersection of Gé‘reborgsvdgen and A|ingsésvdgen. Sing|e-fomi|y villas are @ recurring theme in the residential |ondscope with the tallest bui|c|ing located
The junction is marked by the old station house, origino”y built in connection to the roi|woy network close to the station house being 3 floors high. There are no high-rise constructions and the town’s s|<y|ine
o|ong with por’rio”y occupied industrial premises in the bockdrop‘ Existing land use is primarily residential is characterized by sing|e or o|oub|e-sforeyed bui|dings with gob|e roofs and |c1rge horizonfo”y spanning
with all basic amenities like a grocery store, schools, medical facilities, pub|ic fransportation networks, and industrial facades.

an active roi|woy junction posi’rioned o|ong these corridors.
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3.4 : DATA ANALYSIS

Research Documentation

Population :

Sandared’s population was divided into the
following groups for the study (Fig 3.18):

O1. Ages O - 5 ( infants and toddlers )

02. Ages 6 - 17 (school-going youth )

03. Ages 18 - 64 ( working adult population )
04. Ages 64 and up (pensioners and seniors )

A

Group Ol
O-5

Group 02
6-18

Group O3
19 - 64

Group 04
64 +

Fig 3.18 : Population division

Y Z

Sandared
2021

Neighborhood towns
2021

Fig 3.19 : Population distribution (Bor&s Stad, n.d.)

Analysis revealed that 53% of the total population
belonged to group 3 (Ages 18-64), followed by
group 4 ( Aged 64+) as the second biggesf group
(Fig 319 ). Furthermore, a closer look revealed
that within group 3, people aged 45 to 64 made
up 27% of the town's total popu|ofion.

32

A combined popu|ofion ono|ysis of Hedared,
Sandhult, and Sjomarken yielded similar results,
with group 3 dominating the graph ( Fig 319 )

A comparison of the popu|o’rion over the last ten
years from 2012 to 2022 from the municipality’s
records revealed a steady growfh with group 4
accounting for the highes’r percentage of increase
at close to 30% (Boras Stad, n.d.).

Cultural demography :

A|’rhough this s’rudy will not be focusing on cultural
demogrophy, it is important fo note that of the
total population, only 332 people were born outside
Sweden with the same number being 253 in 2012
(Bor&s Stad nd.).

Employment :

Statistical data from municipo| surveys indicates
that 60% of the resident population aged 16 and
up is emp|oyed with jobs in and around Sandared
(Graph 3.20).

Without taking into account groups 1 and 2, 953
people in Sandared are unemployed, with 80%
of this popu|o’rion being pensioners based on the
age group sp|if. While some peop|e work within
the town, records show that opproximo’rely 50%
of the total popu|o’rion commute to work, with the
majority be|onging to group O3.

2000 !
Employed population

Commuting out
1500

1000 Employed in

500

o

Sandared
tmmuﬁng in

Net commuting

Number of people

-500
-1000

-1500

Graph 3.20 : Employed population(2020) (Bor&s Stad, n.d.)

No. of Buses / Trains

Graph 3.21 : Transit Traffic (Trafikverket, n.d.) (Travel Planner, n.d.)

Transit :

Sandared can be reached from the nearest town
by train, bus, car, or bike and is connected with
pub|ic fransport networks.

Analyzing traffic data from Traffikverket's data
base moving H’]rough the town's main roads,
nome|y A|ingsc"15vdgen and Géfeborgsvdgen
he|ped iden’rify peok traffic presence in the area
during the course of a day (Trafikverket n.d.).

Trains to and from Bollebygd, Boras, and Géteborg
stop af Sandared station and are curren’r|y
operated by both SJ and Vasttagen, while public
buses are operofed by Vasttrafik. Ano|yzing
different train and bus timetables also he|ped
arrive at an understanding of traffic presence

(Travel Planner, n.d.).

To draw inferences, data concerning the movement
of cars, trains, and buses in the area were overlaid.
The process revealed that transit stops are activated
between the hours of 7-9, 15-17, and 17-19 and that
moving car traffic o|ong the routes follows a similar
pattern. AHhough not comp|efe|y devoid of traffic
otherwise, there is a relative increase during the
previously stated hours( Graph 3.21).

18 700
12l = B 450
6 . B = 250
O - I -
7-9 9-11 11-13 13-15 15-17 17-19 19-21
Time ( Hrs)
B BUS CAR TRAIN

No. of cars

Fig 3.22 : Sandared 1942

Source

1adareds Intr

o
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Fig 3.23 : Routes to City center (Bordas Stad, n.d.-b)

Skogshill Upper
o 31

Skoghill Lower
Bjorkvagen 1.67
o
228 Sandared's

Hill ladd
nraocer: o Church 4,4
3.3 ° o
Holmaredsvagen ° : Bjorvik

35 & 45

o
Sandared Center 4.5

- Sandared Station
4.0

Fig 3.24 : Preferred transit stops (Bords Stad, n.d.-b)

Meets people, lovely
\ atmosphere, good
. +|sefection/good activities

iood range/good activities,
1eeting people

Good selection/good activities,
other (library, restaurant, shop),

. meeting people
Ve

Fig 3.25 : Preferred areas (Bor&s Stad, nd.-b)
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Fig 3.26 : Sandared described in 3 words (Boras Stad, n.d.-b)
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Local perceptions :

Boras municipoh‘ry conducted a survey in December
2020 using a common questionnaire, and while it
was mosHy answered by local residents as the main
stakeholders, inputs from secondory stakeholders
including visitors who use the town's services were
also documented. A total of 400 responses were

recorded (Bor&s Stad, n.d.-b).

With a collection of flows, the area marked by the
old industrial premises and station house at the
intersection of Alingsdsvagen and Goteborgsvagen
can be identified as Sandared’s centrum (Fig 3.22)
(Fig 3.27)

Of all public transportation stops, the bus stops at
Sandared Centrum are the most frequented (Fig
3.94)

The area referred to as the Centrum is both
liked and disliked by residents. It is liked for its
connectivity and amenities but disliked due to its
lack of engagement and activity (Fig 3.25)

When asked to describe SANDARED in 3 words,
Nature, Calm, and Water stand out the most (Fig
326 ). A variety of requests and opinions were
recorded regording what features or activities
would be desired in the area and the most
frequenﬂy reques’red items were a cafe, restaurant,
meeting |o|oces, social activities, and greenery

(Bor&s Stad, nd.-b).

~—

Fig 3.28 : Stationhuset

Source : Sandareds Intresstéreningen

Fig 3.29 : Senior center

Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

|
|
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Fig 3.30 : Magasin
Fig 3.27 : Land-use and amenities at Sandared Centrum @

Source : Lantméteriet  Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

08. Blommor 15. Sandaredsparken
09. The Old Inn

10. Restaurant

O1. Sandaredskolan
02. Sandgérdskolan
O3. Frisér

O4. Pizzeria

16. Training center

17. Industrial Premises
11. Pizzeria 18. Tennis club
12. The Old Stationhouse
13. The Old Storage shed

14. Parking Lot

05. Candy shop, Bakery , Senior center 19. Viaredssjon
06. ICA Maxi

O7. Apoteket

Railway track

® Bus and train stops

Investigation 35



2
T
%)
£
=

3.4 . DATA ANALYSIS The area was observed from 8:00 - 18:.00 on two - Presence
separate weekdays and one weekend. Observations
—ry

Mapping stays and flows

were noted during the winter and the area in front T H ‘

of ICA facing the junction was chosen as the main 5 1 D
vantage point,the results of which have been visually
represented in the figure to the right (Fig 3.32)

Sandareds Centrum witnesses a ﬂuc’ruo’ring presence
through the course of a day, dominated by different
age groups (Fig 3.32) A buzz of activity among all
age groups can be seen in the mornings after which T

l...‘

o6 the area is occupied by the senior population with s | |l
students from the local school being present at
intervals for short durations. Lunch hours between 12 T
and 1 show an increase in activity, with adults visiting 9 .
local food joints and taking breaks to enjoy the sun
* and fresh air (Fig 3.32 ). 1
10 + N
An overall lull is observed during the hours following 1
lunch with activity picking up again in the evenings as
the commuter population returns to town (Fig 3.32). T
While stays and flows were mopped with respect to T
the time of the doy, motivations for said flows and 2 4+
presence were also documented.
13 4+

Bus stops are the main areas that foster prolonged
stays and verbal interaction, with people arriving 10 -
15 minutes before a scheduled bus (Fig 3.31). S .
Another common attraction is the neorby grocery
store (ICA at the intersection. Similarly, while bus

- | =L

stops cater to peop|e of all ages, some shops and S N {
facilities in the area attract specific age groups (Fig T I
3.31). 16 __I |
The senior center caters to the senior population T %
while the local candy store is dominated by school 17
students (Fig 3.31). Similarly, the local bakery next 1
door is rarely visited by children, whereas seniors and
\ adults frequent it throughout the day (Fig 3.31). 18 4
I ' - T
Fig 3.31 : Stays and flows at Sandared Centrum @ o Stays —  T—— Flows The old SfOTIOI’]l’](?US?, AWhICh © Cl,frren’r|y a salon and 19 4+ %\
massage parlor, is visited occasionally, and the area
around the old storage shed is frequen’red during T
short breaks by both students and adults (Fig 3.31). 20 I
Based on the data analysis, Sandared Centrum was recognised as the core of the town's socioeconomic The pizzeria near the railway track is popular for
activity, and the area around the central junction was identified as the region for further investigation for ’roke—ou’r, whereas the pizzeria next to the school is T
the thesis project. As a part of the qualitative analysis, stays, movement flows, interaction patterns a local favorite that is open during the evenings and 21 L
(or lack thereof), key attractors, and so on in the area were noted (Fig 3.31). hosts social events. H ‘ ‘

Fig 3.32 : Social presence at Sandared Centrum
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3.5: FINDINGS AND INFERENCES

In reference to the theoretical framework

With a population predominantly native to Sweden,
Sandared in the last few years has witnessed an
increase in the senior population. The steadily
rising population and multiple interest groups and
on-line forums unique to the town indicate the
presence of a strong and active community with
participation, opinions, and interest in the town's
development.

The statistical data aligned with first-hand
observations which showcased a varying social
presence in the area over the course of a day.

Owing to the town population’s commuting trends,
while a large section of the adult population
commutes out of Sandared for Wor|<, c|’1i|o|ren,
youth and the senior population compensate for
the lack of social presence in the town during work
hours.

On non-working days and holidays, however,
it is reasonable to expect more members of all
groups to be present. While various age groups
occupied the area at different times of the day,
and although there were overlaps, little interaction
was observed among them. This goes against the
people’s opinions from the survey which indicated
an increased desire for interactions in the area.
Thus indicating the lack of adequate opportunities
for social interaction at Sandared Centrum today.

In terms of experience and perceptions, the
community shares a common connection and pride
in the area’s natural greenery, lake, and calm values.
The strong visual presence of the Stationhuset with
its historic significance and iconic red and yellow
facade renders a strong visual identity for the area.

Situated adjacent to this, the old storage shed with
its distinct form and colour is equally identifiable
due to the town's industrial history. The same can
be said for the old industrial premises with its
unique yellow brick facade and windows that form
the backdrop for the area in general.
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The old inn of Sondored, a short distance away
from the center has retained its origino| form
and although pushed back from the main road,
contributes to the overall visual landscape.
However, the area in genero| is viewed as decrepir
and boring with a lack of engaging activities by its
residents. The visual importance of the Stationhuset
is overshadowed by its private program, thus
unable to establish a strong connection with the
entire popu|oiion.

The same goes for the storage shed that despi’re
its central location is used as a private store room.
A|’rnough located in close proximity fo the lake
and lush green woods, Sandared Centrum by
itself does not have a visual connection with these
elements. The general view is dominated by car
porks and osphoH instead. Frequen’red by both
local residents and commuters, the area in genero|
lacks o landmark aesthetic that visuo||y conveys
the town’s local values.

The busy road and intersection significonﬂy
influence the spatial experience of the area.
Combined with the presence of the railway station
and its iong |o|o’rform, the area is funciiono”y
progrommed tfo cater to mobi|iry and transit. This
is also reflected in the cen‘rro”y located car pork
next to the storage shed.

The continuous stretch of road and railway track
create an automatic spo’rio| divide in the movement
with busy road traffic during peok work hours
corresponding with the average Swedish workdoy
from Monday to Friday.

Current functions in the area are user-specific,
exc|usive|y targeting specific age groups. With a
high presence of both pedestrian and vehicular
flows at the Cenirum, movement in the area is
predominonﬂy goo|—boseo| and the doi|y activity
groph can be direcHy attributed to train fimings,
bus schedules, and local school hours.

Theoretical

Data
Analysis

Addifiono“y, the |orger proportion of commercial
and retail premises when compored to pub|ic
services and amenities also influences the presence
(or absence) of people in the area. For example,
the |orge number of associations and interest
groups in the town lack community spaces and
common areas to go‘rher.

Transit stops like the bus stop and roi|woy station
o|ong with commercial and retail outlets are
key points of prolonged stays. Sandared’s Park,
occupying a considerable stretch of land, while
iniroducing greenery is |orge|y unprogrommed.

To summarise, tying back to the theoretical
framework identified in chapter 3 ( Fig 2.2 ),
collected data can be co’regorised under social ,
spatial and visual factors.

Results from the exercise are illustrated in the

figure below (Fig 3.33)

PLACE IDENTITY

I

I

SOCIAL

SPATIAL

VISUAL

Place identity is dynamic
and socio||\/ constructed

«  social interactions

+  social capital

Framework

«  social cohesion

Lack of inter-generational
social interactions

Varying social presence

Low social connect due to
commuting population

Place identity is a result
of mu|ii|o|e narrafives in
pnysicoi space

inclusive
accommodative
spo’rioi experience
responsive

Exclusive and user-specific
programming

Lack of community spaces

Place identity is defined by
visual symbolism and locally
identifiable aesthetics.

+ local vegetation
« cultural syrnbo|ism
+  historical bui|o|ings

Presence of historical
bui|o|ing stock
unique fo the region

Goal-based and transit
oriented movements

Low representation of
natural elements local to
the town

Fig 3.33 : Data tabulated against theoretical framework

Investigation 39



3.6 : DESIGN STRATEGY

In reference to the theoretical framework and case s’rudy

Fig 334 : Sandared as visuo//y perceived by commuters on rail and road.

It is evident from the data ono|ysis that there is a social, spo’rio| and visual disconnect between peop|e's
aspirations and the current com(iguro’rion of Sandareds Centrum. Using |den’rify as a tool to bridge this
divide can result in a resilient and inclusive solution to the prob|em in the |ong run. Given that Sandared
can be classified as an intermediate town and borrows attributes from both its rural and urban neighbours,
it was therefore important to find the righ’r balance between the two to resonate with its direct and indirect
stakeholders. In response, design strategies were formulated and co’regorised as follows -
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Fig 3.35 : Sandared Centrum to be used as a common attraction for all stakeholders resulting in modified

movement flows and increased opportunities for social interactions ( both planned and unplanned ).

Social :

Interventions in the area must accommodate different levels of sociability by ensuring both individual
and collective social opportunities. This can be achieved by chonnehng movements to maximise chance
interactions and increase opportunities for social exchonge among both residents and posserby crowds
(Perrault et o/., 2020). The town's unbalanced social presence can be addressed by motivating increased
and pro|onged stays by in’rroducing inclusive, in’rergenero’rionoL progrommed and un—progrommed spaces.
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Fig 3.36 : Spatial configuration of Sandared Centrum to respond to the varying needs of the different user
groups and mobi/ify networks of varying speeds. The Centrum is also used to bridge the existing spofio/

gap between the two sides of the road and roilwoy line
Spatial :

In response to the town’s varying social rhyfhm, opportunities for both |ong and short engagements can
he|p capture both moving and resident crowds by bringing in a balance between mobi|ify and |iveobi|ify.

This can be achieved by im‘roducing odopfob|e and mu|’ri-purpose spaces that can cater to a |orger variety

of user groups ’rhrough op’rimised space allocation and user appropriation. A balance of open and closed
spaces can he|p with this, ensuring activity and a vibrant ofmosphere ’rhroughouf the doy.
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Fig 3.37 : With a high visibility due to its location the visual aesthetic of Sandared Centrum can
incorporate local greenery and water as a reflection of the town's strong connection with the lake. Aesthetic

elements like the structural form, material and colour to be adopted from the Stationhuset and Magasin.

Visual :

Although the area has its fair share of visual markers and landmarks, the degree of likeability and
perceptions of locals must be taken into consideration (Nasar, 1990).

A familiar visual aesthetic can be established by retaining and re-purposing existing cultural and historical

markers to connect past identities while also enabling future aspirations. For this, locally inspired resources
including both built and unbuilt values are considered.
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Fig 3.38 : Sandareds Centrum

Source : Sandareds Intressféreningen

Strategies and responses were then classified and tabulated against the theoretical framework
and data collected ( Fig 22 )( Fig 3.33). A summary of the same has been illustrated in the
table to the righ’r (Fig 3.39 ). In line with the theoretical fromework,infroducing a framework
for stakeholders to engage with social, spoﬂo| and visual elements could result in a greater
sense of be|onging and ownership of the area in question. Methods to further imp|emen+ these
were then tested ’rhrough a design proposo|.
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PLACE IDENTITY

|
SOCIAL

Place identity is dynamic
and socio”y constructed

|
SPATIAL

Place identity is a result
of multiple narratives in

|
VISUAL

Place identity is defined by
visual symbo|ism and locally

8 5 phy5|co| space identifiable aesthetics.
s
o c +  social interactions * inclusive +  local vegetation
_QC) O +  social copi’ro| +  accommodative « cultural symbo|ism
= - social cohesion +  spatial experience « historical buildings
* responsive
Lack of inter-generational Exclusive and user-specific Presence of historical
social interactions programming building stock unique to the
5 2 region
s = Varying social presence Goal-based and transit
O .
N c oriented movements Low representation of
< Low social connect due to natural elements local to
commuting population Lack of community spaces the town
Provide opportunities for Introduce responsive spatial Retain and re-purpose
social participation at both interventions that can be existing historical markers
individual and collective opproprio’red by local of built and un-built stock
n levels. communities
Y
c =
o P
Q&’ ko) Channel movements to Introduce spatial Use local culture and history
N increase opportunities for corﬁ:iguro’rions that support tfo represent the past, support

chance interactions.

both |ong and short stays

Provide inclusive spaces
accommodating different
age groups

the present, and enable the
town's future aspiratfions.

Fig 3.39 : Tabulated o’esign strategies with respect to theoretical framework
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IMPLEMENTATION

Designing Sandared Centrum

Sandgardsskolan

Middle sc

Alingsasvégen

Sandaredsparken

Green area with
- very few benches.

Goteborgsvagen -,

- Wo|l<ing po’rh,
- unused boulle court

hool

Parking lot

Stationhuset

Privately run as a Salon

and massage parlour

Magasin

Old industrial
storage shed

Used by commuters leaving Sandared
during the day + close residences

Paper Industry

Partly occupied
industrial premises

Fig 4.1 : An overview of Sandared Centrum today

The old INN

Privately run as a
ceramic workshop
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4.1 :SITE STUDY

Physical factors

Fig 4.3 : Sight lines and attractions
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Fig 44 : View of the existing Stationhuset and Magasin from
Borasvagen towards Géteborgsvagen.

Source : Bor&s Municipality

Source : Lantmdteriet

Fig 4.6 : View of the partially occupied industrial premises
and railway track as seen from the railway station.

Source : Bor&s Municipality
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2, MEETING SPACE

4.2 : DESIGN PROPOSAL

Sandared Hjarta
Fig 4.7 : Aerial view of the proposed design intervention

/
- Magasin re-purposed as a
common meeting space for
the community

PARKING

Re-located car park

(((
WP care

Stationhuset
re-purposed as cafe

PIZZA
HOUSE

&~ REST STOP

Rest stop with services and

Existing Pizzeria

waiting areas for transit

The design considers the linear strip of land sandwiched between G(’j’reborgsvdgen and the rcilwoy track
( Fig 45 ). The proposo| uses a transformation strategy to preserve existing sfructures and po’rhwoys
while also in‘rroducing new connections and reim(orcing current ones.
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TTT FRITIDSGARD
+ CO-WORK

Structure with dynamic
green roof as an activity
space for all age groups

LUNCH KITCHEN
+ PUB

MULTI-PURPOSE STAGE

Structure with dynamic
green roof as a common
pub and lunch kitchen

Semi open area with a retractable
roof to host events such as markets ,

school fairs etc.

@ LANDSCAPE BUFFERS

Bio -swales with integrated seating
form a buffer towards the busy road

QT RE-LOCATED BUS STOP

Existing bus stop moved and inTegro’red
with the waiting area for the train

To this extent, in addition to the Stationhuset, Magasin, and Sandaredsparken, four additional structures
have been conceived for the area. Fo||owing existing aesthetics and from a sustainable perspective, wood
is chosen as the main material for construction.
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Fig 4.8 : Part Site Plan (1) - Sandareds Hjérta

Ol. By altering existing buildings and orienting
riew|y proposed structures towards both the roi|woy
track and road network, the design ensures direct
sighi lines and occessibi|ify between both sides of
the town.

The existing porking lot in the middle of the site

is moved closer to the pizzeriq, occommodoiing
more ceniro”y located pub|ic activities.
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02. The station house’s previous salon and massage
center is relocated to the present senior center
across the street, making room for Sandared’s first
cafe. Through this, the iconic image of the station
house is preserved while catering to a frequen’r
and more diverse user base.

While a grander staircase and access ramp mark
the entrance to the otherwise modest structure,
outdoor seating and benches allow for spillover on
warm and sunny days. Changes in Hooring material
allow the space outside to be used even when the
cafe is closed, creating a vibrant outdoor setting.
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03. The design sees potential for the centrally
located Magasin which is currently used as a private
storage i(oci|iiy to better serve the local community.
Re-programming the space to function as a flexible
meeting space, and opening existing doors on both
sides strengthens connections and creates a more
extroverted framework.

The addition of a common p|oh[orm connected to
the newly proposed cafe improves both accessibility
and visibility.

25 m @

2

Ul

04. Next, a rest stop connected to the Magasin
‘rhrough a common roof and directed at the
commuting population is proposed.

Following a similar architectural language, it houses
essential services such as pub|ic ‘roi|e’rs, |oci<ers, and
bike racks. The space also functions as a common
fransit stop for both the train and bus passengers
on opposite sides. Creating oppeo|ing transit stops
and providing bike racks in the vicinity enhance
sustainable mobility choices, thereby encouraging
the use of public transportation. Connected by a
common roof, the enclosure is flanked by open
spaces which retain connections to both p|o’riorms
and include seating options, stairs, and access
ramps.
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Fig 4.9 : Part Site Plan (2)- Sandareds Hjarta

05. At the center of the intervention lies the main
structure that houses a co-working space that
doubles as a Fri’ridsgérd for all age groups, a
lunch kitchen, and a pub while also defining a
grand outdoor space. While the facility serves

as a co-working space during regu|c1r business
hours with a mix of open and closed workspaces,
it also serves as a recreational space with the
possibility of conducting workshops and other
group activities.
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The two programmed enclosures are linked by a
common roof and share the same architectural
language as the Magasin and rest stop. While
the extended roof runs com‘inuous|y o|ong the
roi|woy p|ohcorm, it is broken at strategic points
towards the main road. Incorporating |oco||y
distinct natural elements, a dynamic green roof is
proposed that channels rainwater into catchment
areas along the central square.

Finding a balance between open and closed
spaces, the structure, ’rhrough a common central
cour’ryord, ensures a direct connection to the
roi|woy p|ohcorm.

06. Adjacent to the structure, a retractable

roof connected to the pub forms the ceiling for

a multi-purpose platform. The space has no
permanent walls and with direct access from the
pub , allows for extended outdoor seating. Apart
from this, the space doubles as a community
stage for music events, markets, open workshops,
fairs, and celebrating other local talents and
festivities. It also offers the option to be used as a
play area by kids and the youth of the area.

Lastly, connections to Sandaredsparken are
strengthened through the addition of new public
social spaces in p|oce of the current car pork.

25 25m @

07. Original walkways and flora are preserved,
with the addition of landscape buffers that create
noise and traffic barriers from the road to ensure
safety. Similarly, landscape buffers and bio-swales
are introduced o|ong the |eng’rh of the busy road
to capture storm water run-off while at the same
fime defining the spaces within.

08. Traffic calming strategies are applied through
pavement treatments that are extended over
some parts of the existing road along with the
introduction of a new zebra-crossing. Different
types of stone pavings used for pathways within
the space introduce a sense of dynamism while
also doubling as way-finding tools.
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RESULTS

Sandared Hjarta

The design proposo|, ’rnrough its combination of
open and closed, active and passive, formal and
informal, programmed and un-programmed spaces
tries to seek a balance and provide opportunities
for increased social interaction and social copifc1|
that is inclusive of different user groups. In this
process, it creates a framework that enables the
local community to define the local idenii’ry of
Sandared by inferacting with its social, spoii0|, and
visual qu0|iiies. The framework, in its capacity, aims
to represent the town's past, support its present
needs and accommodate future aspirations.

Evo|ud’ring the design proposdl against the
theoretical framework and design strategies
identified earlier, the fo||owing outcomes were
noted -

" | can book the
room for another
meeting tomorrow

SOCIAL FACTORS

In contrast to the current salon and massage
por|or, in’rroducing a more pub|ic function in
the Stationhuset allows a more diversified user
group fo interact with the premises. With an
active program that runs ’rhrougnou’r the doy, the
cafe not on|y attracts the commuting workforce
during peak hours between 7-9 and 17-19 but also
local residents. It serves as a meeting point and
fika stop for passers-by and local communities.
The combination of outdoor and indoor seating
options allows for varying degrees of sociability, all
of which enable social identity.

“ Ahl Is that how
iOS 43 works? "

The configuration of the Magasin as a meeting
space provides a common p|ohcorrn for different
interest groups fo engage and encourages the
formation of new ones, thus enob|ing a strong
social copiig|. Simi|or|y, the combination of formal
and informal social spaces in the main structure
gives all age groups a chance to participate and
engage under one roof fnrougnou’r the doy. To
that end, nousing a co-working space motivates
commuter crowds to stay back and establish
stronger connections with the town and its peop|e.
The same idea is carried fnrougn to the bar
and kifcnen, which comes alive in the GF’rernoon,
catering to the local Working popu|o’rion, and then
functions as a pub in the evening, offering a space
for soci0|ising and re|oxing.

"Emma, I'm back
| from work we can
go home now. "

Fig 5.8 : Interior view of the Fritidsgard that enables adaptability and accommodates multiple spatial identities through

different spatial configurations. The wooden modular structural framework enables flexibility.
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Fig 5.2 : Projected flows and stays

Fig 5.3 : Proposed section through the existing Stationhuset
re-purposec/ as a cafe. The section /'ligh/ighfs the extension
provided thus accommodating a good balance of open and
closed spaces.
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Fig 54 : Proposed section through the existing Magasin
re—purposec/ as a meeting space. Extension of the p/oh[orm
creates an invifing space with increased opportunities for

interactions.

Fig 5.5: Section fhrough the residual open spaces ensuring
connections between the railway station and bus stop.

0 1 5m
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Fig 5.6 : Section through the main structure with the
Frtitidsgard, pub and lunch kitchen. The dynamic
roofscape and resu/fing water collection becomes an
interesting visual connect for users in the space.

Fig 57 : Section through the multi-purpose stage
describes the open-ness and f/exibi/ify of the resu/fing
space, thus occommodoh’ng mu/h’p/e activities.
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SPATIAL FACTORS

The different SpCIﬁOI experiences designed result in
inclusive spaces that can be used simu|idneous|y
by different users. The mu|ﬁ-purpose and flexible
characteristic of the meeting space with foldable
partitions enables strong spo‘rio| identities by
responding fo mu|fi|o|e requirements.

The rest stop, by retaining visual connections
between the bus and train stops creates a sense
of open-ness and sofe’ry, both of which are vital
in pub|ic p|oces and encourages peop|e to use the
space.

“Hurry, we
can wait for
the train here "

With functions that enable quick stops and
interactions, the essential services establish spoiio|
identities with respect to the commuter popu|<:1’rion.

Residual spaces, being open and un-programmed
accommodate different functions based on
the context. Simi|or|y, the open |o|you1L of the
main structure, ci|ong with movable partitions,
provides for a wide range of f|e><ibi|i’ry ‘rnrough
furniture configuro’rions, Fur’rnerrnore, the common
|onguoge used by the entire structure allows for
walls and roof coverings fo be eosi|y altered, thus
gccomrnodo’ring future transitions.

" Enjoy some
sun before the

bus gets here

Fig 5.1 : Perspective of the connecting space between the pub and friridsgc"zrd nigh/igni‘ing how spaces accommodate different

activities while still maintaining connections with the roiiwoy piofform and road.
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Original modular Framework adapted Framework adapted and Framework adapted and

framework of the for the rest stop modified for the dynamic roof simplified for the retractable

Magasin roof

Adop’roiion of the existing structural framework ’rnroughou’r the design enob|ing f|exibi|i‘ry and gdopigbih’ry
for current and future uses.

" Must rehearse for

the show this weekend. ¥
Now | can use

Everybody is coming/ -

my skateboard.!
OH YEAHI"

[t's nice to enjoy the

sun before driving
back to Hedared I

Fig 5.9 : Perspective of the multipurpose stage and platform with direct connections to the pub allows flexibility through its

open plan
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Stationhuset Magasin Rest stop Fritidsgard Pub Multipurpose stage

| o [ ]
L L TDTITO (R ] |

7:00 - 900 | —— ) M = i .:

Stationhuset Magasin Rest stop Fritidsgard Pub Multipurpose stage

| |
mmillith U0 0 L |

Stationhuset Magasin Rest stop Fritidsgard Pub Multipurpose stage

11:00 - 13:00 % Mornings
' : (09:00 - 13:00)
e R T A R T T R e e e i Sandareds Hjarta ---- Active hours=-==--=---------
) M i Y e . i :- 4 ! Evenings
' 13.00 - 19:00
Magasin Fritidsgard Pub ( )

.."7“',‘

Magasin Pub Multipurpose stage

) Active Hours

Stationhuset itidsgé
ationhuse Rest stop Fritidsgard An overall spatial analysis of the programming with

- " ‘ /\ _ 7| il A — Wi respect to active hours mimics a patftern similar to
% ‘ . m ’ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ 4 - the town’s rythm in terms of both movement and
—————1 : — presence. Mu|’rip|e spaces cater to the various
X \ user groups of different age groups and residents,
ol = — ' visitors, and commuters while also func’rioning as
R % uitiad ok d a sing|e Foci|i’ry whose various components come
alive at different hours, ensuring a vibrant and

Fig 5.10 : Spatial analysis in terms of active hours during a day attractive environment at all times.
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VISUAL FACTORS

The historic station house’s interior and exterior
are both retained, preserving and enhoncing the
familiar connections and image that local residents
and possers-by have with the existing town centre.

The cafe’s public nature allows access through
opposite sides, esiob|ishing strong sighi lines.
The Magasin, like the Stationhouse, has been a
recognized visual feature in the neighborhood for
decades. Maintaining and ex’rending this fomi|iori’ry
’rhrough the structure and its origino| ye||ow wooden
exterior would on|y assist in es’rob|ishing a stronger
visual idenriry for the town centre.

By connecting to the local architecture in its form
and material, additional |oyers of green and blue
values were introduced to the roof of the main
structure, rendering it unique and distinct in its
visual |onguoge

Acknow|edging the importance of water in the
visual landscape of the region, which is Sweden'’s
rainiest area with 280 days of rain in a year along
with Sandareds strong connection with nature, a
dynomic roofscope is proposed.

Fig 5.11 : Perspective of the re-proposed Stationhuset and Magasin. Extended platforms and seating spaces make for an

inviting public space at the traffic junction. Familiar aesthetics are retained and made stronger through more public functions.
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Through its design, the roof creates a distinct
iden’rify for the p|oce that is not on|y aesthetic
but also experienced as the seasons chonge. The
s|ope directs rainwater and comes alive during
rain, presenting a visuo||y oppeo|ing element that
encourages movement and engagement outdoors.

With seatfing provided close to the shallow
poo|s of water collected in front of the bui|ding,
water functions as a prominent visual factor and
becomes a common artifact, initiating curiosity
and participation amongst all age groups.

‘Ahh! So THIS
is SANDARED!

“ Let's go make
some paper boats! "

The ong|e of the roof also ensures good visibility
and gives the town a distinct visual identity while
still being connected to its local roots. Natural
elements are also incorporated ’rhrough the
introduction of bio-swales o|ong the |engi|’1 of the
road, disp|oying local vegetation and con’rribufing
to the visual iden’ri’ry of the junction.

5 Hej Grandma | See

you af the art

\)\/Oi’kSHOp tomorrow /

Fig 5.12 : Perspective of the dynamic roofscape that channels storm water, resulting in an attractive natural installation that

varies seasonally. By visually representing Sandared’s connection with water and greenery a strong visual identity is created.
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EVALUATION

When the different design interventions proposed in
response to the contextual needs of the case, based
on data collected and identified design strategies
were evo|uo’red, the theoretical framework was
found to olign with the requirements of the case.
Thus, volido’ring the opprooch as relevant in the
context of intfermediate towns. The results of which
have been illustrated in Fig 5.13.
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Fig 513 : Final results tabulated with the theoretical framework
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PLACE IDENTITY

I
SOCIAL

Place identity is a dynamic
and socio“y constructed

|
SPATIAL

Place identity is a result of
mu|Tip|e narratives in physiccl|

|
VISUAL

Place identity is defined by
visual symbolism and locally

© =
L 0 space identifiable aesthetics.
v 3
5 g + Social Interactions + Inclusive '
Y= . ‘ : +  Local vegetation
c O + Social Capital + Accommodative '
= . . : . «  Cultural symbolism
+ Social Cohesion +  Spatial experience o o
R . +  Historical buildings
. esponsive
Lack of infer-generofiono| Exclusive and user—specific Presence of historical bui|ding
social interactions programming stock unique fo the region
(%]
‘»
g _;\ Varying social presence Goal-based and transit Low representation of
o c oriented movements natural elements local to the
< Low social connect due to town
commuting popu|o‘rion Lack of community spaces
Provide opportunities for Introduce responsive spatial Retain and re-purpose
social participation at both inferventions that can be existing historical markers of
individual and collective levels. appropriated by local built and un-built stock
3 communities
=
[®)]
@ 9 Channel movements to Introduce spatial Use local culture and history
) g increase opportunities for configuro’rions that support fo represent the past, support
wn chance interactions. both |ong and short stays the present, and enable the
town's future aspirations.
Provide inclusive spaces
accommodating different
age groups
Additional outdoor seating Addition of essential services Adaptive re-use of the
spaces like bike parking, toilets and old Stationhouse and
Multi-functional public spaces lockers storage shed.
c o Formal and informal meeting
? g places Flexible and adaptable spaces Modular wooden framework
QQ) o Leisure based services like Mu|+i—purpose spaces fo||owing the same aesthetic
O

cafe, lunch kitchen and pub
Designing attractive and
engaging walkways

Open and closed spaces that
cater to preferences of users

Cd|ming traffic ’rhrough paving
freatments.

of the storage shed.
Representing natural elements

as visual markers on the roofs,
cour’ryord, and street.
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The full poien’rio| of intermediate towns and the
extent of their role in bridging the urban - rural
divide is yet to be explored.

Using the socio|, spo’rio|, and visual factors of
place identity as a framework in analysing such
contexts provides a deep insigh’r into the nuances
and subtle traits unique fo infermediate towns.

Their verification, ’rbrough the design of a town
center in the intermediate town of Sandared
revealed the unique position these towns hold,
not just in terms of geogropby but also in terms
of their socio—spo’rio| networks. AHhougb the
framework odop’red for the project exquisi’rely
addressed the socio|, spo’rio| and visual as
independen’r factors in dei(ining p|oce iden’ri‘ry,
the design proposo| iterated that the borders
differen’rio‘ring these aspects are not as evident in
reality. They work hand in hand and where one
|ocks, the other compensates.

Applying the same concept to social networks,
encouraging social interactions and participation
through inclusive approaches can result in social
cohesion and a robust social network. Both

of which, by being rooted in collective values

are important contributors to p|oce iden’ri’ry.

(Jahanbakhsh et al., 2015).

It is on|y |ike|y that intermediate towns will
undergo homogenization due to the continued
expansion of cities in their proximity (Rodriguez—

Pose & Griffiths, 2021).

While these towns need to keep pace with urban
deve|opmen’r, this needs to be balanced with

the preservafion of local heriioge and culture
(Roberts, 2014). Exploring the connections people
have with the space ’rbey occupy, beyond the
pbysico| realm forms an essential element of
sustainable deve|opmen’r.

The result of the thesis project also brings info
the discussion the role of public social spaces in
infermediate towns and how ’rbey can serve as
a tool for encouraging social constructs of p|oce
identity.
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Architectural interventions rooted in the town's
heri’roge can noft on|y sbope peop|e's perceptions
of the town and instill civic pride but can also
serve as a great tool for peop|e from other
localities to gain awareness about its bisrory and
local values.

Observing existing spaces firsthand and mapping
social activity from an unbiased perspective
provided a deep insigb’r into social patfterns in
these contexts like the quick transitions in the
town's pace moving in direct relation to the
neighboring city’s business hours. Thus reinicorcing
the fact that the influence of urban cities and
urbanization extends beyond their geographical
limits (Delgado-Vifias & Moreno, 2022).
However, it is also necessary to ocknow|edge that
covert observation alone would not have sufficed
without the support of relevant statistical and
secondary data in the initial phase.

From a critical perspective, since the town was
observed during winter, activities in the area
during other seasons and external conditions
have not been taken into consideration. Although
current results are based on realistic assumptions
with respect to engagement levels, the seasonal
characteristics of the site have not been
considered which could affect the final result.

Having casual conversations and chats with
people on site like the baker and grocery
shopper, o|’rbougb biased and coming from
persono| opinions, provided another dimension to
unders’ronding the context.

This combination of methods be|ped extract
relevant data and arrive at a more informed
decision for the final design proposo| by
evo|uo+ing trade-offs between what was desired
from a lived perspective versus what was
observed and perceived from a third perspective.

For example, while resident opinions leaned
toward demolisbing existing bui|ding stock and
iniroducing new bui|dings in the areaq, there was
good scope to re-purpose and reuse existing
structures.

The possibi|iry also fell in line with aspects of
sustainability and reducing carbon footprints by
re-purposing existing spaces and giving them new
meaning.

Similar trade-offs evaluated ’rbrougb the process
also brougbr info question the balance that is
required in inclusive design practices. Where does
one draw the line? Should there be a line?

It is the high degree of visibility of town centers
that makes them impoch(u| in inﬂuencing peop|e's
perceptions and experiences( Modonipour,
A1999) However, in comparison to larger

urban areas, this impact or influence is felt more
s’rrong|y in smaller intermediate towns due to
their smaller scale and |onger reach.

Observations made during data collection and
subsequenr design exercises demonstrated that,
in order for public social spaces in intermediate
towns to be socially inclusive and vibrant, they

must not only accommodate different functions
for various user groups but also modulate

their use Jrhrougbou’r the doy due to the bigh|y

Huc’ruo’ring social presence.

The theoretical framework for the thesis project
helped arrive at a contextual design proposal for
Sandared’s town center while also experimenting
with a new opprooch to architectural
interventions. The process in this thesis project
was, bowever, not linear.

Site visits and literature reviews were conducted
simu|ioneous|y to arrive at a framework that
would be relevant to test in the case study site.
Evaluated results from the design proposo|
however o|igned with the theoretical i(romework,
thus reinforcing its relevance as a possible
opproocb in investigating the socio—spo’rio|
re|o+ionsbips in intermediate towns

Touching on the |orger discourse of the role

of place identity in architecture, | believe the
opproocb can be opp|ied in different contexts as
well.

That being said, while this porricu|or project took
into account socio|, spoiio|, and visual aspects

as the variables and factors in defining p|oce
iden’ri‘ry, ’roking intfo account other factors such as
demogropby, economy, education etc may yie|d
different results.

Given that identity is dynamic and subjective
the possibilities and influences on architecture
are endless and it is this aspect that makes it
an interesting fopic for future research. Diving
deeper and exp|oring them in a specii(ic contfext
can he|p extract hidden perceptions and values
that are otherwise overlooked.

Intermediate towns are s|ow|y cementing their
position in the |orger urban-rural discussion
(Delgado-Vifas & Moreno, 2022). While the
quo|i’ry of life is subjeciive, deve|opmenis in these
areas that do not jeopordize local quo|iiies, while
also promoting positive infrastructure grow’rb can
help achieve a balance between mobility and
liveability.

Providing opportunities for social participation
that accommodate diverse user groups, with good
visibi|i+y can be|p retain local popu|o’rions while
also attracting visitors and passers-by to engage
and interact, thus increasing social copi’ro|.

A value that can grow multi-fold ‘rbrough
increased social activity and participation. It is
this balance that the thesis project argues for
and encourages that can elevate intermediate
tfowns by copi‘ro|izing on the poien’rio| of their
intfermediate rbyrbmr With respect to rnobi|i’ry,
|iveobi|i’ry, and social presence.
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